Did you know that 73 percent of charitable donations in America are made by individuals (NOT corporations*), and as the world’s “most giving nation”** that’s a lot of individuals who care!  But there’s still so much more we can do. 
From Feb 22 to March 31, Whole Planet Foundation is hosting its annual Prosperity Campaign at Whole Foods Market to fund poverty alleviation worldwide – including on our home soil – and there are more ways than ever for you to get involved. You could even enter to win a trip to India! Visit facebook.com/wholeplanetfoundation for more details. 

Thanks to donor support, the nonprofit has authorized more than $25.5 million to fund microlending programs through worldwide partners, positively impacting more than a million people in developing communities where Whole Foods Market sources products.  

To deepen its domestic support, the foundation has committed $850,000 to Grameen America to fund small business loans for women living below the poverty line in the U.S.  Watch this video to see for yourself how microloans are helping women provide healthier meals, better housing and a stronger education for themselves and their children: bit.ly/wpfga.  

Here are eight easy ways your small choices can make a global impact:
1) Make a donation online at wholeplanetfoundation.org and at store check outs. 100% of all donations go to microlending programs because Whole Foods Market covers the foundation’s operating expenses.
2) Create an online donation profile  and raise a loan to change lives. (Average first loan size is $133)

3) Attend fundraising events at Whole Foods Market stores –from wine tastings and garage sales to charity races, fashion shows and microbrewery events tastings– the opportunities are endless!
4) Buy a Whole Planet Foundation gift card. A $1 donation is added to the face value of each card purchased. 
5) Buy a tin of Allegro® Whole Planet Foundation coffee: 30 cents of every can purchased funds microlending projects. Available in three blends – East Africa, India and Latin America.
6) Sign up for your local TastingTable.com e-newsletter: For each new subscriber, Tasting Table will donate $1 to the nonprofit. (Available in NYC, LA, D.C., San Francisco and Chicago)

7) Opt for Whole Trade® products like fresh flowers, mangoes, bell peppers and drinking chocolates; when you choose Whole Trade, a percentage of sales goes to support the foundation.
8) Visit Rally.org/wholeplanetfoundation to stay in touch with the foundation, donate online or to create your own fan fundraising page.
Please help us spread the word! For product samples, more info about Whole Planet Foundation, the Prosperity Campaign and ways to get involved, contact Liz.Burkhart@wholefoods.com. Hi-res photos are available on Whole Food Market’s press room photo gallery. 
*Giving USA, a report compiled annually by the American Association of Fundraising Counsel
**CAF’s “World Giving Index 2011

