[image: image1.png]BILTMORE"




The Vanderbilt vision continues at Biltmore
America’s Largest Home and more 
The Vision
In the late 1880s, George W. Vanderbilt, then a young man of 25, came upon the perfect spot in North Carolina’s Blue Ridge Mountains for a 250-room French Renaissance chateau to be built by his friend, architect Richard Morris Hunt.  The great chateau would be called “Biltmore.”

Vanderbilt’s decision to locate his mountain mansion near Asheville, N.C., led to his purchase of a total of 125,000 acres surrounding the site.  Today, Biltmore encompasses approximately 8,000 acres, including formal and informal gardens designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, the father of landscape architecture in America.

While the incomparable beauty of Biltmore is the result of the combined creative talents and vision of all three men – Vanderbilt, Hunt and Olmsted – it is Biltmore House, which continues to be the centerpiece of Vanderbilt’s legacy.  This great house remains the largest private residence in America, a National Historic Landmark.

Begun in 1890, Biltmore House is constructed of tons of Indiana limestone transported by a special railway spur built specifically to bring the massive amounts of material and supplies to the site.  It took hundreds of workers more than five years to complete.

On Christmas Eve 1895, Vanderbilt formally opened his doors for the first time to friends and family.  In the 21st century, Biltmore House remains much as it was when the Vanderbilts occupied it more than 100 years ago, showcasing the Vanderbilt family’s original collection of furnishings, art and antiques.

The Collection
Vanderbilt, grandson of industrialist Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt, was an intellectual, fluent in several languages, well traveled and knowledgeable about art, architecture, music, agriculture, horticulture and literature. 
Vanderbilt’s diverse and cultured tastes influenced his travels with architect Hunt while Biltmore House was being constructed.  The two men traveled throughout Europe and the Orient, purchasing paintings, porcelains, bronzes, carpets and furniture.  All of it would eventually become part of the collection of objects still in Biltmore House today.  Indeed, it is often the collection, reflecting Vanderbilt’s personal interests and tastes, which guests then, as well as now, find most fascinating.
Inside, artworks by Renoir, Sargent, Whistler, Pellegrini and Boldini adorn the walls and, in one case, the ceiling.  The furniture includes designs by Sheraton and Chippendale.  A chess set and gaming table, which belonged to Napoleon when he was in exile at St. Helena, as well as Chinese goldfish bowls from the Ming Dynasty, can be admired in the Library.  Eight 16th century Flemish tapestries hang in the Banquet Hall and Tapestry Gallery.  Fifty Persian and Oriental rugs cover marble and oak floors.

Biltmore House
Upstairs on the second and third floors, in addition to luxurious bedrooms, are areas where guests once played parlor games and took afternoon tea.  The Fourth Floor features Maids’ Bedrooms and the Observatory with spectacular views from the top of the house.  Downstairs, the domestic servants kept the entire house running smoothly with the help of a state-of-the-art domestic nerve center, complete with a main kitchen, two specialty kitchens, large laundry complex, refrigeration systems and pantries.

Fully electric and centrally heated, Biltmore House, at the time of its completion, was considered one of the most technologically advanced structures ever built and is still admired today for its innovative engineering.  It used some of Thomas Edison’s first light bulbs, boasted a fire alarm system, an electrical call box system for servants, two elevators, elaborate indoor plumbing for all 34 bedrooms and a relatively newfangled invention called the telephone.  

Vanderbilt also wanted his mountain home to provide family and friends with recreational pleasures: an indoor swimming pool, bowling alley and gymnasium are located downstairs.
The Landscape
While Biltmore House is the focal point of the estate, it is clear when walking onto the library terrace and gazing below into the gardens that Olmsted’s genius is an integral part of Biltmore – his sweeping landscape providing a fitting backdrop for this magnificent chateau.  
Rare Franklinia and Persian ironwood trees grow side by side with mountain laurel, rhododendron, native azaleas and white pines. A four-acre Walled Garden features 50,000 tulips each spring, summer annuals in warmer months and chrysanthemums in the autumn as well as an All-American Rose Garden.

Biltmore’s unique horticultural environment creates a blooming season that begins in early spring and continues until the first frost: in other words, something is blooming at Biltmore from March through November.  Even during winter months, the conservatory is full of colorful tropical plants such as poinsettias, orchids, lilies, cacti and bougainvillea.

Antler Hill Village

Guests can not only experience the grandeur of Biltmore, but also the property’s agricultural and hospitality legacy at Antler Hill Village.  The village encompasses Antler Hill Farm, Barn, Kitchen Garden and Farmyard; Biltmore’s Winery; and new historical exhibits and venues to experience Biltmore’s hospitality.

The Winery – Biltmore Winery, housed in a former dairy barn designed by Richard Morris Hunt, was opened in 1985.  Here, guests can learn about viticulture and oenology as well as sample Biltmore’s award-winning wines.  The estate produces approximately 170,000 cases of French varietal wines annually.


Guests enter the Winery from Antler Hill Village where they walk underground through the old Biltmore dairy’s original tunnel, designed to immediately engage all of the senses into the winemaking process.  As part of the self-guided visit, guests taste a sparkling wine and then enjoy other wines in the Tasting Room.

Antler Hill Farm – For those interested in learning about Biltmore’s agricultural heritage, Antler Hill Farm includes the Historic Horse Barn, built in 1902 and restored in 2004 to communicate the rich farm life that the estate has supported for more than a century.  In addition to displays of historic farm equipment, guests can explore the Kitchen Garden and meet draft horses, calves, lambs and chickens at the Farmyard.  On select dates throughout the year, visitors can enjoy mountain music and see artisans including a blacksmith and woodworkers practice their craft.

The Biltmore Legacy – Discover the many sides of Edith Vanderbilt, George Vanderbilt’s wife, or learn how the Cecils preserve Biltmore’s legend of gracious hospitality. This facility includes exhibits filled with slices of estate life such as archival letters, photos and drawings illustrating how the Vanderbilts lived.  A small theater features a film narrated by Vanderbilt’s great-granddaughter, Dini Cecil Pickering that shares the family’s history.  The Biltmore Legacy also showcases products inspired by the estate under the Biltmore For Your Home brand.


Mrs. Vanderbilt’s Car – On display at the Winery is Edith Vanderbilt’s 1913 Stevens-Duryea Model C-Six touring car.  This rare piece is the only car her husband, George Vanderbilt, purchased that remains in the estate’s collection. This particular model is believed to be one of only 10 known existing in the world today. 

Village Green and Bandstand – The centerpiece of Antler Hill Village, the Village Green has a gently sloping area perfect for people-watching, listening to live music each afternoon, or relaxing with a snack or picnic.


Outdoor Adventure Center – When the Vanderbilts entertained their guests in Biltmore House, their guests also experienced all sorts of outdoor and sporting activities such as walking, croquet, hunting, fishing, horseback and carriage riding, biking and hiking, camping expeditions and treks up to Buck Spring Lodge on Mt. Pisgah. The Outdoor Adventure Center carries on the family’s tradition of exploring the outdoors, with Segway rentals, Land Rover excursions, bike trips, horseback rides and carriage rides. Required reservations for activities can be made at the Outdoor Adventure Center, at the estate’s Welcome Center or at the Biltmore House Stable complex.  An estate admission ticket, Twelve-Month Pass or Inn on Biltmore Estate reservation is required.  


Traditions – With her renowned hospitality and sense of style, Edith Vanderbilt was a natural hostess who delighted her visitors with special touches throughout Biltmore House. Within Traditions, the inspiration for its graceful mix of products came from envisioning how Mrs. Vanderbilt would entertain her guests today. Traditions includes decorative home accents and local artisans’ work, including pottery and jewelry.  

Cedric’s Tavern – Named after George Vanderbilt’s beloved St. Bernard, Cedric, this warm, relaxing pub reflects the less formal side of Biltmore dining and entertaining. Specialties include shepherd’s pie and fish and chips. 

Creamery – A tribute to the original Biltmore Dairy Bar, guests can indulge in Winky Bar sundaes, signature shakes and root beer floats, as well as gourmet coffee and pastries. 


The Smokehouse – The Smokehouse offers smoked pulled pork, beef and chicken; true Southern veggies; bread pudding and other desserts.

The Mercantile – The Mercantile offers Appalachian crafts, dry goods and old-fashioned candy.
Dining at Biltmore
In keeping with the Vanderbilt tradition of entertaining in style, today’s guests at Biltmore are treated to the epicurean pleasures of living like a Vanderbilt.  

In addition to the Winery, guests can taste estate wines that complement an array of seasonal entrees served buffet style at Deerpark. Guests might even catch a glimpse of deer grazing in the woodland surrounding the restaurant, originally designated by Frederick Law Olmsted as a deer preserve.

Adjacent to Biltmore House is a large stable area, restored to reflect its original character.  The main stable is now the Stable Cafe where guests are seated in renovated horse stalls and may select from an enticing menu featuring slow-cooked rotisserie chicken and Biltmore’s estate-raised Angus beef.

Yet another dining opportunity on the estate is The Bistro, adjacent to the Winery, which serves a unique menu combining traditional French bistro recipes and mountain fare.  The menu features wood-fired pizzas and locally raised trout, as well as signature entrees prepared with Biltmore’s own estate-grown fruits and vegetables from the Kitchen Garden. 

The Inn on Biltmore Estate
With so much to do on the estate, The Inn on Biltmore Estate, a 210-room deluxe property, allows visitors to experience what it might have been like to be an overnight guest of the Vanderbilts.  The Mobil Four-Star, AAA Four-Diamond inn offers a 150-seat, full-service restaurant, banquet rooms, board and meeting rooms and a variety of guest rooms, including suites.  It also incorporates the Spa at Biltmore, a library, a lobby bar, an exterior swimming pool and a fitness center.  

The Details
Special celebrations take place during the holiday season with Christmas at Biltmore, when the house is fully decorated, and each spring during Festival of Flowers.  The Biltmore Concert Series offers outdoor live music on select weekend evenings from during the summer months through October.  
Admission to the estate includes Biltmore House, the gardens and Antler Hill Village, which allows access to Biltmore Winery and Antler Hill Farm. Admission enables the estate to remain private and self-sufficient, receiving no governmental funding or grant monies.  For guests who enjoy visiting Biltmore every season, Twelve Month Passes provide year-round admission.  Prices for Christmas at Biltmore Daytime and Candlelight Christmas Evenings may vary from regular admission prices.

For more information, call 877-BILTMORE or visit www.biltmore.com. 

