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Creating your own Tiffany-inspired Water Garden
Louis Comfort Tiffany’s use of botanicals and love of nature inspired Biltmore’s horticulture team to create interpretations of the artist’s iconic dragonfly lamp series for the Tiffany at Biltmore event this summer and fall. Among numerous projects, the team designed four 40-foot dragonfly flower beds from nearly 50,000 plants to produce patterns resembling stained glass. 

Sure enough, that’s a big project for a homeowner to tackle.

Another project the team worked on is the water garden grouping on the patio of Biltmore’s Conservatory. Filled with water lilies and lily pads, the grouping not only mimics Tiffany’s lamp patterns, it resembles Biltmore’s large Italian Gardens.  Perfectly scaled for the home gardener, this one involves a plunge!  
(See second page for photos of Biltmore’s Tiffany-inspired water gardens.)

Steps to create a Tiffany-inspired Water Garden

1. Start with a large container, such as a half whisky barrel, with a plastic liner. Ceramic containers that hold water could be used, and they add real beauty to the garden. These are fairly standard finds at garden shops.  

2. Place the container in a location where it will receive at least 8 hours of sun per day. Use bricks or concrete pavers to make a sturdy, level base.  

3. Select a tropical water lily, as it will bloom all summer long. These are often available in iridescent colors. Check your local garden center or order online. Favorite online sources include Tricker Water Garden, www.tricker.com; Perry’s Water Gardens, www.perryswatergardens.net; and Charleston Aquatics, www.charlestonaquatic.com.  

4. Plant the water lily in a smaller plastic container using regular topsoil (think dirt) right out of the garden. Avoid the fussy mixes – composted bark and perlite float! Mix in a couple of tablespoons of 10-10-10 fertilizer or a handful of composted manure. 

5. Make sure the plant’s crown is at the soil surface. Add some pebbles or sand to the top half-inch of the pot to keep from muddying the water.  

6. Build a base inside the large container – which is your water container – so that the top of your plant container will be about 8 inches below the water’s surface. A concrete cinder block, or a few bricks, will work like a charm. 

7. Plunge the container into the decorative water container.  The larger the planting container, the larger the lily will grow.  

8. Finally, add some water lettuce or other floating plants to cover the water surface.  Floating plants block sunlight to inhibit algae, or you can add dye to the water.  

9. Cut spent blossoms and leaves off near the crown and fertilize every few weeks by pushing fertilizer tablets down into soil.   

Biltmore’s Tiffany-inspired water gardens-suitable for a home gardening project!
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