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Tiffany at Biltmore

Fact Sheet

· The Tiffany at Biltmore exhibition runs July 1 through Oct. 23, 2011, in The Biltmore Legacy exhibition hall in Antler Hill Village in Asheville, N.C.

· The exhibition of 45 stained-glass lamps created by Louis Comfort Tiffany (1848-1933) and The Tiffany Studios comes to Biltmore from The Neustadt Collection of Tiffany Glass in New York City. 

· The exhibition is an in‐depth look at Louis Comfort Tiffany’s efforts to produce lamps that balanced artistry with utility and profitability.
· Tiffany catered to the wealthiest patrons in the late 19th century, including both friends and family of George and Edith Vanderbilt, Biltmore’s founders. Though also noted for his skills in painting, decorative arts, and interior design, it was Tiffany’s experimentation with stained glass that brought him lasting fame.  
· Tiffany and fellow artist John La Farge revolutionized the stained-glass medium by incorporating three-dimensional design elements into their works. George Vanderbilt’s father, William H. Vanderbilt, commissioned La Farge to create several stained-glass windows for his home on Fifth Avenue in New York City in 1879.  Three of these windows will be featured in the exhibition alongside Tiffany’s creations during the exhibition.
· The exhibition is comprised of five sections:

· Creating a Tiffany Lamp introduces viewers to the intricate, labor‐intensive process of designing and assembling a leaded‐glass lampshade. 

· “Nature is Always Beautiful” highlights Tiffany’s nature‐based aesthetic and its translation into glass. 

· “Perfume of the Orient” illustrates that Tiffany’s design vocabulary was also deeply informed by the arts of the Near and Far East. 

· A Lamp to Suit Every Environment or Purse explores the original cost of Tiffany lamps. 

· Changing Lighting Technologies considers the significant advancements made in lighting during the late‐nineteenth and early‐twentieth centuries. 
· Biltmore’s horticulture team has created interpretations of Tiffany’s iconic dragonfly lamp series in Biltmore’s Walled Garden. Four dragonflies were created from flowers and foliage planted and designed to resemble stained glass. Each dragonfly design spans 40 feet and took more than 12,000 plants to create. 

· The horticulture team also built a six-foot-tall, 24-foot-long “living wall” of flowering plants and greenery resembling a stained-glass window. 

· Large, Tiffany-style lamp shade planters filled with flowers created by Biltmore’s blacksmith Doc Cudd adorn the sidewalks of Antler Hill Village. Stained-glass artist John Orlich of Asheville created stained-glass dragonflies and butterflies that have been placed around the village and the Walled Garden.
· Guests entering Biltmore House during the exhibition’s run will walk under a large arbor hanging over the front door featuring glass grapes and botanical touches inspired by Tiffany’s work. The floral team has transformed the center fountain in the Winter Garden into a “growing” lamp using tropical plants accented by shallow water gardens to create an exotic atmosphere. 

· Admission to Tiffany at Biltmore is included in admission to Biltmore. For information, visit www.biltmore.com.
