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Harry R. Rubenstein is the Chair of the Division of Political History at the Smithsonian's National Museum of American History. 
He is the curator of the new exhibition Jefferson’s Bible. As curator in the museum’s Political History division, Rubenstein holds shared responsibility for the political history, reform movements, civil rights, and labor history collections. He has curated or co-curated more than a dozen exhibitions including: Separate is Not Equal: Brown v. Board of Education; The American Presidency: A Glorious Burden; Between a Rock and a Hard Place: A History of American Sweatshops, 1820 – Present; Communities in a Changing Nation: The Promise of 19th Century America and Produce for Victory: Posters on the American Home Front, 1941-1945.

Author of several publications on political history and labor, Rubenstein is the co-author of The American Presidency: A Glorious Burden, Design for Victory: Posters on the American Home Front, 1941-1945 and Abraham Lincoln: An Extraordinary Life.  

Since 1988, Rubenstein has been traveling on behalf of the National Museum of American History to political events to collect campaign memorabilia—banners, buttons, posters and other unique items—an activity that has expanded the museum's political history collections to approximately 90,000 objects. 
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Barbara Clark Smith is a curator in the Division of Political History at the National Museum of American History.

Dr. Smith specializes in colonial and Revolutionary America.   She is the author of scholarly and popular publications on early American history, including The Freedoms We Lost: Consent and Resistance in Revolutionary America (The New Press, 2010); After the Revolution: The Smithsonian History of Everyday Life in the 18th Century; and Boston and the Revolution, handbook for the National Park Service’s Boston Freedom Trail.  These works explore social, cultural, and political history, with a particular emphasis on the political participation of ordinary Americans.

            Her many exhibitions have included: Jamestown, Quebec, and Santa Fe: Three North American Beginnings; After the Revolution: Life in America, 1780-1800; and, most recently, Jefferson’s Bible.    

Smith collects and researches material for the museum’s collections related to Revolutionary America as well as artifacts from contemporary political protest movements and campaigns.   
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Janice Stagnitto Ellis is the Senior Paper Conservator at the National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution.  She was the founder and president of Quarto Conservation of Books & Paper, Inc. where clientele including the U.S. Treasury Department Bureau of Engraving and Printing, the Library of Congress, the U.S. State Department, the Daughters of the American Revolution, the National Gallery of Art, the US Navy Historical Center, Catholic University, the National Museum of American Indian, the National Museum of African Art, and numerous other large and small museums and agencies. She was formerly the Senior Book Conservator at the Smithsonian Institution Libraries, and a Book Conservation Specialist at the New York Public Library. She holds a Master of Science degree and Certificate in Library and Archives Conservation from Columbia University. She completed an advanced internship under Tony Cains at Trinity College, Dublin.
