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The Jefferson Bible, Smithsonian Edition: The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth

By Thomas Jefferson

	


The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth, often referred to as the “Jefferson Bible,” is Thomas Jefferson's distillation of what he considered the original moral doctrines of Jesus.  Jefferson went through four translations of the Gospels— English, French, Latin, and Greek—and cut out the passages he considered revealed the true philosophy of Jesus. He rearranged the simple, lucid teachings and biographical details that remained into a single chronological narrative, intermingling passages from Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  
After completion of The Life and Morals of Jesus in 1820, Jefferson kept his finished work private, and never considering having it published. 

The result of Jefferson’s project is a remarkably beautiful handmade book, long in the Smithsonian's collections. Following an extensive restoration process, The Jefferson Bible, Smithsonian Edition, a full-color facsimile of Jefferson’s Bible, brings the experience of reading this national artifact to the general public for the first time.

The Jefferson Bible was once published as a black-and-white facsimile in 1904 as a gift for new members of Congress, but has never before been published in color in its complete form before. The Jefferson Bible, Smithsonian Edition is an exact replica based on the original copy in the Smithsonian collections. No other edition so closely resembles the original book, or provides so clear a window into the mind of its maker.  Essays by Smithsonian curators Harry R. Rubenstein and Barbara Clark Smith, and conservator Janice Stagnitto Ellis explains Jefferson's motivations and how his endeavor is so indicative of Enlightenment ideals, as well as the history of the book itself and its conservation.

The release of this book coincides with the opening of a display of the newly conserved original volume by the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History. More information about the exhibition is available at http://americanhsitory.si.edu/jeffersonbible.

About the author:

THOMAS JEFFERSON, third president of the United States, most wanted to be remembered as the author of the Declaration of American Independence, of the Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom, and father of the University of Virginia.
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