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Background on Signature Philanthropy Program Nonprofit Partners 

To help us make a significant and lasting impact on childhood cancer, Northwestern Mutual is partnering 

with two national organizations with expertise and programs to achieve our goals – Alex’s Lemonade 

Stand Foundation and the Starlight Children’s Foundation. 

 

Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation (ALSF) was established in 2005 when 

Liz and Jay Scott created the Foundation in honor of their daughter, 

Alexandra  “Alex“ Scott (1996-2004), who, though struggling with terminal 

cancer, hosted lemonade stands in her front yard to raise money for doctors to 

find a cure. From this simple yet powerful idea, the Scotts have continued the 

work that Alex started raising more than $55 million and funding over 250 

pediatric cancer research projects. ALSF works directly with physicians, 

scientists and nurses to identify the specific challenges they face in bringing 

new treatments to children with cancer and develops grant opportunities to address these challenges. They 

also support families who need financial assistance traveling to and staying near treatment centers. In 

partnership with ALSF, Northwestern Mutual will further Alex’s legacy by accelerating groundbreaking 

research in the care and treatment of childhood cancer. Northwestern Mutual will also provide travel 

funds to help kids with cancer and their families get to hospitals for treatment. Learn more about ALSF at 

http://www.AlexsLemonade.org/. 

 

Since 1983, Starlight Children’s Foundation has been 

improving the quality of life for children with a wide 

variety of serious medical conditions through 

programming that helps kids cope with prolonged illness 

both in and out of the hospital. In the hospital, Starlight 

Fun Centers counter the isolation and fear often experienced by sick children. These mobile 

entertainment centers roll right up to the bedside so kids can play video games or watch movies. Fun 

Centers not only provide entertainment while waiting for treatments, they also reduce loneliness after 

visiting hours, give kids a sense of normalcy during a difficult time and promote “distraction therapy,” 

which is proven to reduce the need for pain medication. Great Escapes provide families with recreational 

opportunities away from the hospital so families with a seriously ill child can relax, regroup and return 

home with a renewed sense of strength and hope. Parents frequently cite Great Escapes as truly 

therapeutic. Meeting other families who have seriously ill children helps them feel less alone and provides 

courage, energy, hope and fun to all family members. Learn more about SCF, http://www.starlight.org/. 
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