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Sturkuting the kind of reland overseas




NI2012 – great year, great events

This year sees Northern Ireland in the limelight with a superb programme of new attractions, events and historic anniversaries taking place. 
Taking centre stage in this major year for Northern Ireland will be the opening of the new, iconic Titanic Belfast, to coincide with the centenary of the liner’s fateful maiden voyage in April; as well as the new state-of-the-art visitor centre at the Giant’s Causeway which opens later this year.
Niall Gibbons, Tourism Ireland’s chief executive, said: “Tourism Ireland firmly believes this will be one of the most exciting years ever for tourism to Northern Ireland. Tourism Ireland is rolling out an extensive campaign in our 22 markets overseas to present Northern Ireland in a way that clearly differentiates us from our competitor destinations, that captures the essence of a holiday here and highlights our strengths – iconic experiences, warm, friendly people and value for money.”

ni 2012:  Key Events Summary 

1)   Titanic Belfast Festival 2012: Belfast, April-May 2012

A fusion of international-scale events worthy of the great ship herself is planned to mark the centenary of Titanic’s fateful maiden voyage. From the opening of the multi-million pound Titanic Belfast visitor attraction, through to commemoration services on the 100th anniversary of the ship’s sinking, there will be something for everyone.  A range of plays, tours, talks, films and major musical events will all position Belfast as the ‘home’ of Titanic.

2)  Peace One Day concert: Derry~Londonderry, 21 June 2012

The Peace One Day Concert on midsummer’s day will attract massive media attention and the biggest names in music.  It’s one of the kick-off events for the UK-wide London 2012 Festival, the finale of the four year Cultural Olympiad which complements the sports at the Olympic and Paralympic Games.  This concert will showcase the iconic new public space at the historic Ebrington site in Derry~Londonderry, which is linked to the city centre via the new Peace Bridge.  Massive Attack has already been confirmed to play at the gig and other acts will be confirmed shortly.  The gig will be wrapped in a city-wide day-long music festival, with something for everyone to enjoy.

3)  2012 Irish Open: Portrush, 28 June – 1 July

The 2012 Irish Open will be hosted by Royal Portrush Golf Club bringing the world class event to the Northern Ireland venue for the first time since 1947.  Home-grown golfers including new world number 1 Rory McIlroy, Darren Clarke and Graeme McDowell have enjoyed recent major successes and have firmly established Northern Ireland as the golfing capital of the world.

4)  Land of Giants: Belfast, 30 June 2012

Land of Giants will celebrate iconic Northern Ireland giants on an epic scale with a spectacular show featuring  music, acrobatics, pyrotechnics, special effects and a cast and crew of over 500 people, all in front of an audience of 20,000 on Belfast’s newest events space, the Titanic Slipways. 

The event takes inspiration from some of the giants found in our local history, literature, society and landscape – Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver, the legendary Finn McCool, Harland and Wolff’s iconic Samson and Goliath, the ships the Olympic and Titanic, our industrial achievements and of course the Giant’s Causeway - as well as the vision of Northern Ireland and its people as being giant in ideas, talent and heritage. Funded by Legacy Trust UK Land of Giants will be a highlight of the London 2012 Festival and will play a key role in the lead up to the 2012 Olympic Games presenting Northern Ireland on the international stage.
5)  Peace Camp by Deborah Warner: July 2012

Created by the renowned opera and theatre director Deborah Warner in collaboration with the actor Fiona Shaw and creative producer Artichoke, this major new living artwork has been co-commissioned by Derry~Londonderry Culture Company 2013 for the Cultural Olympiad. 

Installations will appear simultaneously from dusk until dawn at locations around the coast of the UK and Ireland. From Northern Ireland to the tip of Cornwall, from remote Scottish islands to an East Anglian beach, these glowing, murmuring artworks are a poignant exploration of love poetry and a celebration of the extraordinary variety and beauty of our coastline. 

[more...]

6)  Clipper Homecoming Maritime Festival: Derry~Londonderry, 5-8 July 2012

The Clipper Round The World Yacht race will make its homecoming leg from Nova Scotia to Northern Ireland, arriving in Derry~Londonderry in late June 2012 and welcomed by a four day maritime festival at the end of the following week  to celebrate the visit of the world’s longest race.  This is an opportunity to be inspired by the endeavour of the crew and take part in the celebrations to welcome to Northern Ireland yacht crews from around the world.  The only race in the world where taxi drivers rub shoulders with chief executives, vicars mix with housewives, bankers rely on help from nurses or rugby players – a crew that represents all walks of life, where everyone is equal.

7)  FLAGS by Hans Peter Kuhn: The Giant’s Causeway, August/September 2012

This is the year the Giant’s Causeway unveils the visitor centre worthy of its giant reputation as a must-see destination.  FLAGS by Hans Peter Kuhn, a London 2012 Festival event, is an installation embedded in the dramatic landscape of the Causeway, creating a new visitor experience, drawing on the natural power of the elements.  A series of flags randomly positioned along the banks of the cliff face will rotate freely in the wind, creating a flickering pattern of yellow and red set against the backdrop of this spectacular landscape.

8)  50th Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s: Belfast, 19 October – 3 November 2012

The 50th Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s will take place from 19 October - 3 November 2012.  Dance, music, theatre, visual arts, film, classical and world music will all come to life in many forms during this autumnal event.  This year promises a world of talent on your doorstep and in 2012 an extended programme will dramatically increase its visibility and Northern Ireland’s cultural offering, including Belfast’s world-class cultural venues.  

For further information on the key events in ni2012 click on www.ni2012.com.

