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Half Moon Cay — 15th Anniversary Season 2012-13
BACKGROUND & HIGHLIGHTS  
· In December 1996 Holland America Line purchased the uninhabited 2,400-acre island of Little San Salvador from several Bahamian owners for $6 million. Half Moon Cay debuted as a port of call a year later. The line initially invested US$16 million in the facility, which today is situated on 50 acres.
· Half Moon Cay, located less than 100 miles southeast of Nassau, was developed according to the guidelines of the Business Charter for Sustainable Development established by the International Chamber of Commerce.  Environmental management of the island mirrors the ISO 14000 approach employed on Holland America Line ships.

· Only 2 percent of Half Moon Cay has been developed and much of the island remains a migratory bird reserve. 

· The Bahamian National Trust designates part of the island as a wild bird reserve. It is a nesting area for waterfowl, including 10,000 sooty terns, noddy terns, shearwaters, Bahamian pintails and 200 pairs of roseate terns. 
· Half Moon Cay provides a quintessential Caribbean island experience in an authentic natural setting to Holland America Line guests on Caribbean and Panama Canal itineraries. 
· Holland America Line guests consistently rank Half Moon Cay the highest-rated port on the line’s Caribbean itineraries.

· The island supports nearly 100 full-time, year-round jobs for Bahamian craftsmen and hospitality workers from nearby islands. Half Moon generates more than $5.5 million in local purchases and wages annually. To date, $23 million in taxes have been generated for the Bahamas government.
· The name “Half Moon” comes from both the island’s spectacular mile-long, crescent-shaped white sand beach and the name of Henry Hudson’s ship, which is featured on the Holland America Line logo.

FACILITY FEATURES 
· In 2013, guests to the island will notice five new, colorful, two-story Beach Villas available for rent during each call. The luxury hideaways boast exclusive hot tubs on the second floor and provide private accommodations for guests while they relax and experience the island’s highlights. 

· The facilities comprise three areas — the Landing and Welcome Center, Bahamian Village and Tropics Restaurant. The Welcome Center features an information booth, restrooms, bar, Bahamian straw market, ice cream shop, post office, first aid station, island shop and tram stop. Well-marked paths lead to the beach and water sports center and food service area. 
· Each ship anchors off the island, and ship tenders transport guests to the island’s marina. The beach and activities are easily accessible from the marina. 
· A new Private Oasis at Half Moon Cay was added in the past year to provide a luxury setting for private parties and groups.  Amenities feature a hot tub, water slide, private meals, bar service, massage services and priority tender service.  Fifteen smaller private air-conditioned beach cabanas accommodate up to four. 

· Massage on the Beach services are provided by Steiner of London, operator of the salons and spas on board Holland America Line ships, in two air-conditioned cabanas on the beach. 
· A Bahamian–style chapel accommodates weddings and renewal of vows ceremonies and up to 20 guests.  Champagne is offered following the ceremony and each couple is photographed with the ship in the background. 
· The Tropics Restaurant operates a buffet-style barbecue lunch for guests on the island and features open-air dining shelters.  In addition, full service bars are located throughout the island’s main areas and on the beach.   There also is a quiet bar located on the interior lagoon adjacent to Stingray Cove. 
· An accessible 25-passenger tram runs continuously between the Welcome Center and the Tropics Restaurant. Wheelchairs with umbrellas and balloon tires made for use on the sand are available and a paved pathway allows guests in wheelchairs to easily navigate the main public areas. Wheelchair ramps are available at the water sports center and a wheelchair path has been implemented for beach access.  
· Three Water Sports Centers are located throughout the island, two on the beach and one on the lagoon.  They rent beach gear and water sport equipment, including snorkel gear, Aqua Bikes, wind surfing boards, Hobie Cats, kayaks and beach floats. 
· Half Moon Cay features an array of shore activities from cultural to adventurous.  These include new additions of horseback riding by land and sea, personal watercraft adventures on the interior lagoon, and a stingray adventure, as well as catch-and-release deep sea fishing trips, eco tours by glass-bottom boat, parasailing, guided kayak trips and guided bike rides around the island.

· For kids, Half Moon Lagoon aqua park offers large water toys in the shapes of whales, octopi, sharks and dolphins for kids to climb on and a pirate ship water slide that sprays water from its cannons.  A pirate-themed playground is available with two slides and two kid-sized wooden pirate ships.  
· A 5 K running course loops through Half Moon Cay, starting from the marina to the lagoon, past the horse corral and stingray park, ending back at the marina. 
· Captain Morgan® on the Rocks Island Bar - seating a total 326 guests, the bar décor features nautical artifacts and historic references to Captain Morgan’s exploits in these waters more than 350 years ago.
AWARDS 

· For 12 years in a row, Half Moon Cay has received Porthole Cruise Magazine’s Editor-in-Chief Award for “Best Private Island.” 
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