Additional Facts: Power Soccer & The Fernando Foundation
How Power Soccer Works
· Power Soccer is played exclusively from power wheelchairs. 
· The game is adapted to allow shots, blocks and passes from chairs customized to provide freedom of movement. 
· Power Soccer is fast-paced and requires incredible spatial awareness with quick responses. 
· The players rely heavily on team spirit and quiet communication to conquer the game. 
The Fernando Foundation

· In 2002 the Dornans created the Fernando Foundation in memory of Fernando Ruelas, Eric’s close friend and caregiver, and took on Power Soccer as its primary cause. 
· The Dornans found the perfect person to turn their vision into a reality, in David Ruelas, Fernando’s brother and an avid soccer fan and player himself. 
· Working with the Dornans, and other advocates, David helped to grow Power Soccer into a network of more than 60 teams across the United States and around the world.

· The Fernando Foundation is part of an international committee that’s developed global standards for the sport, and paved the way for local, national and international competition brackets that would open the door for more players, and more growth. 
· “The driving force for Power Soccer is the impact it makes on individuals. For so many years they (the players) have had to change their lifestyle, change their way of living. But through Power Soccer, they are no longer different,” says David. “They play in a team sport. They have practices. They have to drive to games. They win. They lose. They have friends with the same disabilities. They can share experiences because they have people who understand them better.”
