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Ben’s Beginners™ Cooking Contest - Background Information
About the Contest:

The UNCLE BEN’S® Brand launched the Ben’s Beginners™ Cooking Contest – a playful competition inspiring parents to cook a kid-friendly recipe with their child. The program, designed to empower and encourage parents to connect with their child one meal at a time, aims to make cooking an enjoyable activity that brings families together and gives children a healthy beginning in life. Let’s get kids cooking!
To enter the contest, parents simply cooked a kid-friendly rice dish with their kids (ages 5-12). Parents then, uploaded a video of their child (three minutes or less) to www.bensbeginnerscontest.com. The video introduced the rice dish and described the experience of cooking together.

The general entry period for the UNCLE BEN’S® Ben’s Beginners™ Cooking Contest began on January 17 and ended on February 26, 2012 at 11:59 p.m. PST.

Finalist Judging Criteria:

On February 27, 2012, all eligible entries received were reviewed by a panel of judges who narrowed the field of entrants to four finalists.  Each video was evaluated and considered based on:

· Personality and ability to engage and inspire the audience (20%)

· Level of enthusiasm for the recipe and cooking (20%)

· Basic knowledge of food and recipe (20%)

· Creativity in answers to posed questions (20%)

· Facebook votes (20%)

Finalist Voting:

Once the four finalists were chosen, their videos were added to the UNCLE BEN’® Brand Facebook page and consumers could vote for their favorite entry everyday beginning on March 26, 2012. For every vote, the UNCLE BEN’S® Brand donated $1 to Rachael Ray’s Yum-o! organization (up to $35,000) - a national non-profit that empowers kids and their families to develop healthy relationships with food and cooking.

Grand Prize:

The Grand Prize winner will receive a $20,000 cash prize, an appearance on The Rachael Ray Show and a cafeteria makeover for their school (valued at $50,000). The grand prize winner will be announced during a live appearance on The Rachael Ray Show, May 2, 2012. 
Eligibility:

Eligible entrants include a parent or legal guardian above the age of majority in their state of residence and a legal resident of the 50 United States (including DC) who has a child between the ages of 5 and 12 years old, who is also a legal US resident. Mars Food US and other entities affiliated with the promotion, as well as their immediate family and household members are ineligible.

For More Information:

Please visit www.bensbeginnerscontest.com.  

