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For additional information on Graduated Driver Licensing and teen driver safety:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.celebratemydrive.com" �Celebrate My Drive® �





� HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/Motorvehiclesafety/Teen_Drivers/GDL/" �Centers for Disease Control and Prevention�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.teendriversource.org/" �The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia�®





� HYPERLINK "http://www.ghsa.org/html/stateinfo/laws/license_laws.html" �Governors Highway Safety Association�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.iihs.org/research/fatality.aspx?topicName=Teenagers&year=2011" �Insurance Institute for Highway Safety�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.nhtsa.gov/Driving+Safety/Teen+Drivers/Teen+Drivers+-+Graduated+Driver+Licensing" �National Highway Traffic Safety Administration�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.nsc.org/safety_road/TeenDriving/GDL/Pages/GraduatedDriverLicensing.aspx" �National Safety Council�





� HYPERLINK "http://teendriving.statefarm.com/?locale=en" �State Farm�®

















Graduated Driver Licensing





Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL)





Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) is an experience-based method for beginning drivers in which driving privileges are introduced in phases. GDL is one of the few tools that is effective in reducing the crash risk of new drivers, according to experts.  





GDL programs establish the minimum acceptable requirements for young drivers as they move through the licensure process. After adopting some form of GDL, states have seen crash reductions between 10 to 30 percent according to � HYPERLINK "http://www.iihs.org/research/qanda/gdl.aspx" �Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS).  � 





Why GDL is important





Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for teenagers. In 2011, 3,023 teenagers (ages 13-19) died in the U.S. from crash injuries according to the � HYPERLINK "http://www-fars.nhtsa.dot.gov/" �U.S. Department of Transportation's� Fatality Analysis Reporting System (� HYPERLINK "http://www.iihs.org/iihs/topics/fars" �FARS�). 





Insufficient driving experience, lack of good judgment, and risky behavior are often key factors that contribute to their higher crash risk. According to IIHS, in the U.S., 16-19 year-olds are nearly three times more likely to die in a fatal car crash than 20 year-old drivers and older. Sixteen and 17 year-olds are at the highest risk of a crash, nearly twice as likely to crash as 18 and 19 year-olds.  





It has been estimated by � HYPERLINK "http://www.teendriversource.org/" �The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia� if the state GDL provisions are strengthened, the lives of tens of thousands of teens can be saved in the next 10 years.








GDL laws help save lives
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Recommended 


GDL provisions and state by state laws
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Map – 21


GDL incentive grants
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State by state 


GDL laws








As a leader in auto safety and the nation’s number one insurer of automobiles, State Farm recommends the following minimum GDL provisions for states





Learner’s Permit Phase:


Entry age of 16 years


Six-month holding period


Fifty hours supervised driving, 10 of these at night


Restriction on wireless communication devices








State Farm® Recommended GDL provisions





State GDLs are not uniform and improvements can be made





How does your state stack up when it comes to keeping teens safe on our roadways?  Find out what your state’s GDL provisions are and when the laws were passed � HYPERLINK "http://www.iihs.org/laws/pdf/gdl_effective_dates.pdf" �here�. 





What can your state do to enhance your GDL laws and decrease teen driver fatalities?  Check out � HYPERLINK "http://www.iihs.org/laws/gdl_calculator.aspx?state=IL" �IIHS’s GDL calcuator�. For example, in Illinois, where State Farm is headquartered, if the GDL provisons were enhanced to match IIHS’s recommended provisions, the organization calculates a 42 percent reduction in fatal crashes in the state. 





Federal incentive program for states to enhance GDL:


�Although all states in the U.S. have enacted some form of GDL, none include all of the State Farm recommended provisions or the provisions outlined in the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (� HYPERLINK "http://www.nhtsa.gov/staticfiles/nti/teen-drivers/pdf/MAP-21.pdf" �MAP-21�). Within the federal legislation, there is an incentive grant program to encourage state adoption of lifesaving teen driving safety laws.  The bill was signed into law by President Obama on July 6, 2012.  





For a state to qualify for a MAP-21 GDL incentive grant, its GDL law must include a minimum of a six month intermediate stage starting directly after the learner's permit phase lasting until the driver turns 18 years old. The intermediate stage must contain nighttime driving, cellphone use and passenger restrictions. No state is currently eligible.





For years, State Farm, along with other safety advocates, has worked to protect teen drivers, knowing that the number one killer of teens is car crashes. Through programs like Celebrate My Drive and continued work towards stronger laws, enforcement, education, and awareness, State Farm is taking a comprehensive approach to save lives. 











Intermediate Phase:


Passenger restriction for unsupervised driving


No non-familial teen passengers for the first, six months 


No more than one non-familial teen passenger for the next six months


Nighttime restriction for unsupervised driving (between 10:00 p.m.– 5:00 a.m.)


Restriction on wireless communication devices








Full Licensure Phase:


Restriction on wireless communication devices until age 18













