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SATELLITE INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITY 

THURSDAY, JUNE 28th 2012 -- 6:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. ET

NEW SURVEY FROM AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION REVEALS AMERICANS SCORE A “D” ON ORAL HEALTH QUIZ

New ADA Website MouthHealthy.org Helps People Brush Up on Oral Health,

Features Top 10 Dental Symptoms, A-Z topics and Find-A-Dentist.

How well do YOU score on the quiz? 
AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW:

DR. MARIA LOPEZ HOWELL, CONSUMER ADVISOR, AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION
BACKGROUND:
A new national survey from the American Dental Association (ADA) reveals most Americans are severely lacking in our knowledge of oral health – and what we don’t know can hurt us.  With the majority of Americans earning a grade of D, the ADA wants to help the public learn more about their oral health by visiting their new website—mouthhealthy.org—and taking the quiz themselves.

Some highlights of the survey: 
· 90 percent of respondents mistakenly believe they should brush after every meal 
· 65 percent of respondents mistakenly believe they should only replace their toothbrush twice a year  
· 75 percent of respondents don’t know what age to take their child to the dentist for the first time
· 81 percent of respondents mistakenly think that sugar causes cavities
· 59 percent of respondents don’t realize cavity-causing germs can be passed from person to person 
On Thursday June 28th, Dr. Maria Lopez Howell, a Consumer Advisor spokesperson for the ADA, will be available to answer questions about the survey as well as discuss how the new website will help families who are looking for reliable information about their oral—and overall—health. 
In addition to testing your dental IQ on mouthhealthy.org, you can learn about the top 10 dental symptoms, A-Z topics, how to find an ADA member dentist, dental products that have earned the ADA Seal of Acceptance and tips and activities to build awareness and make oral health care fun for kids.
SUGGESTED INTERVIEW QUESTIONS:

Tell us about the results of the dental IQ quiz? Sounds like Americans didn’t do very well?
As a dentist, what result did you find the most surprising or concerning?

What are some of the most common myths with regards to oral health?

What is one of the best ways to get a healthy smile?

Where can our viewers go for more information?

For more information please visit www.MouthHealthy.org
More About Dr Maria Lopez Howell:
Dr. Maria Lopez Howell, is a consumer advisor spokesperson for the American Dental Association (ADA), a professional organization representing 7 out of 10 dentists in the U.S. (approximately 157, 000 dentists). Dr. Howell maintains a private practice in the San Antonio area is a presenter at professional scientific gatherings and has co-authored numerous dental abstracts and articles.  She is an adjunct clinical professor at the University of Texas Health Science Center Dental School at San Antonio. As a national spokesperson for the American Dental Association, she also hosts its Dental Minute that provides consumer information on a variety of oral health topics and airs on English and Spanish television and radio stations throughout the United States and South America. Dr. Howell earned Bachelor of Arts degrees in biology and chemistry from St. Mary’s University and a doctor of dental surgery degree from the University of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio. 

To arrange an interview please contact: Alison Welz - 201.360.6679
