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State Farm®/Harris Interactive Survey 

May 29, 2013

In March 2013, State Farm worked with Harris Interactive to conduct a telephone survey of 655 teens, 14-18 years old to take the pulse of teen drivers. 
Control, responsibility, and knowledge

· 40% of teens who have a license or permit said that they have no control over whether or not they will get into a crash when they are driving a vehicle.

· 80% of teens are concerned about other drivers when driving
· 55% of teens are concerned about their level of knowledge/skill when driving
· Only one out of four (26%) teens think they will get into a crash in their first year of driving 

· 62% of teens indicated they have already been in a “scary driving situation,” 27% of teens said they have had a friend injured in a car crash; 17% said they have already been in a car crash themselves, and 20% have caused damage to their car. 

· Nearly all teens who have a license or permit (98%) admit they are personally responsible for their own safety while driving a vehicle and also claim responsibility for the safety of their passengers (99%). 

Risky Behaviors
· Nearly half of licensed teens (49%) admitted to texting while driving and only a small number of permitted teens admitted to the risky behavior (6%).
· All respondents with a license or permit:

· Read texts
36%

· Send texts
30%

· Webbing
12%

· Update social media
10%

· Read emails 
6%

· All respondents with a license or permit who have smart phones:
· Read texts
41%

· Send texts
35%

· Webbing
18%

· Update social media 
14%

· Read emails 
8%

· 67% of teens who drive at least one hour each week said they put their phone away while driving all the time/frequently.

· Those teens who indicated they have ever texted while driving were significantly more likely to indicate they typically have two friends riding with them while driving (25%)

· On a more promising note, 93% of teens stated they wear their seat belt all of the time and 76% of teens indicated having no more than one peer passenger in their car. 
· How many friend(s) do teen drivers typically have riding with them while they are driving?

· 38% have 0 friends 

· 38% have one friend 

· 16% have two friends 

· 5% have three friends 

· 2% have four friends 
Parents influence on teen drivers

· Over half (58%) of teens indicate that their parents usually provide suggestions on how they can become a better driver.

· Those teens with a permit (69%) are more likely to indicate this than those teens without license or permit (53%). 

· The majority (64%) of teens indicate that the best way to learn how to drive is time behind the wheel with their parents.

· Those teens with a permit (74%) are more likely to indicate this than those teens without either a permit or a license (59%).

