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Gorilla Costume or Jumper Cables?  Is Your Trunk Roadside Emergency Ready?
In November 2013, State Farm® worked with KRC Research to design and conduct a survey evaluating the state of driver’s trunks and roadside emergency preparedness. 
A Peek Inside America’s Trunks
· Men’s vs. women’s trunks.

Men were more likely than women to have at least one of the essential emergency supplies in their trunk including jumper cables (64 percent of men vs. 53 percent of women), a flashlight (62 percent of men vs. 48 percent of women), and a first aid kit (47 percent of men vs. 40 percent of women).
Nearly two in three (66 percent) drivers with emergency supplies say they take it upon themselves to make sure they have working emergency car supplies in their vehicle. Males (81 percent) are significantly more likely than females (53 percent) to check their vehicle’s emergency supplies.
· Variety of junk in drivers’ trunks.
Two-thirds of drivers (67 percent) had some sort of “junk” in their trunk (shoes, toys, gifts, used food or drink containers, etc.). Only one out of three (33 percent) drivers claim to have a “junk” free trunk or storage area.   
· Drivers claim their trunk is tidy and clean. 


More than eight out of 10 (83 percent) say that their trunk or storage area is “tidy.”  A little less than two out of 10 (17 percent) admit to having a “messy” trunk. 

· Younger drivers may need the most “trunk improvement.”

Younger drivers (ages 18-29) are the most likely to say their trunks are messy and least likely to say they are satisfied with the content of their trunk or storage area. In fact, one in 10 (11 percent) report they don’t even know what is in their trunk.  

Trunk Improvement Needed 
· Drivers need more emergency supplies in their vehicle.

While nearly all drivers (96 percent) had at least one emergency item in their vehicle, such as a spare tire or jumper cables, most drivers are not adequately prepared. The survey found that less than one out of 10 (five percent) carried all the emergency roadside equipment that are recommended. 
· Drivers need to check if their emergency car supplies are working.

Nearly four in 10 (38 percent) drivers with emergency supplies say they check that their supplies are working at least twice a year or more, the recommended frequency. Thirty-one percent of drivers say they only check once a year and 32 percent say they have never checked at all. 
Methodology

The study was an online survey designed and conducted by KRC Research on behalf of State Farm from October 25 to November 3, 2013. In all, 1,000 drivers among a demographically representative U.S. sample of adults 18 years of age and older were surveyed.  All respondents were required to have a valid U.S. driver’s license to participate in the survey. This online survey is not based on a probability sample and therefore no estimate of theoretical sampling error can be calculated.
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