
Maternal Mortality…
• Is one of the oldest medical tragedies still facing 
 the world today
• Is defined as the death of a woman related to 
 complications from pregnancy or childbirth and 
 not accidental or incidental causes

80 PERCENT of maternal 
deaths are caused directly by 
common, often preventable, 

complications such as severe 
bleeding, high blood pressure 
disorders during pregnancy 

and childbirth, and infections1

Merck has committed $500,000,000 
over the next 10 years to help 
create a world where no woman 
dies while giving life

It will cost the world economy an estimated 
$15,000,000,000 in lost productivity of mothers 
and newborns dying from complications of 
pregnancy and childbirth per year1

MERCK FOR MOTHERS IS FOCUSED ON …
• New innovations that can treat the two leading causes of death– excessive 
 post-birth bleeding (post-partum hemorrhage) and high-blood pressure 
 disorders during pregnancy and childbirth (pre-eclampsia and eclampsia)
• Access to better maternal health services so more women can have healthy 
 pregnancies and births with good medical care
• Awareness of maternal mortality among the general public so that this issue 
 receives the global attention it deserves 

For more information, visit www.merckformothers.com
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YOU CAN HELP, TOO.
Share stories of the day a loved one was born at 
www.Facebook.com/MerckForMothers. For every story 
shared, Merck makes a donation to Join My Village, a 
program from CARE that empowers women and girls 
and supports safe pregnancies and deliveries.

EVERY 2 MINUTES another 
woman dies from 

pregnancy or childbirth 
complications2

49 COUNTRIES

around the world 
have lower maternal 
mortality rates than 
the United States3

DESPITE MEDICAL ADVANCES, PREVENTABLE MATERNAL 
DEATHS CONTINUE AND THE FACTS ARE SHOCKING… 

around the world die 
unnecessarily during 

pregnancy or childbirth 
each day2

APPROXIMATELY
800 WOMEN

died from complications 
during pregnancy and 

childbirth in 20102

287,000 WOMEN
will be lost in the next 10 

years if nothing more is done

NEARLY
3,000,000 MOTHERS

• Complications during pregnancy and childbirth are 
 a leading cause of death and disability for women 
 of reproductive age in developing countries1

• The majority of maternal deaths can be 
 prevented— the tools and services are available 
 to save women’s lives

The rate of maternal mortality
in the United States has

DOUBLEDDOUBLED
in the past 20 years3


