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WORLD PREMATURITY DAY

WHO: 
The March of Dimes is working with the World Health Organization, the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health, and Save the Children, in support of the Every Woman Every Child movement, led by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.  It also is part of the World Prematurity Network, an alliance of dozens of parent, support and professional groups from across the globe working together to raise awareness about the global toll of preterm birth.

Some of the leading parent groups include: 

· LittleBigSouls International Foundation, Africa, www.littlebigsouls.com/
· National Premmie Foundation, Australia, http://www.prembaby.org.au/
· European Foundation for the Care of Newborns and Infants, EFCNI, Europe,         www.efcni.org
· Bliss, United Kingdom, www.bliss.org.uk
· Home for Premature Babies, China
WHAT: 
Second annual World Prematurity Day to raise awareness about the issue of premature birth around the world.
New information for countries worldwide on late preterm births and what can be done to save them is expected to be released on World Prematurity Day. 

WHEN: 
November 17, 2012
WHERE:
 Events will be held in the United States, Australia, Nigeria, Asia and Europe. 
Visit http://www.facebook.com/WorldPrematurityDay to learn more. We’re asking everyone to show their support for prematurity prevention efforts by going to Facebook and posting a story and a picture of their child, family member or friend whose child was born too soon. A global map will light up each individual’s posting and allow them to connect with others, share their stories and support each other from anywhere in the world. 

WHY: 
Premature birth is a very serious health problem for babies everywhere. Worldwide, 15 million babies are born preterm and more than a million die as a result. Babies who survive often have lifelong health problems such as cerebral palsy, vision and hearing loss, and intellectual disabilities.
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