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GREG MILLER 
Senior Vice President of Development, Caesars Entertainment 
 
Greg Miller is Senior Vice President of Development at Caesars Entertainment. In that role he is 
responsible for its large-scale development projects including the pursuit of expansion 
opportunities throughout the United States, as well as oversight of design and construction for 
the company.  
 
Miller has spent his career as a leader at several of the world’s most recognizable brands.   
Prior to joining Caesars in 2004, he was President of Universal Studio’s theme park resort 
located one hour south of Barcelona. Prior to relocating to Spain, Miller was the Senior Vice 
President of the international/new business development unit at Universal’s Parks and Resorts 
Group. Before joining that group, Miller served in various strategic planning and finance roles at 
PepsiCo. 
 
Miller holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of Notre Dame. He later received a master’s 
degree in management, with a concentration in marketing, from the Kellogg Graduate School of 
Business at Northwestern University. 

 
DAVID CODIGA  
Executive Project Director, The LINQ, Caesars Entertainment 
 
As Executive Vice President of the Universal Studios Recreation Group, David Codiga led the 
design and development of Universal Studios Japan in Osaka, Universal’s Islands of Adventure 
and the Universal Orlando Resort in Florida, as well as many iconic rides and attractions 
including: Jurassic Park, Terminator 2, Spiderman 3D and Earthquake. During Codiga’s tenure 
as Executive Vice President of Universal Creative, he managed a staff of more than 500 design, 
production, construction and project management professionals. Codiga is a senior executive 
with 20-plus years of management experience in the themed entertainment, software and 
Internet industries. He has an exceptional track record of leading large multidisciplinary project 
teams and corporate organizations through the process of developing complex projects. Codiga 
has strong operational, management and leadership skills. 
  
In 2004, Codiga began a consulting practice specializing in the development of large-scale 
entertainment projects in Asia. Codiga is an expert in leading projects from the idea stage 
through the completion of construction and opening. His success is based upon maximizing the 
value of the initial idea, maintaining rigorous control over budget and schedule, and delivering a 
final product that exceeds the demands of the marketplace. His clients have included Metro-



Goldwyn-Mayer Studios, Turner Broadcasting and Tatweer, a member of Dubai Holdings. 
Codiga currently serves in a full-time role for Caesars Entertainment as Executive Project 
Director of The LINQ. 
 

JON GRAY 
Vice President and General Manager, The LINQ, Caesars Entertainment 
 
Jon Gray was appointed Vice President and General Manager of The LINQ in April 2012. In this 
capacity, he is responsible for the leadership, planning and execution of The LINQ, set for 
completion in 2013. Gray brings a wealth of experience in the Las Vegas hospitality industry to 
this new role. Most recently he served as Senior Vice President and General Manager of the 
N9ne Group at The Palms Casino Resort in Las Vegas where he supervised every facet of the 
company, including oversight and operations for the property’s nightclubs, restaurants and pool. 
 
Beginning in 2005, Gray also held a variety of positions at The Palms, including Vice President 
of Brand and Revenue Development, which included supervision of the resort’s highest profile 
events and clients, sales and operations for the Fantasy Suites, as well as public relations, 
marketing initiatives and sponsorships. Previous positions at the property include assistant to 
the president, special operations manager and assistant hotel manager. 

Born and raised in Tonopah, Nev., Gray earned his bachelor’s degree in business management 
from the University of Nevada Las Vegas in 2006. While in school, he assisted with the opening 
of two Las Vegas resorts, Wynn Las Vegas and the SKYLOFTS at MGM Grand. Gray began his 
career in hospitality as an assistant front desk manager at Paris Las Vegas and front desk clerk 
at Bally’s Las Vegas. 
 
 

RETAIL ADVISORS 
 

RICK J. CARUSO 
Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Caruso Affiliated 
 
Rick J. Caruso is the Chief Executive Officer of Caruso Affiliated, the Los Angeles-based real 
estate development company he founded in 1990. Caruso Affiliated owns and manages a 
portfolio of upscale outdoor retail/entertainment properties that attract more than 40-million 
people annually and are designed to reflect the unique character of the communities they serve. 
Properties include The Grove, The Commons at Calabasas and The Promenade at Westlake, 
as well as The Americana at Brand. 
 
Caruso believes strongly in public service and civic responsibility. Early in his career he served 
as the youngest Commissioner in the city’s history when he was appointed to the Board of the 
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power in 1985 and served as President until 1993 and 
was again tapped for this position by Mayor Riordan from 1997 to 2000. He served as President 
of the Los Angeles Police Commission from 2001 to 2005. Appointed by Governor 
Schwarzenegger, he currently sits on the Los Angeles Coliseum Commission and was the 
driving force in banning raves at this public facility.  
 
Caruso was named “Business Person of the Year” by the Los Angeles Business Journal in 
2009, adding to a long list of awards and personal accomplishments. KCET honored Caruso 
with its prestigious “Visionary Award” and he recently received a “Philanthropist of the Year” 
award from the Los Angeles Association of Fundraising Professionals.  
 
After graduating from the University of Southern California with a Bachelor of Science degree 
with honors, Caruso obtained his juris doctor degree in 1983 from Pepperdine University School 



of Law where he was a Brock Scholar. He was “of counsel” with a national law firm in corporate 
finance until 1987, when he began to devote his energies full time to real estate development. 

 
 

DESIGN ARCHITECT   

 

DAVID SCHWARZ 
David M. Schwarz Architects 
 
David M. Schwarz is the President and CEO of David M. Schwarz Architects, Inc. As Director of 
the firm, he leads, orchestrates and reviews the design process of all the firm’s projects. 
Schwarz’s featured works include The Ballpark in Arlington, The Nancy Lee and Perry R. Bass 
Performance Hall, Cook Children’s Medical Center, Yale Environmental Science Center, 
Southlake Town Square, American Airlines Center, and Schermerhorn Symphony Center. 
Schwarz currently serves as Chairman of the Yale School of Architecture Dean’s Council; a 
member of the jury of the Richard H. Driehaus Prize; and on the Boards of Directors of the 
Wolfsonian Museum in Miami Beach Florida and the Youth Orchestra of the Americas in 
Arlington, VA. Additionally, he serves as the Jury Chairman for the Vincent J. Scully Prize Fund 
Endowment of the National Building Museum. Established in 1976, David M. Schwarz Architects 
is a Washington, D.C.-based design firm that strives to produce the highest and best quality of 
design appropriate to each project. The firm currently employs an architectural and 
administrative staff of 40. They are the designers of cultural, institutional, commercial, sports, 
educational and residential projects across the United States. 

 
BRANISLAV HETZEL 
Hetzel Design 
 
As founder, design principal and CEO of Hetzel Design, Branislav Hetzel brings together 
contemporary architectural and master planning design talent with unique entertainment 
experience - setting his work apart in terms of creativity and relevance to both client and 
customer demands - creating innovative and timeless design solutions with bold and powerful 
aesthetics.  
 
Hetzel earned his Bachelor of Arts in Architecture at the University of Belgrade and his Master 
of Architecture at University of California Los Angeles. Prior to founding Hetzel Design in 2001, 
he served as the director of design at Landmark Entertainment Group, leading design teams 
through a diverse variety of projects including large-scaled mixed-use developments, theme 
parks, movie production, high-end retail projects and cultural attractions.  
 
With a proven track record of international design solutions that are entertaining and engaging, 
innovative and contemporary, Hetzel brings an unparalleled blend of skills, experience and 
talents to any project – whether it be casino anchored resorts, retail or entertainment 
destinations, mixed-use urban retail, landmark hotels or urban planning.  
 
Hetzel Design is involved in numerous high profile international projects including the Chengdu 
Intangible Culture Center, a 2,500,000-square foot development that includes a museum, five 
star hotel and retail center, and the award-winning mixed-use development, 8500 Burton Way, 
in Los Angeles.   
 



ARCHITECT OF RECORD  

 
BRIAN FINK and JOHN WALD 
Klai Juba Architects  
 
Klai Juba Architects, founded in 1995, is a professional design, architecture and planning firm 
specializing in hospitality and gaming resort projects. Since 1978, founding principals John Klai 
and Dan Juba developed industry leading experience and a solid reputation through their 
extensive work on the Las Vegas Strip. Along with principal John Wald and associate principal 
Brian Fink, they assembled a talented team of project architects and designers; all committed to 
design while providing high quality service and meeting the most demanding deadlines in the 
industry. Klai Juba has enjoyed the opportunity to develop relationships with, and continues to 
serve significant players in the gaming industry including: Seminole Gaming, The Cordish 
Company, Marriott International, Caesars Entertainment, Morgans Hotel Group, Silverton 
Casino Lodge, Starwood Hotels and Resorts Worldwide, Cannery Casino Resorts, Hard Rock 
Hotel and Casino, Edge Development, Mandalay Resort Group, CIRI Gaming, Little River 
Casino, Viejas Casino, Midwest Gaming, Coast Casinos, Pala Band of Mission Indians and 
MGM Mirage. 
 
 

WHEEL DESIGN  

 

PHIL HETTEMA  
The Hettema Group – Wheel Concept Design 
 
Phil Hettema serves as President and Creative Executive at The Hettema Group, founded in 
2002. Prior to founding his own company, Hettema was Senior Vice President, Attraction 
Development for Universal Studios Theme Parks Worldwide for more than a decade. He was 
responsible for the creative development of attractions and shows, and ongoing master planning 
for all five Universal parks. As a full-service design firm, The Hettema Group is a highly 
collaborative staff of veteran designers, architects and creative artists who can transform the 
spark of a single concept into a destination, an interactive exhibit, a ride or a cultural attraction. 

 
MICHAEL WILLFORD 
Arup Engineering – Wheel Engineering and Design 

Arup Engineering is an independent firm of designers, planners, engineers, consultants and 
technical specialists offering a broad range of professional services. Founded in 1946 with an 
initial focus on structural engineering, Arup first came to the world’s attention with the structural 
design of the Sydney Opera House, followed by its work on the Centre Pompidou in Paris. Arup 
has since grown into a truly multidisciplinary organization. Arup provides engineering design 
and development services, project and risk management and other specialist services such as 
economic planning. Arup skills have contributed to some of the most significant industrial and 
structural engineering infrastructure projects in the past 50 years. Most recently, its work for the 
2008 Olympics in Beijing has reaffirmed its reputation for delivering innovative and sustainable 
designs that reinvent the built environment. Arup brings together broad-minded individuals from 
a wide range of disciplines and encourages them to look beyond the constraints of their own 
specialties. As the engineering and design team for The Las Vegas High Roller, Arup will build 
upon the knowledge gained during the design of the Singapore Flyer and London Eye to 
develop the “next generation” wheel structure that will become the tallest observation wheel in 
the world. 
 



GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

BILL RICHARDSON 
W.A. Richardson Builders 
 
Bill Richardson has developed, designed and constructed casino resorts for more than 35 
years, including the Mandalay Bay and Monte Carlo resorts. Projects include construction of 
over 13,000 hotel rooms, 500,000 square feet of casino space, seven spas, 50 restaurants and 
clubs, and two million square feet of exhibit/convention/retail space. Specialty projects include a 
riverboat, numerous theaters, an arena and an aquarium. WA Richardson Builders recently 
completed the redesign of The Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas casino and acted as general 
contractor for the nine celebrity restaurants and spa. Clients include Caesars Entertainment, 
Deutsche Bank and Marriott International. 


