Dr. Rachel Herz, Scent and Emotion Expert
Dr. Rachel Herz, Ph.D is a world-leading expert in the psychological science of smell. She has been conducting research on the sense of smell since 1990, has published over 65 original research papers, contributed numerous chapters to and co-edited college textbooks and academic anthologies, received a variety of awards and grants, and is on the faculty of Brown University.  Dr. Herz also consults for the world’s foremost fragrance and flavor companies, and is frequently called upon as an expert witness in cases involving the sense of smell.   Her first popular science book: The Scent of Desire: Discovering Our Enigmatic Sense of Smell  was published in 2007 and selected as a finalist for the “2009 AAAS Prize for Excellence in Science Books.”   Her latest book That’s Disgusting, released in January 2012 explores the emotion of disgust from culture to neuroscience and explains how this fascinating emotion is a mirror of human nature. 
For more information see: www.rachelherz.com
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Dr. Herz’s most recent book That’s Disgusting illuminates the science behind disgust, tackling such colorful topics as cannibalism, humor, and pornography to address larger questions: Why do sources of disgust vary among people and societies? Where does disgust come from in our brain and what deeper fears does it reflect? How does disgust influence our individual personalities, our daily lives, and our values? It turns out that disgust underlies more than we realize, from political ideologies to the lure of horror movies. Drawing on surprising research in psychology and evolutionary biology, That’s Disgusting shows us that disgust mirrors human nature and, as a result, is as complex and varied as we are.
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