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30th Anniversary of NORD and the Orphan Drug Act
2013 has special significance for everyone with a rare disease.  This year marks the 30th anniversary of the Orphan Drug Act and of the National Organization for Rare Disorders (NORD).  Here are a few facts related to rare diseases and orphan products:
The Orphan Drug Act was approved by the U.S. Congress in December 1982 and signed into law by President Ronald Reagan on January 4, 1983.  

The primary sponsors of the Orphan Drug Act in Congress were Representative Henry Waxman of California and Senator Nancy Kassebaum (now retired) of Kansas.  Support was bipartisan.  

NORD’s president for its first 25 years, Abbey Meyers, is considered the primary patient advocate responsible for getting the Orphan Drug Act enacted.

NORD was established in 1983 by patient organizations such as the Huntington’s Disease Society of America and the Tourette Syndrome Foundation that had worked together on behalf of the Orphan Drug Act and realized their collaboration made them stronger.
The Orphan Drug Act is considered very successful and has resulted in more than 2,700 potential therapies in the research pipeline and more than 400 approved products. 
NORD represents all Americans affected by rare diseases, their families, and the medical professionals providing their care.  NORD serves as the hub of the rare disease community, drawing together all who seek to improve the lives of rare disease patients.

NORD’s services today include education for patients, medical professionals and the public; advocacy on public policies affecting the community; grants and other support for rare disease research; patient assistance programs to help patients obtain lifesaving medications; and mentoring for patient organizations.  

NORD sponsors Rare Disease Day and other activities to increase public awareness.  Follow NORD on Facebook and Twitter, and visit NORD at:

www.rarediseases.org   www.rarediseaseday.us   www.rareconnect.org
