
 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
When is the American Cancer Society’s 100th birthday? 
May 22, 2013. 
 
Why is the American Cancer Society’s 100th birthday significant?  
One-hundred years ago, the word “cancer” was only spoken in whispers, and we lost almost all patients to the 
disease. Thanks to 15 determined physicians and business leaders who wanted to raise awareness of cancer 
back in 1913, the American Cancer Society has grown to become the world’s leader in the fight to end the 
disease. We believe our 100th birthday is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to acknowledge the progress we’ve 
made together this past century and to celebrate the millions of lives saved. It is significant because it gives us 
an additional opportunity to rally everyone everywhere to help us finish the fight once and for all by taking 
action now.  
 
Are we winning the war on cancer?  
While we believe our 100th birthday is an opportunity to celebrate the progress we’ve made during the last 
century, it is not a time to rest. Our number one priority is to eliminate cancer as a major health problem so we 
never lose another loved one to this disease. We’re on a mission to finish the fight, and we believe our 100th 
birthday is a unique chance to re-energize people everywhere to take action to make that possible. It’s not a 
party we hope to celebrate; it’s our declaration to make this cancer’s last century and put the American Cancer 
Society out of business that excites us most.  
 
What do you mean by finish the fight? How will you do that? 
When we say we want to finish the fight, we mean that we want to eliminate cancer as a major health problem 
and ensure everyone who gets cancer survives. There are several key areas that we will focus on to help 
make this possible: 

 We’ll continue to ensure lifesaving cancer research gets funded.  

 We’re undertaking a historic research study called the Cancer Prevention Study-3 (CPS-3) that will help 
us understand how to prevent cancer and save lives. We want to meet our enrollment goal of at least 
300,000 adults from various racial/ethnic backgrounds from across the U.S. this year.  

 We’ll make sure people facing cancer have the help they need when they need it, like a free place to 
stay during treatment and a ride to get there.  

 We’ll keep fighting for everyone to have access to quality health care, lifesaving screenings, clean air, 
and more. 

 
What has the American Cancer Society accomplished in the past 100 years? 
After 100 years of saving lives and creating more birthdays, we’re leading the way in working tirelessly to 
transform cancer from deadly to treatable and from treatable to preventable. Here are just a few of the 
accomplishments we’ve played a role in during the last century. 

 Today, 2 out of 3 people diagnosed with cancer are surviving. In fact, more than 400 people a day are 
celebrating birthdays that would have otherwise been lost to the disease. 

 We’ve contributed to a 20 percent decline in cancer death rates in the US since the early 1990s. That 
means we’ve helped save nearly 1.2 million lives during that time. 

 We’ve played a role in nearly every cancer research breakthrough in recent history. 



 

    

 

 Each year, we help cancer patients everywhere get the help they need when they need it. For example, 
last year alone, we assisted nearly one million people who called us for help, providing free services 
like a place to stay while traveling for treatment, rides to treatment, emotional support, and much more. 

 Our work has helped lead to a 50 percent drop in smoking since the 1960s, which has contributed to an 
overall drop in lung cancer death rates. 

 
How can I get involved to help the American Cancer Society finish the fight? 
As a member of the media, you are uniquely positioned to help us finish the fight against cancer. We can’t do 
this alone. We need everyone, in every community, to join us today. Here are ways you can help encourage 
participation: 

 

 Text the word ‘FIGHT’ to 41518 to make a $10 donation to the American Cancer Society and help 
'finish the fight'. Message and data rates may apply; visit cancer.org/ttg for terms and conditions. You 
can also visit cancer.org/fight to make a donation online. Your donation will help the American Cancer 
Society fund lifesaving cancer research, ensure people facing cancer everywhere have the day-to-day 
help they need to get well, and fight for everyone to have access to lifesaving screenings, treatment, 
clean air, and more. 
 

 Star in your own print advertisement using our new Facebook application: Starting on April 22, 
2013, everyone can star in a print advertisement to show support for finishing the fight against cancer. 
Visit the American Cancer Society's Facebook page to create your own "life list" and show the world 
what you’re fighting for. It takes less than 5 minutes. (See an example of our celebrity “life lists.”)  
 

 Light up your profile: Starting on May 20, 2013, you can light up your profile picture on Facebook 
and/or Twitter to show that you are committed to helping the American Cancer Society finish the fight 
against cancer. Monitor facebook.com/americancancersociety for details. 
 

 Pledge to "make noise" in a Moment AGAINST Silence: The Society is using its 100th birthday as an 
opportunity to encourage everyone to take a Moment Against Silence by pledging to do one thing to 
help finish the fight, such as donating, enrolling in our historic Cancer Prevention Study-3 to help us 
better understand how to prevent cancer, and/or make healthy choices to reduce cancer risk. Details 
will be available on cancer.org/fight on May 22. 
 

 Help the American Cancer Society better understand what causes cancer by enrolling in the 
Cancer Prevention Study-3. The American Cancer Society is inviting men and women between the 
ages of 30 and 65 who have no personal history of cancer to join this historic research study. We are 
also asking cancer survivors and those who aren’t eligible to tell at least one person about it. By joining 
CPS-3 or spreading the word, you can help us understand how to prevent cancer. Learn more at 
cancer.org/cps3. 
 

 Participate in an American Cancer Society event: Join a local Relay For Life® event or Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer® walk in your community. Learn more at cancer.org/involved. 
 

 Like the American Cancer Society on Facebook, follow us on Twitter (@AmericanCancer). 
 

 Share the American Cancer Society message: Radio and television broadcasters can share the 
American Cancer Society Public Service Announcements available through NABSpotCenter.org. 

 
  

http://www.cancer.org/ttg
https://www.cancer.org/involved/donate/donateonlinenow/finishthefight/index
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanCancerSociety
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanCancerSociety
http://www.cancer.org/fight/moment-against-silence
http://www.cancer.org/cps3
http://www.relayforlife.org/getinvolved/findanevent/app/findanevent.aspx
http://makingstrides.acsevents.org/site/PageServer?pagename=MSABC_FY13_findanevent
http://makingstrides.acsevents.org/site/PageServer?pagename=MSABC_FY13_findanevent
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanCancerSociety
http://www.twitter.com/americancancer
https://psa.nab.org/


 

    

 

How is money raised for the American Cancer Society used to help finish the fight against cancer? Are 
the funds raised through these efforts designated or restricted to certain programs? 
 
Every dollar donated helps the American Cancer Society save lives in every community by helping people stay 
well, helping people with cancer get well, by finding cures, and by fighting back against the disease. Funds 
raised during our 100th birthday will help: 

• Fight the disease with groundbreaking research 
• Provide free information, services, and support to cancer patients and their loved ones 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week 
• Provide help to people facing cancer today with services like free rides to and from treatment or a free 

place to stay when treatment is far from home 
• Work with lawmakers to make beating cancer a top priority 

The American Cancer Society meets or exceeds the standards established by the Better Business Bureau 
(BBB) Wise Giving Alliance. Our organization is among a select group of charitable organizations in 
possession of the BBB's Wise Giving Seal. 
 
Why has it been so difficult to finish the fight against cancer? 
During the past 100 years, we’ve learned that cancer is not just one disease, but a collection of more than 200 
different diseases that are all incredibly complex. As much as we would love to find the “magic bullet” that will 
end cancer forever, we know that the process of scientific discovery is what ultimately will turn cancer from 
deadly to treatable, and treatable to preventable.  Scientific discovery is the backbone of all progress against 
the disease, and it is a painstaking and incremental process that requires a significant investment of time and 
money to show results.   
 
We are making progress in the fight against cancer, but we have much more to do before we can claim victory 
over the disease. While we understand more than we ever have about what causes cancer, how to find it early 
and treat it effectively, there are still cancers for which these questions remain unanswered. The Society has a 
long history – from our cancer prevention studies dating back to the 1950s to our significant investment in 
extramural grants since 1946 - of helping to answer the questions of how to prevent, detect, and treat all 
cancer.  It is crucial that we continue to invest in the scientific research that will help answer those questions, 
and ultimately will help finish the fight.  
 
 
 
 
 


