
Usonia is the second exhibit at The SC Johnson Gallery: At Home with Frank 
Lloyd Wright, which showcases a rotating selection of Wright designs and  
artifacts, and explores the legendary architect’s influence on families and the 
American home. Here’s a primer on Wright’s iconic Usonian designs.

HElpful terms
Usonia – Frank Lloyd Wright used the term “Usonia” to describe his vision  
for affordable, yet well-designed homes for middle-income families. The word is  
an acronym for “United States of North America” and its people — the inspiration  
for Wright’s vision. 

Broadacre City – Beginning in 1932 with the design of Broadacre City, Wright 
worked on his vision for a planned Usonian community that would include homes but  
also factories, businesses, farms, schools and more — all integrated with nature and 
drawing their style from the local environment. Later plans called it The Living City.

Open Plan – Architectural designs that make use of large, open spaces. Like  
his Prairie-Style designs, Wright’s Usonian designs planned the living room and dining 
room as one continuous space free from partitions and doors. This aimed to create  
a natural flow and to draw occupants out of rooms and into a shared central space.

Organic Architecture – Buildings that appear to fit with, and even grow 
from, their natural surroundings. The term also refers to the connectedness of all  
elements of a design. In organic architecture, all of a structure’s features — from  
its interior space and exterior shape, to its windows and furniture — relate to and  
complement each other as organic parts of a whole.

USONIA: FRANK LLOYD 
WRIGHT’S VISION OF 
THE AMERICAN HOME

Tours of the Wright-designed SC Johnson campus and The SC Johnson Gallery:  
At Home with Frank Lloyd Wright are free and open to the public.

Learn more: www.scjohnson.com/visit

“ The house of moderate cost is not only 
America’s major architectural problem, 
but the problem most difficult for her 
major architects. As for me, I would 
rather solve it with satisfaction to 
myself and Usonia than build anything 
I can think of…. That house must be 
a pattern for more simple, and at the 
same time, more gracious living: new, but suitable to 
living conditions as they might so well be in the country 
we live in today.”

– Frank Lloyd Wright

Exhibition organized by S.C. Johnson and Son, Inc. in cooperation 
with the Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation, Scottsdale, AZ and the 
Milwaukee Art Museum.

USON IAN  FEATURES
The Usonian style aimed to incorporate revolutionary design 
and construction at an affordable price. Wright’s first Usonian 
home, Jacobs House I, was $5,500.

Usonian homes typically featured natural materials and  
three key living areas: shared living spaces, small bedrooms 
and a kitchen-dining area.

Based on floor heating he had seen in Japan, in the Usonian 
homes Wright employed pipes circulating hot water  
embedded in the concrete  
slab floors. Hot air rose, cold  
air fell to the floor to be heated.  
He called this “Gravity Heating.”

Usonian architecture was designed  
to adapt to and highlight the natural  
surroundings, and to blur indoor and  
outdoor spaces with sweeping  
views and light.

Wright’s 1955 venture with  
Heritage-Henredon furniture was  
designed to make his Usonian  
vision for furniture available  
on a nationwide scale.


