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Tonmeister Geoff Martin 

Sound matters at Bang & Olufsen, where outstanding acoustics is always at least half the picture. Tonmeister Geoff Martin is responsible for tuning loudspeakers that deliver music just the way the artist and the recording engineer intended it to sound. 

For Bang & Olufsen’s sound engineers, the goal has always been to create products that reproduce music and soundtracks as authentically as possible. “We constantly explore the limits of technology to ensure that our customers experience a sound recording exactly the way the artist and the recording engineer intended it – nothing more, nothing less,” says Tonmeister Geoff Martin. 
It is Geoff Martin’s unique task to combine an engineer’s precision and a musician’s sensibilities as he fine-tunes Bang & Olufsen speakers before their market launch.

At Bang & Olufsen, Martin works with engineers and designers to ensure that everything they do comes together to produce the company’s signature sound: naturally authentic, fully balanced and delightfully accurate. “We create our loudspeakers using two complementary approaches,” Martin explains. “Physical testing, where we carry out measurements with microphones – and listening, where we customise the sound based on real-world experience. 

Geoff never attempts to make the loudspeakers sound like a live performance. The goal is to make the music that you hear in your living room sound the same as what the artist heard in the recording studio. So, the approach is to go back to the studio, and listen to the music using the studio’s monitor loudspeakers and compare that to Bang & Olufsen’s loudspeakers in a living room.

This approach to sound combines tech sheet measurements with sound design. The tech sheet is like a recipe, but the final “sound” of the loudspeaker is, in large part, the result of a design process. So, you need to be able to move effortlessly from the specifications to the perceived sound and back again in order to even come close to perfect sound. But, of course, there is much more to a Bang & Olufsen product than pure sound.

“From my point of view, a given speaker is comprised of a bunch of things. One is how good does it sound, but another is how good does it look, and another is how easy it is to use”. And all of those things are mixed to decide how good is the product, how good is the speaker.

The trick then is to combine good sound with other values such as good design and functionality. According to Geoff, no one does this better than Bang & Olufsen.

More about Geoff Martin

If nothing else, Geoff Martin is a perfectionist. Although this does not win him many popularity contests, this undoubtedly benefits all final products coming from Bang & Olufsen. 

Originally from Newfoundland, Canada, Dr. Geoff Martin has degrees in music performance, sound recording and acoustics simulation. He has taught electronics and electroacoustic music composition at McGill University and the University of Ottawa. He is presently working in the acoustics development department at Bang & Olufsen a/s in Denmark. Geoff is a member of the Audio Engineering Society (AES) and the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). In addition, Geoff is the author of a textbook on sound recording which is available at www.tonmeister.ca. He lives in Denmark with his wife, who is also Canadian, and their two children.
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Bang & Olufsen was founded in Struer, Denmark, in 1925 by Peter Bang and Svend Olufsen, two innovative, young engineers devoted to high quality audio reproduction. Since then, the brand has become an icon of performance and design excellence through its long-standing craftsmanship tradition and the strongest possible commitment to high-tech research and development.

Still at the forefront of domestic technology, Bang & Olufsen has extended its comprehensive experience with integrated audio and video solutions for the home to other areas such as the hospitality and automotive industries in recent years. Consequently, its current product range epitomizes seamless media experiences in the home as well as in the car and on the move.

For more information on Bang & Olufsen, please visit www.bang-olufsen.com.
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