
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Atlantis – The Spacecraft 
Fun Facts and Figures about NASA’s Atlantis Orbiter 

 

Guests at the new Space Shuttle Atlantis
SM

 may come across these and other fascinating facts 

and figures about the orbiter Atlantis during their visit: 

 

 Atlantis’ official name is OV-104, or Orbiter Vehicle 104. It is the fourth in the fleet of five 

orbiters – Columbia, Challenger, Discovery, Atlantis and Endeavour. The first orbiter to be 

built, Enterprise, never flew in space; it was used to test critical phases of landing and other 

aspects of shuttle preparation. 

 Atlantis flew on 33 missions and logged more than 126 million miles and 307 days in space. 

 Exactly 207 astronauts have flown on Atlantis.  

 Atlantis was named after the two-masted boat that served as the primary research vessel for 

the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute in Massachusetts from 1930 to 1966. The boat had 

a 17-member crew and accommodated up to five scientists who worked in two onboard 

laboratories, examining water samples and marine life. The crew also used the first electronic 

sounding devices to map the ocean floor. 

 Construction of the orbiter Atlantis began on March 3, 1980. Thanks to lessons learned in the 

construction and testing of orbiters Enterprise, Columbia and Challenger, Atlantis was 

completed in about half the time in man-hours spent on Columbia. This was largely 

attributed to the use of large thermal protection blankets on the orbiter's upper body, rather 

than individual tiles which required more attention. 

 Weighing in at 151,315 pounds when it rolled out of the assembly plant in Palmdale, Calif., 

Atlantis was nearly 3.5 tons lighter than Columbia.  

 Like each orbiter, Atlantis measures 122.17 feet long, roughly the size of three 40-foot-long 

school buses parked end to end, with a wing span of 78.06 feet. The orbiter’s height on the 

runway is 57 feet.  

 Atlantis arrived at NASA's Kennedy Space Center on April 9, 1985, and over the next seven 

months, was prepared for her maiden voyage. 

 On Oct. 3, 1985, Atlantis launched on her first space flight, STS 51-J, with a classified 

payload for the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD). The vehicle went on to carry four more 

DOD payloads on later missions. 

 Starting with STS-71, Atlantis pioneered the Shuttle-Mir missions, flying the first seven 

missions to dock with the Russian space station.  



 On STS-79, the fourth docking mission, Atlantis ferried astronaut Shannon Lucid back to 

Earth after her record-setting 188 days in orbit aboard Mir. 

 Atlantis delivered several vital components to the International Space Station, including the 

U.S. laboratory module, Destiny, as well as the Quest Joint Airlock and multiple sections of 

the Integrated Truss structure that makes up the station’s backbone. 

 Atlantis also ferried and deployed the Compton Gamma Ray Observatory (CGRO), the 

second of NASA’s great observatories. At the time of its launch on April 5, 1991, Compton, 

at 17 tons, was the heaviest astrophysical payload ever flown aboard Space Shuttle Atlantis. 

 STS-135/Atlantis was the final space shuttle mission and took place July 8-21, 2011. The  

13-day mission carried more than 9,400 pounds of spare parts, spare equipment and other 

supplies to the ISS in the Raffaello multipurpose logistics module, including 2,677 pounds of 

food. The supplies were delivered to sustain space station operations for the next year. The 

21-foot-long, 15-foot-diameter Raffaello brought back nearly 5,700 pounds of unneeded 

materials from the station. 

 

About Space Shuttle Atlantis
SM 

The world’s most comprehensive attraction devoted to the space shuttle, Kennedy Space Center 

Visitor Complex’s new Space Shuttle Atlantis
 
brings visitors nose-to-nose with Atlantis as only 

astronauts have seen it before – with payload bay doors open as if it were floating in space. 

 

More than 60 exciting, educational touch-screen experiences and high-tech simulators invite 

guests of all ages and all interest levels – from students to “space geeks” – to “be the astronaut,” 

bringing to life the people, passion and patriotism behind NASA’s 30-year Space Shuttle 

Program as well as the complexity of the engineering marvel that launched the Hubble Space 

Telescope and built the International Space Station (ISS). Visitors can spend their vacations 

making memories such as conducting a virtual space walk; docking to the ISS; creating sonic 

booms and gliding down the Re-entry Slide; experiencing the sensation of floating in space; and 

strapping in to the sights, sounds and sensations of a shuttle launch, among many other 

interactive experiences. 

 

Space Shuttle Atlantis
 
is

 
the centerpiece of the 10-year master plan developed by Delaware 

North Companies Parks & Resorts, operator of Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex for 

NASA since 1995. The Visitor Complex is not funded through tax dollars or appropriated funds. 

Operation, maintenance and development are funded through revenue generated by ticket, food 

and merchandise sales. Space Shuttle Atlantis is the culmination of years of development by 

Delaware North Companies Parks & Resorts and St. Louis-based PGAV Destinations, in 

partnership with NASA. The attraction is included in regular admission to Kennedy Space 

Center Visitor Complex. 

 

About Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex 

Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex brings to life the epic story of the U.S. space program, 

offering a full day or more of fun and educational activities, including the Kennedy Space Center 

Tour featuring the Apollo/Saturn V Center with an actual Saturn V moon rocket, the new Angry 

Birds
™

 Space Encounter, Shuttle Launch Experience, 3D IMAX
®
 space films, Astronaut 

Encounter, Exploration Space: Explorers Wanted and many other interactive exhibits. Admission 

also includes the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame
®
, featuring historic spacecraft and the world's 



largest collection of personal astronaut memorabilia, which opens daily at noon and closing 

times vary by season. Only 45 minutes from Orlando, Fla., Kennedy Space Center Visitor 

Complex opens daily at 9 a.m. with closing times varying by season.  Admission is $50 + tax for 

adults and $40 + tax for children ages 3-11.  

 

In honor of the Year of Atlantis, the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex Commander’s Club 

Annual Pass is on sale for a limited time at a discounted rate of $55 + tax for adults and $45 + 

tax for children ages 3-11 when purchased online or by phone only. Regular price of $63 + tax 

for adults and $53 + tax for children ages 3-11 applies for all gate purchases. For more 

information or to purchase tickets or an annual pass, call 877-313-2610 or visit 

www.KennedySpaceCenter.com. 

 
#ShuttleAtlantis 
Twitter: @ExploreSpaceKsc 
facebook.com/KennedySpaceCenterVisitorComplex 
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Media Contacts: 

Andrea Farmer, 321-449-4318, afarmer@dncinc.com 

Nancy Glasgow, 407-375-2433, nancy@bitner.com  
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