
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1,200-word General Feature for Immediate Pick-Up: 

 

The Next Best Thing to Space: Be the Astronaut at the World’s 

Most Immersive Space Attraction – Space Shuttle Atlantis
SM

  
 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (June 28, 2013) – KENNEDY SPACE CENTER – Few among 

us haven’t at one time wondered what it would be like to be an astronaut... To float in 

weightlessness. To watch from space as the sun rises around the edge of the darkened Earth. Or 

to take a space walk and be the hero who makes a complex repair outside the International Space 

Station (ISS). And of course, to experience the thrill of launch. 

 

The new Space Shuttle Atlantis
SM

 attraction at Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex does 

more than invite guests to come nose to nose with the actual Atlantis orbiter that flew in space 33 

times and still bears the scars, scorch marks and space dust of its last mission. The 

comprehensive and interactive attraction beckons them to “be the astronaut” and take part in a 

host of incredibly realistic simulated experiences that bring to life the excitement, passion and 

awe-inspiring magnitude of the 30-year Space Shuttle Program like never before – and like 

nowhere else on Earth.  

 

Much more than a museum or science center, yet more authentic and educational than a theme 

park, Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex once again defies categorization with the new 

$100 million Space Shuttle Atlantis attraction, just as it did in 2007 with the opening of the 

Shuttle Launch Experience
®
. It combines top-of-the-line audio/visual and show systems, cutting-

edge theme park technology seen in Orlando’s newest and most popular attractions, seldom-seen 

NASA images and footage, and reality-based astronaut training simulations, resulting in a totally 

immersive attraction that is arguably the closest guests can get to living and working in space –

short of applying to the astronaut corps. 

 

“As the home of human spaceflight, Kennedy Space Center launched and processed all 135 

space shuttle missions from 1981 to 2011 – including Space Shuttle Atlantis’ 33 missions, so 

having an orbiter here makes a lot of sense,” said Bill Moore, chief operating officer of Kennedy 

Space Center Visitor Complex. “Kennedy Space Center is more than just a final destination for 

Atlantis, it is, and always has been, home.” 



 

Anticipation builds as guests are drawn toward the more than 18-story, high-fidelity replica of 

the shuttle’s external fuel tank (ET) and two solid rocket boosters (SRBs) outside the attraction – 

exacting models of the real shuttle components down to the last bolt.  This majestic gateway 

spans 184 feet into the sky and sits 24 feet off the ground, inviting guests to touch and even walk 

beneath a structure that only astronauts and launch pad technicians have seen this closely before. 

The building, too, speaks to the indomitable spirit of the Space Shuttle Program with a skyward 

reaching “wing wall” in a gradient of gray that represents the ceramic tiles on the underside of 

the orbiter and an outer wall, or a horizontal “swoosh” of shimmering red and orange, 

representing the fiery glow of launch and re-entry. 

 

Indoors, excitement builds palpably as guests wonder, “Where is Atlantis?” But much like a 

good novel, a few chapters must unfold before guests can truly get to the heart of the space 

shuttle story. Bold graphics bearing “intimate” images of the iconic American spacecraft provide 

a teaser to the view that awaits. Many of these incredible, rarely-before-seen photographs feature 

quotes from the shuttle program’s unsung heroes, those among the thousands of personnel who 

worked behind the scenes, such as space shuttle main engine technicians, white room 

technicians, tile experts, and others. On these graphics and in interactive kiosks throughout the 

attraction, they speak to the sense of pride, patriotism and accomplishment they felt working on 

the shuttle, many for the entire length of the program.  

 

The story continues to unfold as guests travel further into the attraction. Actual NASA footage as 

well as dramatic re-enactments blend together in a fully immersive, technologically advanced 

audio/visual environment with multimedia and cinematic presentations highlighting more than a 

decade of painstaking development it took to design and build what is still considered an 

engineering marvel today – a vehicle that launched like a rocket, flew in orbit like a spacecraft 

and landed on a runway like a glider – and was able to be reused over and over again.  

 

The exact moment when guests meet Atlantis face to face is one of pure awe that every guest 

deserves to experience for him or herself. The view that awaits them, however, is part of the 

draw. It’s a scene to which only astronauts have been privy before – Atlantis tilted on its side at a 

43.21-degree angle, seeming to float in space with its payload bay doors open and its robotic arm 

extended, as if it has just undocked with the ISS and is beginning its journey home.  

 

A few moments alongside Atlantis might be enough to send most guests home happy, but it’s 

just one part of the larger experience. More than 60 interactive, touch-screen experiences and 

high-tech simulators, spread among nine distinctly themed areas, bring to life the complexity of 

the shuttle as well as its most notable accomplishments – the deployment and repair missions for 

the Hubble Space Telescope and the assembly of the International Space Station (ISS). 

 

A high-fidelity replica shows the Hubble Space Telescope in all its glory, 43 feet long and 14 

feet in diameter, displayed with its solar panels fully deployed. Practically side by side with 

Atlantis, the replica helps guests more vividly imagine how massive payloads were transported 

into space by the powerful shuttle. A 40-seat theater shows highlights of the Hubble program, 

including its 1990 launch and subsequent repair missions and the last repair by the crew of STS-

125 Atlantis in May 2009 – as well as its stunning images of deep space that have not only 



provided invaluable data on the universe but also have paved the way for far-reaching and 

diverse spin-off technology, including that used for breast cancer detection. 

 

At the International Space Station gallery, guests can climb aboard a high-fidelity replica of ISS 

modules and experience the sensation of floating in space, then pay a virtual visit to the space 

station at the Microgravity Theater, a full-size, high-fidelity replica of the ISS’s Destiny module. 

Interactive touch screens offer a variety of topics about living and working aboard the ISS, which 

are then explained using real footage shot exclusively for the Microgravity Theater by actual ISS 

crewmembers. 

 

Nearby, freestanding pods recreate selected components of the station, including the galley, or 

kitchen, upside-down astronaut sleeping quarters and the training potty used in Houston. Here, 

guests can use the in-bowl camera to align their bottoms and practice making a good seal, 

earning certification to “go” in space. A 16-foot-long, 4-foot-wide interactive media wall not 

only tracks the location of the real ISS but also provides downloads from the crew’s Twitter feed 

as well as videos, images and information about ISS crewmembers, scientific research, NASA 

spinoffs, spacewalks, and more.  

 

Visitors of all ages can see what it takes for astronauts to land the orbiter as a high-speed glider, 

creating their own sonic booms and sliding to a landing on the steep slope of the Re-entry Slide. 

An entire area devoted to training simulators lets prospective astronauts test their skills at landing 

the orbiter, docking to the ISS and manipulating the robotic Canadarm. But of course, a day in 

the life of an astronaut wouldn’t be complete without strapping in to the sights, sounds and 

sensations of a shuttle launch at Shuttle Launch Experience, which opened in 2007 and is now a 

part of Space Shuttle Atlantis. 

 

Whether visitors simply want to see a space-flown orbiter up close, celebrate the Space Shuttle 

Program they grew up with, or someday play a role in developing NASA’s next generation of 

manned spacecraft, Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex brings space just a little closer. 

 

About Space Shuttle Atlantis
SM 

The world’s most comprehensive attraction devoted to the space shuttle, Kennedy Space Center 

Visitor Complex’s new Space Shuttle Atlantis
 
brings visitors nose-to-nose with Atlantis as only 

astronauts have seen it before – with payload bay doors open as if it were floating in space. 

 

More than 60 exciting, educational touch-screen experiences and high-tech simulators invite 

guests of all ages and all interest levels – from students to “space geeks” – to “be the astronaut,” 

bringing to life the people, passion and patriotism behind NASA’s 30-year Space Shuttle 

Program as well as the complexity of the engineering marvel that launched the Hubble Space 

Telescope and built the International Space Station (ISS). Visitors can spend their vacations 

making memories such as conducting a virtual space walk; docking to the ISS; creating sonic 

booms and gliding down the Re-entry Slide; experiencing the sensation of floating in space; and 

strapping in to the sights, sounds and sensations of a shuttle launch, among many other 

interactive experiences. 

 



Space Shuttle Atlantis
 
is

 
the centerpiece of the 10-year Master Plan developed by Delaware 

North Companies Parks & Resorts, operator of Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex for 

NASA since 1995. The Visitor Complex is not funded through tax dollars or appropriated funds. 

Operation, maintenance and development are funded through revenue generated by ticket, food 

and merchandise sales. Space Shuttle Atlantis is the culmination of years of development by 

Delaware North Companies Parks & Resorts and St. Louis-based PGAV Destinations, in 

partnership with NASA. The attraction is included in regular admission to Kennedy Space 

Center Visitor Complex. 

 

About Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex 

Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex brings to life the epic story of the U.S. space program, 

offering a full day or more of fun and educational activities, including the Kennedy Space Center 

Tour featuring the Apollo/Saturn V Center with an actual Saturn V moon rocket, the new Angry 

Birds
™

 Space Encounter, Shuttle Launch Experience, 3D IMAX
®
 space films, Astronaut 

Encounter, Exploration Space: Explorers Wanted and many other interactive exhibits. Admission 

also includes the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame
®
, featuring historic spacecraft and the world's 

largest collection of personal astronaut memorabilia, which opens daily at noon and closing 

times vary by season. Only 45 minutes from Orlando, Fla., Kennedy Space Center Visitor 

Complex opens daily at 9 a.m. with closing times varying by season.  Admission is $50 + tax for 

adults and $40 + tax for children ages 3-11.  

 

In honor of the Year of Atlantis, the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex Commander’s Club 

Annual Pass is on sale for a limited time at a discounted rate of $55 + tax for adults and $45 + 

tax for children ages 3-11 when purchased online or by phone only. Regular price of $63 + tax 

for adults and $53 + tax for children ages 3-11 applies for all gate purchases. For more 

information or to purchase tickets or an annual pass, call 877-313-2610 or visit 

www.KennedySpaceCenter.com. 

 

#ShuttleAtlantis 

Twitter: @ExploreSpaceKsc 

facebook.com/KennedySpaceCenterVisitorComplex 
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Media Contacts: 

Andrea Farmer, 321-449-4318, afarmer@dncinc.com 

Nancy Glasgow, 407-375-2433, nancy@bitner.com  
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