Discovering Nature & The Smurfs
Campaign Sponsor: 

 USDA Forest Service 
Volunteer Advertising Agency:
 Sony Pictures
BACKGROUND: 

The Ad Council and the USDA Forest Service have been partners since 2008, encouraging parents and caregivers to reconnect their children with nature.  According to the Institute for Social Research at the University of Michigan, children who play outside are more creative, have lower stress levels and more active imaginations. They also become fitter and leaner, develop stronger immune systems and have greater respect for themselves and others as well as the environment. 
In an exciting new effort, The Ad Council and the USDA Forest Service have partnered with Sony Pictures to create PSAs featuring characters and footage from the CG feature, The Smurfs 2.  
The Smurfs are classic characters adored by generations of children and parents alike.   As inhabitants of the forest, the Smurfs know firsthand all the benefits the forest has to offer – clean water, fresh air, plant life, and exciting new adventures. These PSAs, which feature Smurfs characters enjoying their forest habitat, encourage both parents and children to experience all the wonder that nature has to offer.  The campaign hopes that once children have a chance to experience nature, they, like the Smurfs, will become lifelong stewards of the forests and their beauty. 

CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVES:

· Encourage parents, caregivers and their kids to go out to the forest to experience and reconnect with nature. 

· Encourage a love for nature in kids by fostering a connection with urban and national forests, ultimately creating a lifelong interest and legacy of stewardship through first-hand experience.

TARGET AUDIENCE:


· Parents and “tween” children, ages 8-12.

DID YOU KNOW?

· U.S. children spend 50 percent less time outdoors than 20 years ago. 

Learn more by visiting www.DiscoverTheForest.org
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