Wildfire Prevention

Campaign Sponsors: 

 USDA Forest Service and National Association of State Foresters
Volunteer Advertising Agency:
 Draftfcb (Irvine - Orange County)
BACKGROUND: 

Since 1944, Smokey Bear has been the symbol of protection of America's forests from human-caused fire. Smokey Bear is recognized by 97% of adults, and 3 out of 4 adults are able to recall Smokey’s message of "Only You Can Prevent Wildfires" without prompting.  His message of wildfire prevention is the center of one of the most successful PSA campaigns in our nation's history.  The term wildfire applies to any uncontrolled outdoor fire.
The most recent round of PSAs takes a more educational approach, incorporating proper extinguishing techniques for various fire-start scenarios. Knowing this information will help people more safely interact with fire when recreating outdoors. Smokey’s look has also been updated, as he returns to his more nostalgic roots with a softer and warmer appearance. 
CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVE:

· To continue to decrease the number of human-caused wildfires while continuing to increase public awareness and prevention of wildfires.  

· To remind adults that Smokey Bear is counting on them to prevent human-caused wildfires and encourage them to not only practice fire safety habits but also to step in when others act carelessly.  
TARGET AUDIENCE:


· Urban adults who live in the wildland/urban interface.
· Rural/suburban adults who are casual campers, hikers, and mountain bikers who are likely to be responsible for a wildfire.
DID YOU KNOW:
· Over the past 12 years, an average of 6.9 million acres of land was burned each year by wildfire.

· The principle causes of human-related wildfires are campfires left unattended, debris burning on windy days, careless discarding of smoking materials and BBQ coals, and operating equipment without spark arrestors.
· 9 out of 10 wildfires are caused by humans nationwide.  
· It’s always wildfire season somewhere in the U.S. and every region of the U.S. has wildfires.
Learn more by visiting www.SmokeyBear.com.
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