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Major Dan Rooney
Founder, Folds of Honor Foundation

Major Dan Rooney is the founder of the Folds of Honor Foundation and Patriot Golf Day, a former F-16 pilot in the Oklahoma Air National Guard, a golf course owner, a PGA Professional and USGA Member.  He was also the only motivational team speaker for the U.S. Ryder Cup team in Wales (2010), an amazing opportunity that has been historically reserved for Presidents.

Folds of Honor Foundation is a non-profit organization that provides educational scholarships to the spouses and children of military service members disabled or killed in action. Patriot Golf Day, Folds of Honor's flagship fundraising event and one of the largest grassroots fundraising efforts in sport's history, is a collaborative effort with The PGA of America and the USGA.
Rooney founded the Folds of Honor Foundation following his second tour of duty in Iraq in 2007. While a passenger on a commercial flight, Rooney witnessed an event that profoundly changed his life. As the plane landed, the pilot announced, “Ladies and gentlemen, we have an American hero on board – Corporal Brock Bucklin – and his twin brother, Corporal Brad Bucklin, is accompanying him home from Iraq. As a sign of respect, please remain seated while Corporal Bucklin’s family receives him in his final homecoming.” Rooney watched through the window of the plane as the flag-draped casket was lowered. He saw a family waiting for Brock, and a four-year old boy waiting for his father. That homecoming scene became the inspiration for Rooney to create the Folds of Honor Foundation.

Since its inception in 2007, Folds of Honor has raised more than $25 million, including more than $17 million through Patriot Golf Day events, and awarded more than 5,000 educational scholarships to families of wounded or fallen soldiers.
For his work with Folds of Honor, Rooney has received the White House's Presidential Volunteer Service Award, the Air National Guard's Distinguished Service Medal, the Ellis Island Medal of Honor and The PGA of America's first-ever Patriot Award. He has also been recognized as one of People Magazine's Heroes of the Year and one of ABC World News Tonight's Persons of the Year. He also received the 2012 William D. Richardson Award, presented by the Golf Writers Association of America (GWAA), recognizing individuals who have consistently made an outstanding contribution to golf.

A Major in the Oklahoma Air National Guard and a decorated military aviator, Rooney has served three combat tours in Iraq. He is a two-time recipient of the "Top Gun" award and was honored with the "Spirit of Attack" award as a top graduate of F-16 training. He has received many decorations to include the Air Force Commendation Medal, Air Medal, Anti-terrorism Medal, Combat Readiness Medal and Air Expeditionary Medal.

Rooney is the author of A Patriot’s Calling - Living Life between Fear and Faith and is a motivational speaker on the Washington Speaker’s Bureau.
Rooney founded The Patriot, a Robert Trent Jones, Jr.-designed course near Tulsa, Okla., which also serves as home to the Folds of Honor Foundation headquarters. The Patriot is a significant donor to the Folds of Honor Foundation and host course of the Patriot Cup.

Rooney earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from University of Kansas in 1995 and a Masters of Science in Performance Psychology in 1996. He and his wife, Jacqy, are the parents of four daughters, Victoria, Tatum, Mia and Reese.
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