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PRESS RELEASE



           STOCKHOLM, SEPTEMBER 9, 2013

Absolut ANNOUNCES A creative COLLABORATION WITH Brazilian graphic novel artist rafael  grampá
Following its long-standing tradition of collaborating with cutting-edge artists, Absolut is proud to announce a creative collaboration with Brazilian graphic novel artist Rafael Grampá. The collaboration is the first under the company’s new brand ethos – Transform Today – under which Absolut will celebrate artists who ignore fate, break boundaries and transform themselves and their disciplines. 

“We have been following Rafael Grampá for some time, and are very happy to collaborate with such a progressive artist. He transforms graphic design by looking at each page he created as choreography, not just simple storytelling,” says Jonas Tåhlin, VP Global Marketing at Absolut. “Absolut has always believed in the transformative power of art. Together with the world’s most inspiring artists, we want to inspire people to find their daring creative spirit, in order to break from the past and recreate their future.”
Starting today, absolut.com features an artist profile with exclusive videos and other audio-visual content presenting Rafael Grampá and his work.
”When I decided to become a graphic novel artist, I was working as director of animation in a really cool animations studio. It was a great opportunity, but I was working for another man’s dream – not for my dream. So I left and I decided to become what I always had wanted to be,” says Rafael Grampá. ”I often question what beauty is and what is considered to be ugly. That’s why I am an artist. To make people question established truths and ultimately themselves, and the way they look at the world.”

Together with the Grampá collaboration, Absolut is also announcing creative collaborations with French musician/director Woodkid, American digital media artist Aaron Koblin and French haute couture designer Yiqing Ying. Starting in November 2013, a collaboration will be extended to include global audiences both online and in real life. In early 2014, the transformative work of these collaborations will be celebrated and presented for the world to be inspired by.
“This is exciting times for Absolut. For 30 years – ever since our first art ad was created by Andy Warhol – globally renowned artists have made amazing works inspired by our iconic bottle. Now, we transform the way we collaborate with artists,” says Tåhlin. “We want to do things differently – with higher ambitions. We’ll take a more active part in stimulating transformation and pushing the cultural scene forward. For us, tomorrow is not a given. It’s what you create.”

A first video presenting Rafael Grampá’s thoughts on transformation can be found on 

www.youtube.com/absolut. For additional information on Grampá, including videos, imagery and other audio-visual content, please visit www.absolut.com. 

For information on the collaborations with Woodkid, Aaron Koblin and Yiqing Yin, please visit www.absolut.com. 

For information on Absolut products, please visit www.absolut.com. 

About the Artist

Rafael Grampá  (35) BRAZIL
Rafael Grampá is a Brazilian graphic novel artist and writer. Infusing his work with amazing linework, stunning colors and fantastic details, Grampá puts his own unique style stamp onto everything he creates. From his Daredevil redesign to his take on a modern day Batman, Grampá's unconventionally amazing ink style saw him become the first Brazilian to be invited to create a comic strip for Wolverine. Grampá won an Eisner Award In 2008 for his collaboration in the independent anthology "5", same year that he released his first solo work, a independent graphic masterpiece called Mesmo Delivery and he won two HQ MIX AWARDS, the “Brazilian Eisner Awards” for “Best Artist” and “Best Especial Graphic Novel”.

Grampá sees each page he creates as choreography, not just simple storytelling. With influences like Tarantino and Peckinpah, Grampá is bringing a sense of rock and roll into his designs as he transforms each page of his graphic novels into a work of art.  

For further information, please contact:
Andrew Rozas, PR Manager

Absolut
andrew.rozas@pernod-ricard.com

+46 70 919 53 25

The Absolut Company has the worldwide responsibility for the production and marketing of Absolut VODKA. Absolut VODKA is the world’s fourth largest premium spirits brand, and it is sold in 126 markets. Every bottle of Absolut VODKA is produced in Åhus in southern Sweden. The head office is located in Stockholm, Sweden. Since July, 2008, The Absolut Company is a part of Pernod Ricard, which holds one of the most prestigious brand portfolios in the sector.
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