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Villa Maria’s Award-Winning R ange of Wines

“Great wine starts with exceptional vineyards and exceptional people. If you have these  
foundations, you have the best chance of making the finest wines.” – Sir George Fistonich

Villa Maria sources grapes from New Zealand’s premium grape growing regions: Marlborough, Hawkes Bay, Gisborne and 
Waipara and produces wines in state-of-the-art winemaking facilities in Auckland and Marlborough. Each wine is crafted in  
the unique, fruit-driven style of New Zealand, showcasing the very best of the country’s distinct wine regions. 

The winery is committed to producing top quality wine and does this by finding the best vineyard sites, hiring professional viticulturists 
to expertly manage the vineyards and advising contract growers so they can obtain the best results from their vineyards.

Villa Maria offers four distinct tiers of wines.

PRIVATE BIN 
Trusted, award-winning wines of exceptional value 

The Private Bin label represents Villa Maria’s commitment to approachable, consistent quality wine. It’s an excellent value range 
popular with wine lovers around the world. The wines in this tier include Sauvignon Blanc, Dry Riesling, Pinot Gris, Chardonnay 
(Unoaked), Pinot Noir and Merlot/Cabernet. Suggested retail price ranges from $14.99 to $19.99.

CELLAR SELECTION 
Complex and elegant, delivering exceptional quality 

An emphasis on fruit quality and minimal handling results in intensely f lavored, elegant and food-friendly wines for the Cellar  
Selection label. Wines include Sauvignon Blanc, Dry Riesling, Pinot Noir and Merlot/Cabernet. Suggested retail price ranges 
from $21.99 to $29.99.

RESERVE 
The most distinguished of Villa Maria’s wines displaying ultimate finesse. 

Only Villa Maria wines of exceptional quality are awarded the “Reserve” designation. These wines are blends crafted from  
a particular region’s most outstanding vineyards. Offerings include Reserve Sauvignon Blanc Wairau Valley, Pinot Noir  
Marlborough and Cabernet/Merlot Hawkes Bay Gimblett Gravels. Suggested retail price ranges from $32.99 to $44.99.

SINGLE VINEYARD 
Wines with identity 

Each wine within this range displays its own distinct characteristics, which result from the unique terroir of the vineyard from 
where the fruit is sourced. The winemaking approach for the Single Vineyard range is for minimal intervention, allowing the 
wine to ref lect the place it was grown. Produced in very limited quantities, offerings include Taylors Pass Sauvignon Blanc,  
Taylors Pass Chardonnay and Taylors Pass Pinot Noir. Suggested retail price ranges from $27.99 to $43.99.
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Celebr ating 50 years of Exceptional Winemaking

Villa Maria Estate is New Zealand’s most awarded winery and this year marks 50 years since the first vintage of Villa Maria wine 
was bottled by Founder and Owner Sir George Fistonich. 

In 1961, at just 21-years of age, George leased five acres of land from his father in Mangere, Auckland and started off with just 
an acre of vines. He harvested his first grapes in 1962 and made his first wine under the name Villa Maria. 

Throughout the 1960s Villa Maria was a one-man show, with George’s wife, Gail, supporting him in his venture. He made dry 
red and white wines, sourcing grapes from the greater Auckland regions. In the early 1970s, he started to employ staff and the 
company began to expand rapidly. 

Today, Villa Maria employs more than 250 permanent staff and exports wine to over 50 countries worldwide. The company has two 
state-of-the-art winery facilities – one in Auckland (North Island) and one in Marlborough (South Island). 

Sir George Fistonich has spent five decades at the forefront of New Zealand’s wine industry.  As an icon and pioneer of the  
industry, Villa Maria is known for its bold and innovative changes such as moving to 100% screw cap in early 2000 through  
to the emphasis on sustainable practices in every area of the company. 

VILLA MARIA ESTATE MILESTONES: 

1962: Villa Maria’s first vintage 

Late 60s: Villa Maria’s Wine Club was established to educate consumers in wine & food pairing 

Early 70s: Villa Maria employed first staff 

Early 80s:  Villa Maria pioneered the first grape grower bonus system where growers were paid based on quality and not on quantity 

1988: Export commenced 

1995: Villa Maria became an accredited member of Sustainable Winegrowing New Zealand (SWNZ) 

2000: Marlborough winery opened

2001: Villa Maria decided to become a cork-free zone and to move to 100% screw caps 

2005: Auckland winery & vineyard park opened 

2009: George Fistonich received the country’s first knighthood for his services to the New Zealand wine industry 

2012: Villa Maria Estate celebrates 50 vintages of exceptional winemaking and family ownership
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Sustainability: A Founding Objective

“As a family company, the desire to leave something for the next generation is 
an ever-present and overriding business objective.” – Sir George Fistonich

Being environmentally responsible is a core objective and has long been a key driver for Villa Maria Founder and Owner  
Sir George Fistonich. Villa Maria Estate has a long held commitment to be environmentally responsible and to operate using 
sustainable practices. These values are inherent in the long-term view Villa Maria takes of the wine business. 

CERTIFICATES 

Sustainable Winegrowing New Zealand (SWNZ) 

Villa Maria has been a member of Sustainable Winegrowing New Zealand (SWNZ) since its inception in 1995. SWNZ, an initiative 
of New Zealand Winegrowers, provides a best practice model for vineyards and wineries involving the sustainable management of 
land and resources to meet the needs of today without adversely affecting the needs of tomorrow. 

ISO Certification 

All Villa Maria wineries and company-owned vineyards are certified with the environmental management system ISO14001.  
The overall idea of this ISO accreditation is to establish an organized approach to systematically reduce the environmental  
impact of Villa Maria’s wine production. 

BioGro Certification

In 2009, Villa Maria was the first major New Zealand winery to achieve BioGro organic certification from the vineyard to the 
winery, bottling facility and its warehouse. BioGro is a not-for-profit organic producer and consumer organization, actively 
working to grow organics in New Zealand. This means wine made from grapes grown at Villa Maria’s organic vineyards, is 
bottled at its main bottling facility, enabling them to trace organic certification for their organic wines from grapes to bottle. 

CEMARS Certification 

In 2010, Villa Maria marked another milestone in sustainability, achieving Certified Emissions Measurement and Reduction 
Scheme (CEMARS) certification, as part of its strategy to reduce the company’s carbon footprint. CEMARS is an internationally 
recognized carbon reduction program developed in New Zealand by Landcare Research and focuses solely on measuring and 
managing an organization’s carbon footprint or greenhouse gas emissions profile. www.villamaria.co.nz 
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SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES 

Organic Vineyards 

Villa Maria currently grows and harvests BioGro-certified organic grapes on selected vineyards in Auckland, Hawkes Bay and 
Marlborough. The company started its first organic vineyard in Hawkes Bay in 2000 and achieved full certification of the site  
in 2004. The company currently has four vineyards under organic management and plans to progressively implement organic 
practices throughout all of its vineyards. 

Heat Recovery 

Both Villa Maria wineries have installed heat recovery systems, which take waste heat from the refrigeration plant and store it for 
use in the winemaking process. The recovered heat is used to warm grape juice prior to and during fermentation, and to warm 
the wine before it is bottled. The heat recovery plant complements gas and electric energy and enables the winery to significantly 
reduce its total energy consumption. 

Night Air Cooling 

Villa Maria’s Auckland warehouse features a night air cooling system importing night air into the warehouse where the wine acts 
as a giant “chill pack” to maintain optimum temperatures, even during the summer heat. 

Natural Lighting 

Villa Maria’s wineries are designed to use natural light as a source of daytime illumination. This provides a healthier environment  
for staff and significant energy savings. 

Recycling 

Villa Maria actively encourages recycling in its wineries. Grape pressings are either recycled as cattle feed or composted as nutrient 
for the vineyards. The company has an ongoing commitment to separating all plastic, glass and metals waste. In fact, approximately 
70 percent of the packaging used for a bottle of Villa Maria Private Bin wine is made from recycled material. 

Hybrid Vehicles 

Since 2007, Villa Maria has been progressively changing its sales team automobile f leet to low emission hybrid vehicles.
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Villa Maria Estate: The Vineyards

Quality grapes are the essence of quality wine and, with this top of mind, Villa Maria places great emphasis on selecting  
premium vineyard sites. New Zealand offers winemakers a land unlike any other from which to create unique and  
spectacular wines. Grapes are grown across the country, a distance stretching over 1,000 miles and over a diverse landscape. 
From the warm clay soils in the north of New Zealand to the cool snowy mountains in the South Island, each region imparts  
its own style and character to the wine.

Villa Maria Estate owns vineyards and has long-term grower contracts in the top wine regions of New Zealand, including  
Marlborough, Hawkes Bay, Gisborne and Auckland.

MARLBOROUGH 
Situated on the north-east coast of the South Island, Marlborough enjoys warm and sunny days, cooler nights and a long growing season.

Climate  
The Hawkes Bay region enjoys very high sunshine hours with warm summer temperatures and relatively dry  
autumn weather. The region offers myriad soil types and a climate ideal for growing a range of grape varietals.

Grape Varieties  
International demand for Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc has allowed the region’s wine industry to blossom. In recent years, 
Marlborough has seen newer varietals from this region f lourish, particularly Pinot Noir and Riesling.

HAWKES BAY 
Hawkes Bay is located on the east coast of the North Island, halfway between Auckland and Wellington. 

Climate  
The Hawkes Bay region enjoys very high sunshine hours with warm summer temperatures and relatively dry autumn weather. 
The region offers myriad soil types and a climate ideal for growing a range of grape varietals.

Grape Varieties  
Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot are the major grape varietals planted in the region  
by Villa Maria Estate.

Gimblett Gravels  
Many of the red grape varietals are planted in company owned and managed vineyards in the area known as  
Gimblett Gravels. In fact, Villa Maria is the largest landowner in this small winegrowing district. Now regarded  
as an appellation in its own right, Gimblett Gravels represents 34 wineries and winegrowers. The area, which takes  
in the Gimblett Road, is defined both by location and by soil type. The area has unique, free-draining shingle soils  
and average temperatures up to three degrees warmer than most other areas in Hawkes Bay. 
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GISBORNE 
Gisborne, the first city in the world to see the sun each day, is located on the sunny East Coast of the North Island.

Climate  
Gisborne’s climate is generally characterized by warm summers and mild winters. Gisborne is one of the sunniest places in  
New Zealand with average yearly sunshine of around 2200 hours. The region’s annual rainfall varies from about 39 inches near 
the coast to over 98 inches in the higher inland country. Temperatures of 106° have been recorded and an average 65 days a year 
reach a maximum of over 78°. Gisborne has bountiful sunshine but it can also suffer from frequent autumn rainfall. 

Grape Varieties  
The key grape varietals grown in Gisborne include those that need plenty of sunshine, but ripen early, such as  
Chardonnay. Chardonnay is the varietal most widely planted by Villa Maria Estate in this region, but Pinot Gris  
is also planted.

AUCKLAND 
New Zealand’s largest city, Auckland, is located in the upper part of the North Island. The Auckland vineyard is situated at the winery  
site in the base of an extinct volcano, on the Ihumatao peninsula in Mangere. Almost 50 acres are planted here.

Climate  
Auckland enjoys a warm coastal climate without extreme temperatures.

Grape Varieties  
The estate vineyard, with its volcanic soils, is planted with Gewürztraminer, Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Verdelho. 
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