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Chopped Tournament of Stars 
Host and Judge Bios (2014)
Ted Allen

Emmy® award winner Ted Allen is the host of Chopped and the author of “In My Kitchen: 100 Recipes and Discoveries for Passionate Cooks” which debuted in May 2012, and an earlier book, "The Food You Want to Eat: 100 Smart, Simple Recipes," both from Clarkson-Potter. Allen also has been a contributing writer to Esquire magazine since 1996. Previously, he was the food and wine specialist on the groundbreaking Bravo series Queer Eye, a judge on Food Network's Iron Chef America and a judge on Bravo’s Top Chef. 
Maneet Chauhan

Maneet Chauhan, a graduate of The Culinary Institute of America, worked as executive chef of Vermilion in Chicago and New York City. Following that, she wrote a book, “Flavors of My World” and started Indie Culinaire, an avant-garde culinary and hospitality company that has served events around the country, and is currently in the middle of opening her own restaurant in Nashville, Tennessee. Maneet was a season three contestant on The Next Iron Chef and is regular judge on Chopped. 

Amanda Freitag

Amanda Freitag graduated from the Culinary Institute of America and has been a highly successful chef in New York City for more than 20 years, working in popular restaurants such as Cesca, Gusto and The Harrison. She appears on Food Network as a Chopped judge and recently competed on The Next Iron Chef: Redemption. Amanda also battled Bobby Flay on Iron Chef America and appears on the Cooking Channel series Unique Eats. Amanda most recently opened the new Empire Diner in New York City. 

Alex Guarnaschelli

Food Network personality Chef Alex Guarnaschelli is a judge on Chopped and most recently won the title of Iron Chef as competitor on The Next Iron Chef: Redemption. The daughter of esteemed cookbook editor Maria Guarnaschelli, after graduating college, Guarnaschelli decided to explore her culinary interests and began working under the tutelage of the acclaimed American chef and restaurateur Larry Forgione. Shortly after, Guarnaschelli moved to France to do a work study at La Varenne Culinary School in Burgundy. After school and successful years in France, Guarnaschelli returned stateside, working in acclaimed restaurants such as Daniel and in 2003 became the executive chef at Butter Restaurant. Chef Guarnaschelli released her cookbook “Old-School Comfort Food” in 2013.

Marc Murphy

Marc Murphy is a regular judge in the Chopped kitchen and has also appeared on Iron Chef America. Marc has logged more than 20 years in the restaurant business, and has most recently opened Kingside in New York City. He is currently the executive chef and owner of Benchmarc Restaurants by Marc Murphy (Landmarc and Ditch Plains in New York) and Benchmarc Events by Marc Murphy.
Chris Santos
After graduating with honors from Johnson & Wales University and traveling extensively through Europe, Chef Chris Santos honed his craft in award-winning kitchens before introducing the world to his unique brand of communal dining with his debut restaurant, The Stanton Social. The success of The Stanton Social led to Santos being named Star Chefs 2007 Rising Chef of the Year. He quickly began work on his follow-up sensation, Beauty & Essex, a jaw-dropping, bi-level eatery hidden behind an operational pawnshop. Most famously, he is a resident judge on Food Network’s most popular hit series Chopped and is currently working on his first cookbook.
Geoffrey Zakarian
Geoffrey Zakarian has presided over some of the country’s top kitchens during the past 25 years. Geoffrey opened both The Lambs Club at The Chatwal Hotel and The National in New York City in 2010. He has most recently accepted the prestigious role of culinary director for The Plaza and will breathe new life into the iconic hotel’s The Palm Court, The Oak Room, The Oak Bar, The Rose Club, The Champagne Bar and In-Room Dining in 2014. His former New York City restaurants, Town and Country, both received three stars from The New York Times. Zakarian recently won The Next Iron Chef: Super Chefs, earning the coveted Iron Chef title. He has also appeared on Chopped, Chopped All-Stars, Iron Chef America and can be currently seen on The Kitchen.
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