About the Partners

The Center for International Disaster Information (CIDI) is an education organization that focuses on effective public donations in support of international disaster response. Through outreach, partnerships and the PSAid Competition (www.psaid.org), CIDI promotes successful alliances between donors and relief agencies to provide assistance to disaster affected people quickly, efficiently and economically.  

Since 1988, CIDI has responded to public inquires about donations and has become a trusted thought leader on effective support of disaster response. The Center partners closely with the United States Agency for International Development's Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance, the U.S. Government's “first responder” to disasters overseas. CIDI works with the general public, ethnic and diaspora populations in the U.S. on optimal contributions to international disaster relief, and collaborates with domestic and international aid organizations and coalitions on constructive public engagement.
USAID - Since 1961, the United States Agency for International Development has been the principal U.S. agency to extend assistance to countries recovering from disaster, trying to escape poverty, and engaging in democratic reforms. The Agency carries out U.S. foreign policy by promoting broad-scale human progress at the same time it expands stable, free societies, creates markets and trade partners for the United States, and fosters good will abroad.

UPS (NYSE: UPS) is a global leader in logistics, offering a broad range of solutions including the transportation of packages and freight; the facilitation of international trade, and the deployment of advanced technology to more efficiently manage the world of business. Since its founding in 1907, UPS has built a legacy as a caring and responsible corporate citizen, supporting programs that provide long-term solutions to community needs. Founded in 1951, The UPS Foundation is responsible for leading the organization’s philanthropy and corporate citizenship efforts. In 2012, UPS and its employees, active and retired, invested more than $97.5 million in charitable giving around the world. The UPS Foundation can be found on the web at UPS.com/foundation. To get UPS news direct, visit pressroom.ups.com/RSS.

National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD) is a non-profit, nonpartisan membership organization that serves as the forum where organizations share knowledge and resources throughout the disaster cycle—preparation, response, recovery and mitigation—to help disaster survivors and their communities. National VOAD’s coalition of 108 members include 53 national non-profit organizations that respond to disasters as part of their overall mission and 55 State and Territory VOADs representing hundreds of additional organizations
 
Prior to the founding of National VOAD, numerous organizations served disaster victims independently of one another. These included both government and the private, non-profit sector. As a result, help came to the disaster victim haphazardly as various organizations assisted in specific ways. Unnecessary duplication of effort often occurred, while at the same time, other needs were not met. People who wanted to volunteer to help their neighbors affected by disaster were often frustrated by the variety of organizations in some areas of service and the total lack of opportunities to serve other needs. Further, there was only limited availability of training for potential volunteers. Information for victims on services during disasters was woefully inadequate. Likewise, communication among voluntary disaster agencies was very limited and coordination of services was negligible. In fact, mechanisms for this were non-existent.

The seven founding organizations came together and committed to fostering the four C’s—communication, coordination, collaboration, and cooperation in order to better serve people impacted by disasters.

InterAction is the largest alliance of U.S.-based international nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), with more than 180 members working in every developing country.  Members are at the forefront in responding to humanitarian crises and disasters worldwide, seeking to reach the poorest and most vulnerable populations and helping them to rebuild their lives.

