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What's a Wallet Got To Do With It?

[image: image1.png]It may not be the most romantic way of looking at things, but the parallels between financial investments and the investments of personal resources like time, attention, and consideration in relationships are undeniable.
Relationships are Like Financial Investments: A Glossary of Terms
 

 

Research Potential Investment
Finding out all you can to determine if it is worthwhile to pursue

· Surveying mutual friends and connections, Google their name, and check out their social media profiles
 

Creating Demand
Encouraging high interest for a limited supply, making it desirable because many others want it

· The “I want what he has” drive that can spur everything from attraction, to jealousy, to cheating
 

Initial Deposit
Showing intention and interest but not necessarily commitment

· Joining a dating service or going on a first date
 

Diversify
Ensuring you don’t have all your eggs in one basket, while hoping for more winners than losers

· Dating multiple people at once
 

ROI (Return on Investment) Projection
Determining expectation for future growth based on how much you’d get out relative to what you put in

· Considering possibility and payoff of a relationship, and if the work is worth it to you
 

Seed Capital
Committing to a project or investment early on, so you have skin in the game though it’s still a risk

· Shifting from dating multiple people to being exclusive with one
 

Short-term Investment, Day Trade
Buying and selling something in quick succession for immediate gratification

· A one-night stand or fling
 

Long-term Investment, Retirement Fund
Weathering market fluctuations through the years by continually investing in funds compatible with your long-term goals, with hopes of reaping benefits down the road

· Committing to a long-term relationship, as well as its inevitable ups and downs, because you consider the upsides worth it. The perceived quality of your partner, your compatibility together and long-term potential are often driving factors
 

Contract
Whether formal legal documents or informal handshakes and verbal agreements, they are integral to setting the terms between parties

· Everything from the “what are we?” talk to marriage licenses — and beyond — based on clear communication and setting expectations about desires, boundaries, and deal breakers. Increasingly, people are creating their own terms, from the “nearly-wed” phenomenon to different approaches within polyamory
“I would never day trade you. You’re a long term investment.”
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