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Byron L. Cryer, MD, obtained his BA degree from Harvard College, 
Cambridge, MA, in 1982, and his medical degree from Baylor College of 
Medicine, Houston, TX, in 1986, where he also completed his internal 
medicine residency training from 1986 to 1989. Dr. Cryer obtained his 
gastroenterology fellowship training at the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas (1989-92), where he has since 
remained as a member of the gastroenterology faculty. 
 
Dr. Cryer's clinical interests are in general gastroenterology. His specific 
areas of interest are acid-peptic diseases of the upper gastrointestinal 
tract. Specific disease states of interest are Helicobacter pylori-induced 
ulcer disease and nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug-induced ulcers. 

 
Dr. Cryer’s primary research interest has been in the pathogenesis of peptic ulcer disease. His 
research focus has been clinically oriented in that he has exclusively studied the pathophysiology of 
these processes in humans. Recent investigations have explored the mechanism of gastrointestinal 
toxicity of nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) within the stomach and duodenum. The 
most recent aspect of NSAID investigation has been an evaluation of the cyclooxygenase (COX)-2 
specific NSAIDs. 
 
Within the AGA, Dr. Cryer has held many leadership positions. He is the past chair of the AGA 
Underrepresented Minorities Committee and a prior member of the AGA International Committee, 
AGA Institute Research Policy Committee, and AGA Institute Education and Training Committee. He 
has also led several AGA-sponsored public awareness campaigns to reduce the GI risks of NSAIDs 
and other commonly taken pain medications. Dr. Cryer currently holds the position of councilor-at-
large on the AGA Institute Governing Board. 
 
 
 

Charles Melbern Wilcox, MD, is a professor of medicine in the 
division of gastroenterology and hepatology at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham. He is the co-author of “Atlas of Clinical 
Gastrointestinal Endoscopy, 3rd Edition.” 
 
Dr. Wilcox earned his medical degree from the Medical College of 
Georgia School of Medicine in 1983. He performed an internship, 
residency, and chief residency at the University of Alabama Medical 
Center, followed by a fellowship in gastroenterology at the University of 
California at San Francisco Medical Center. He also holds a master’s 
degree in public health from the University of Alabama School of Public 
Health. 
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Dr. Wilcox joined the University of Alabama Medical Center in 1986, progressing from an instructor 
position to director of the Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology in 2001. In his career he 
also served as chief of Grady Memorial Hospital in Atlanta, Georgia, and as assistant professor at the 
Emory University School of Medicine in Atlanta. 
 
Dr. Wilcox is board certified in internal medicine with sub-specialties in hepatology and 
gastroenterology. He has special expertise in endoscopy, endoscopic surgery, HIV/AIDS 
gastrointestinal complications, and pancreatic diseases. 
 
Honors and awards received by Dr. Wilcox include Castle Connolly America’s Top Doctors, 2004-
2012; Best Doctors, Birmingham Magazine, 2003-2012; and the global directory of Who’s Who, 
2005-2012. He is the author of dozens of journal articles and book chapters. 
 
 
 

Anne M. Larson, MD, AGAF, is the director of The Liver Center at Swedish 
Medical Center in Seattle, WA. She received her medical degree and 
completed her internal medicine residency at the University of Washington 
School of Medicine in Seattle. She did her gastroenterology fellowship 
training at the University of California San Diego, and her transplant 
hepatology fellowship at the University of Washington.  
 
Dr. Larson is board certified in internal medicine, gastroenterology and 
transplant hepatology. She is a nationally recognized researcher and lecturer, 
and is recognized as a leader in the field of hepatology. 


