
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer is a time of playground fun, camping, 
swimming and other outdoor activities. 
Unfortunately that can lead to a higher risk of 
injuries.   Patient Ambassador Brendon Wiseley 
with NASCAR driver and Love to the Rescue® 
Ambassador David Ragan partner to keep kids On 
Track for A Safe Summer. 
 

 

Did you know? 

 40 percent of all injury-related emergency room visits and 42 percent of all injury-

related deaths happen between May and August. *  

 

 Every year one in four kids ages 14 and younger will sustain an injury that requires 

medical attention. * 

 
The good news is that many of these injuries may be preventable by following some simple tips 
and learning how to avoid accidents and injuries. 

Drive with Care 

According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, motor vehicle injuries are the leading cause 
of death and acquired disability for children and teens. These tips can help you and your 
children to stay out of harm’s way while in or around vehicles. 
 

 Teach your children to buckle up, every time they get into a car, regardless of the length 

of the car ride. Buckling children in age- and size-appropriate car seats, booster seats 

and seat belts dramatically reduces the risk of serious and fatal injuries. 

 

 Check around your parked car for children before you pull away. Teach children to be 

aware of moving vehicles and to wait in safe areas where drivers can see them. 

 

 Accompany young children when they get in and out of a vehicle. Hold their hands when 

walking near moving vehicles, in driveways and parking lots.   

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Mowing Matters 

While it may seem like just a common household tool, thousands of children are injured in lawn 
mower accidents each year, some with severe effects.  For 14 year-old Brendon Wiseley, 
Shriners Hospitals for Children® Patient Ambassador and fifth generation race car driver, the 
importance of summer safety is a topic that hits close to home. At the age of 7, Wiseley lost his 
foot and part of his leg in a lawn mower accident.  
 
Wiseley was referred to Shriners Hospitals for Children when his first prosthetic leg did not fit 
correctly and was difficult to use, causing him to lose hope of ever racing again. With an 
experienced team of medical experts, he was provided with a custom-built prosthetic and child-
centric rehabilitation that not only rebuilt his strength, but also his spirit.  
 
“I was injured in a lawn mower accident. Thanks to Shriners Hospitals for Children, I was able to 
get back to doing what I love,” said Wiseley. “It is important to remember to stay safe when 
doing any kind of outdoor activity.” 

 
He offers up these additional tips to help families stay safe during warmer weather months: 
  

 Teach children to never play on or around a lawn mower, even when it is not in use. 

They should never be permitted to walk along side, in front of or behind a moving 

mower.   
 

 Children under six years of age should be kept inside the home while mowing. 

 

 Teach children to never play on or around a lawn mower, even when it is not in use. 

They should never be permitted to walk along side, in front of or behind a moving 

mower.   
 

 Children under six years of age should be kept inside the home while mowing. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Fire Safety Simplified 

Every hour, approximately 16 children are injured from fires or burns, according to the Safe Kids 
Worldwide organization. Use these tips to keep your little ones safe around fireworks, grills and 
other heat sources: 
 

 Teach kids never to play with matches, gasoline, lighter fluid or lighters. Make a habit of 

placing these items up and away from young children. 

 

 Do not leave children unattended near grills, campfires, fire pits or bonfires. Always 

have a bucket of water or fire extinguisher nearby when burning fires. 

 

 To ensure a safe celebration, leave fireworks to the professionals. 



 

 If your child is injured by fire or fireworks, immediately take them to a doctor or hospital. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Playground 101 

The Centers for Disease Control revealed that emergency departments treat more than 200,000 
children ages 14 and younger for playground-related injuries every year. Before you let them 
play at the park or school playground, be sure they keep these precautions in mind: 
 

 Use appropriate and properly fitting safety equipment when participating in any sport, 

such as helmets and goggles, which can greatly reduce the risk of head and eye injuries. 

 

 Take your children to playgrounds with shock absorbing surfaces. Choose parks and 

playgrounds that are appropriate for their age. Check for hazards or broken equipment 

and continuously supervise your children while they are at play.  

 

 Teach children to use playground and sports equipment properly.   

 

 Remind children that pushing, shoving and crowding on the playground can result in 

accidents and injuries. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Make a Safe Splash 

While playing poolside may be a blast, the Safe Kids Worldwide organization also revealed that 
drowning is the leading injury-related cause of death for children between 1-4 years of age. Fill 
your family’s summer days with these safe practices around the water: 
 

 Teach children to never go near or in the water without an adult present. Children and 

adults should never swim alone. 

 

 Give children your undivided attention when they are swimming or near any body of 

water. 

 

 Always have your children wear a Coast Guard approved, properly fitting life jacket 

while on a boat, around an open body of water or when participating in water sports. 

 
To support Shriners Hospitals for Children, visit www.lovetotherescue.org. 

 

* Safe Kids Worldwide, www.safekids.org 
 

http://www.lovetotherescue.org/
http://www.safekids.org/

