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What is it? 
 
The Cochlear™ Nucleus® Hybrid System is an innovative and all-new hybrid hearing solution. 
While it’s truly the first and only of its kind, it’s also a combination of two proven hearing 
technologies. The first amplifies the low-pitched hearing a person has and the other restores 
access to the high-pitched hearing they’ve been missing. 
 
Low frequency hearing includes the vowel sounds in speech, the melody of speech and certain 
ranges of music, such as the bass line of a song or a baritone vocal. High frequency hearing 
detects the consonants in speech, the higher pitches of music and sounds that can affect your 
safety or quality of life. For many people, traditional hearing aids cannot provide access to both, 
causing hearing gaps and difficulty understanding a conversation or enjoying music, especially 
in a noisy environment. The Nucleus Hybrid System is designed to bridge these gaps. 
 

How does it work? 
 
There are three components to the Nucleus Hybrid System: the implant, sound processor and 
acoustic component. 
 

 The acoustic component of the device amplifies 
the low frequency sounds and sends them 
through the normal hearing pathway. 

 Simultaneously, the sound processor converts 
high frequency sounds to electric signals and 
sends them to the implant. 

 The implant bypasses the damaged inner ear 
directly stimulating the hearing nerve. 

 The nerve response is relayed to the brain where 
it’s combined with the amplified sounds from the 
acoustic component allowing you to hear. 

 
 



 

Who does it help? 
 
When a person has problems hearing mid to high frequency sounds, the hearing curve in an 
audiogram looks like a ski slope. It is a special kind of sensorineural hearing loss that makes it 
hard to hear the voice of a child or high pitched female voices. The hearing-impaired person can 
hear without difficulty in a quiet room, but it is very difficult to hear in a noisy place - especially 
when there are a lot of people talking. Ski-slope hearing loss can be hereditary and it can 
develop over a number of years.  
 
Unfortunately, traditional hearing aids are not effective in these cases and the FDA does not 
allow cochlear implantation for this type of hearing loss. The new Nucleus Hybrid System is 
designed specificially for adults who have ski-slope hearing loss*. Based on robust clinical 
evidence, the device offers significant improvements in speech understanding.1 

 
* Normal to moderate hearing loss in the low frequencies, (up to 60 decibels (dB) on the Hearing Level (HL) scale up 
to and including 500 Hertz (Hz)) in the ear to be implanted, and moderately severe to profound mid to high 
frequency hearing loss (threshold average of 2000, 3000 and 4000 Hz ≥ 75 dB HL) in the contralateral ear. Typical 
candidates will also experience a consonant-vowel nucleus-consonant (CNC) word recognition score between 10% 
and 60%, inclusively, in the ear to be implanted in the preoperative aided condition and the contralateral ear will be 
equal to or better than that of the ear to be implanted but not more than 80% correct.. Prospective candidates 
should go through a suitable hearing aid trial, unless already appropriately fit with hearing aids. 

What is the need? 

 
For those with severe-to-profound hearing loss in the high frequencies, even the most powerful 
hearing aids may not provide an effective solution. Yet, they are not considered to be suitable 
candidates for cochlear implantation because they have significant low frequency hearing. 

 
Hearing Loss Statistics: 

 Over 38 million Americans are reported to have hearing loss.2 

 However, only 8.4 million actually have hearing aids, the treatment considered to be 
the standard of care.3 

 For the over 75% who do not seek treatment, the reasons vary from awareness of 
need to cost of ownership. 

 Of those who have purchased a hearing aid, over one million report never using the 
hearing aids due to dissatisfaction with overall benefit, comfort and performance in 
noise. 

 Fewer than 6 percent of potential cochlear implant candidates actually have one.4-6 

 
What are the benefits of hybrid hearing? 
 
Hybrid hearing offers people the potential to hear speech more clearly and crisply, enjoy 
conversations with friends in noisy surroundings and listen to music and watch movies with 
more enjoyment and sensation. 



 

 
Additionally, the Nucleus Hybrid System does much more than a hearing aid. And the results 
prove it. In fact, when compared to hearing aids alone, Nucleus Hybrid System recipients 
reported: 

 10 times increase in their overall hearing satisfaction1 

 2 times better hearing performance in both quiet and noise1 
 

Where to learn more? 
 

 Visit Cochlear.com/US/hybridhearing to learn more about the Nucleus Hybrid System 
and hybrid hearing 

 Candidates for the Nucleus Hybrid System can schedule an appointment with a Cochlear 
Hearing Specialist by phoning their local clinic. Local clinics can be found at 
Cochlear.com/US/Appointment 
 

About Cochlear 
 

Cochlear is the global leader in implantable hearing solutions. It has a dedicated global team of 
more than 2,700 people who deliver the gift of sound to those with hearing loss in over 100 
countries. Its vision is to connect people, young and old, to a world of sound by offering life 
enhancing hearing solutions. The Cochlear promise of “Hear now. And always” embodies the 
company’s commitment to providing its recipients with their best possible hearing performance 
today and for the rest of their lives. For more information, visit Cochlear.com. 

 
# # # 

http://www.cochlear.com/US/hybridhearing
http://www.cochlear.com/US/Appointment
http://www.cochlear.com/US?utm_source=PRNewswire&utm_medium=PressRelease&utm_content=CochlearLink2&utm_campaign=HybridFDAPanel
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Hybrid Indication 
As your partner in hearing for life, Cochlear believes it is important that you understand not only the benefits, but also the 
potential risks associated with any cochlear implant or hybrid implant. 
 
You should talk to your hearing healthcare provider about who is a candidate for a cochlear implant or a hybrid implant. Before 
any surgery, it is important to talk to your doctor about CDC guidelines for pre-surgical vaccinations. Cochlear implants and 
hybrid Implants are contraindicated for patients with lesions of the auditory nerve, active ear infections or active disease of the 
middle ear.   
 
Cochlear implantation and hybrid implantation are surgical procedures, and carry with them the risks typical of surgery. You 
may lose residual hearing in the implanted ear. Electrical stimulation may result in some side effects, including ringing in the 
ear, stimulation of the facial nerve; in rare cases this may cause pain. Though rare, it is possible that additional surgery may be 
required at some point to resolve complications with a cochlear implant or hybrid implant.  
 
For complete information about risks and benefits of cochlear implantation, please refer to the Nucleus Package Insert available 
at www.Cochlear.com/US/NucleusIndications 
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