
      
    
 

 
 

THE UNCLE BEN’S® BRAND AWARDS SECOND GRADER $30,000 FOR SCHOOL CAFETERIA MAKEOVER AND 
$15,000 CASH PRIZE FOR INSPIRING FAMILIES TO COOK  TOGETHER 

 
Rancho Dominguez, Calif. (January 9, 2013) – The UNCLE BEN’S® Brand, the number-one selling brand of rice in 
the United States, named Claire Noles, 7, and her mother Rachel of Boaz, Alabama the grand prize winners of 
the Ben’s Beginners™ Cooking Contest. The Contest was created to help children make healthier eating choices 
by getting in the kitchen at an early age. 
 
Three finalists were selected from nearly 1,000 entrants (grades kindergarten-8th) who submitted videos of 
themselves and their families preparing a rice-based dish as part of the second annual cooking contest. Claire 
and Rachel Noles were selected as the grand prize winners and awarded with a $15,000 cash prize, two 
appearances on the Rachael Ray Show and a $30,000 cafeteria makeover for Corley Elementary School, located 
in Boaz, Ala., where Claire attends as a second grade student.   
 
“Our mission behind Ben’s Beginners™ is to help inspire more families to get in the kitchen together,” said Tim 
Snyder, vice president of sales and marketing, Mars Food US, the parent company of the UNCLE BEN’S® Brand. 
“We believe that by getting in the kitchen at an early age you form better relationships with food and get a 
healthier start in life. The Noles family is a great example of how you can use meal time to connect with each 
other and have some fun by trying out new ingredients and recipes.” 
 
“We’re thrilled that Claire has won this contest for our community and our school,” said Ashley Wall, Principal at 
Corley Elementary School. “Our cafeteria does not have a kitchen, so this donation will go a long ways in helping 
us build our lunch program.”  
 
The UNCLE BEN’S® Brand has also awarded each of the two runners up: the Williams family of Alpharetta, GA, 
and the Wolfe family of New York, NY, with $5,000 cash and a $10,000 cafeteria makeover for their child’s 
school. 
 
Corley Elementary School celebrated their hometown hero today by hosting an assembly which included a check 
presentation and a cooking demonstration in which Claire prepared her winning recipe, “Chicken and Rice 
Supreme” for state, county, and city officials, community leaders, and more than 1,500 students and classmates.   
 
More information on the contest, kid-friendly recipe ideas and cooking tips can be found at 
www.unclebens.com. 
 
About the UNCLE BEN’S® Brand 
The UNCLE BEN’S® Brand, the number one rice brand in America, is proud to offer a wide range of rice dishes 
with flavors and grains that will help bring more to your meals, both for convenient side dishes and savory main 
courses. The UNCLE BEN’S® Brand offers a wide variety of white, whole grain brown, and flavored rices in cook 
times ranging from 90 seconds to 30 minutes, as well as rice for food service operations such as restaurants, 
schools and hospitals. The first mass-produced parboiled rice, UNCLE BEN’S® Brand is the top-selling branded 
rice in the United States and products can be found in more than 100 countries worldwide. The UNCLE BEN’S® 
Brand products are manufactured by Mars Food North America, part of Mars, Incorporated. For more 
information, visit www.unclebens.com.  
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