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Sydney Festival 2014 free events 
This is our city in summer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The best of our city in summer is back with a vengeance as Sydney Festival 2014 returns to its favourite 

indoor and outdoor venues throughout Sydney, Parramatta and beyond to present a huge and diverse 

program of free events. Comprised of 104 events, a staggering 21 are free in the 2014 Festival. 

 

There’s no better way to get into the swing of summer in Sydney than by enjoying a free outdoor concert in 

the heart of the city, with 60,000 of your closest friends. Headlining Summer Sounds in The Domain and 

our opening weekend celebrations in style is the disco queen, Chaka Khan. Join us in a singalong 

extravaganza of hits spanning from the early 70s right up until the present day. 

 

Making our way over to Sydney’s west, imagine a perfect summer night filled with music, street theatre and 

amazing food. This is Parramatta Opening Party 2014. POP 2014 features cult Melbourne group Boxwars 

which will create exclusive cars and suits inspired by Mad Max and then smash them up in a display of sheer 

anarchy at Prince Alfred Park. The streets will also be alive with the music of Bella Kalolo, Ben Caplan & 

The Casual Smokers, Gordie Mackeeman and more. Parramatta’s newest music club The Lennox (in 

Riverside Theatres) gets a warm up with Californian jazz trumpeter extraordinaire Ambrose Akinmusire, 

and as the sun sets soul/funk sensation Lee Fields & The Expressions takes centre stage in Prince Alfred 

Park to keep the party going ‘til late. Bring the whole family and catch some of the Festival’s hottest acts free 

on January 10! 

 

At Sydney Festival 2013, Dutch artist Florentijn Hofman’s 15-metre high yellow Rubber Duck made quite 

the splash in Darling Harbour, so we’ve brought it back. Parramatta residents and visitors are invited to 

Parramatta Park to get up-close-and-personal with Sydney’s favourite five-storey yellow bird. 

 

Merchants Store may look like an ordinary 19
th
 century Sydney building from afar, until you spot the people 

dangling from the windows, climbing up the walls and crawling on the roof…The life-size building façade is 

overshadowed by a giant mirror positioned at a precise 45 degree angle to the ground allowing the general 

public to play on the building layout, marvelling at their gravity-defying tricks and newfound ability to scale 

walls and perch on the rooftop. Having previously appropriated the signature styles of Paris in Le Batiment 

and then London with Dalston House, Merchants Store will see artist Leandro Erlich focus on the fine 

architectural detailing of one of Sydney’s very own historic buildings associated with Sydney’s mercantile 

Photo:  The Domain © Prudence Upton  

 

http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/summer
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/pop
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/duck
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/store
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practices and Circular Quay when it was Australia’s principal port. 

 

Taking over a third of our newly expanded Festival Village in Hyde Park, Sacrilege, will be enjoyed equally 

by kids and kids at heart. Co-commissioned by the Mayor of London and Glasgow International as part of the 

2012 Olympic Games cultural program, Turner Prize-winning artist Jeremy Deller’s life-size bouncy castle 

version of Stonehenge has delighted kids of all ages around the UK and is now set to head down under for 

Sydney Festival 2014. 

 

Immersive installations will pop up across the city during the 2014 Festival including free events FUNPARK 

and The Very Near Future. The amusement parks that once graced Mount Druitt are long gone, but in 

January we will be welcoming back the crowds in the serious-minded fun of FUNPARK, whilst at Artspace 

The Very Near Future will find you in the backlot with the cast and crew of a film noir in the making. 

 

Inviting you to explore the idea that all human life is the result of chance, Christian Boltanski presents his 

first major Australian installation, Chance. Responding to the architecture and scale of Sydney’s much loved 

multi arts venue Carriageworks, this immense and complex installation allows you to witness lives unfolding, 

following the rhythm of births and deaths across the globe. 

 

Bringing highly acclaimed Slovakian artist Roman Ondák’s work to Parramatta Town Hall, Project 28 

presented by Kaldor Public Art Projects will feature the riveting and interactive favourite of 13 Rooms, 

Swap, the beautiful and evolving installation Measuring the Universe (previously presented at MOMA and 

TATE), and a new work Terrace, created especially for Parramatta. Ondák’s work relies on public 

participation, so get set to make your mark!  

 

For those of you wanting to make your summer nights last, Sydney Festival 2014 is offering all the after-

hours entertainment you could want. 

 

Of an evening at Sydney’s iconic Town Hall, hit the dance floor of Paradiso at Town Hall with our late night 

line-up of bands and DJs or kick on outside with your fellow Festival night owls in the Paradiso Terrace Bar. 

Three very different artists have been confirmed – The Soft Pink Truth, Andy Votel and Tyondai Braxton - 

but keep your ear to the ground as more great acts are announced.  

 

In Festival Village, Donny Benét returns to Sydney Festival with his show band to host three Friday 

evenings of free Italo funk disco. Meanwhile outside the Spiegeltent, an array of DJ’s and bands will hit the 

Festival Village bandstand to carry your evening on through to the wee hours.  

 

And at our new Festival hub Sky Terrace, we’ve prepared all the key ingredients for a great summer night 

out with free live music, DJs and quirky performances each evening on the roof terrace at The Star in 

Sydney’s CBD. Enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of Sky Terrace, where great music and entertainment provide 

the perfect soundscape to spectacular panoramic views of Sydney. 

 

Back on Australia Day 2014, Ferrython celebrates Sydney’s love for the harbour and its commuter ferries, 

encouraging both Sydneysiders and visitors to pack a picnic and flock to the foreshore to cheer on their 

chosen boat as they go head-to-head. To continue the festivities and wrap up the 2014 Festival on January 

26 is Symphony in the Domain. Conducted by world-renowned Australian conductor, Simone Young, the 

Sydney Symphony Orchestra will perform Gustav Holst’s stunning orchestral suite The Planets, an 

astrological journey through the solar system that takes audiences from fiery Mars to lonesome Neptune. 

Bring a hamper, a blanket and your friends and family and settle in for a free (and intergalactic!) concert 

under the stars. 

 

Chance | Christian Boltanski (France) 

Festival Village, Friday 10, Friday 17 & Friday 24 January at 11.30pm  

FREE, 18+ 

sydneyfestival.org.au/chance 

http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/sacrilege
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/funpark
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/verynear
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/chance
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/project28
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/paradisolates
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/donny
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/ferrython
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/symphony
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/donny
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Donny Benét & The Donny Benét Show Band (Australia)  

Festival Village, Friday 10, Friday 17 & Friday 24 January at 11.30pm  

FREE, 18+ 

sydneyfestival.org.au/donny 
 
Ferrython 
Sydney Harbour, Sunday 26 January at 11am 
FREE 
sydneyfestival.org.au/ferrython 

FUNPARK (Australia) 

Bidwell Shopping Plaza, Carlisle Avenue, Bidwell, 18 & 19 January from 6pm 

FREE 

sydneyfestival.org.au/funpark  

 

Merchants Park | Leandro Erlich (Argentina) 

Darling Harbour, 9-23 January 9am-9pm daily 

FREE 

sydneyfestival.org.au/store  

 

Paradiso Lates 

Sydney Town Hall, 16-18, 22-25 January at 11.30pm, 19 & 26 January at 10.30pm 

FREE, 18+ 

sydneyfestival.org.au/paradisolates 

 

Project 28 : Roman Ondak (Slovakia) 

Parramatta Town Hall, 10 January 10am-10pm, 11-24 January 10am-6pm 

FREE 

sydneyfestival.org.au/project28 

 

POP 2014 

Parramatta City Streets and Parks, Friday 10 January 6-11pm 

FREE 

sydneyfestival.org.au/pop 

 

Rubber Duck | Florentijn Hofman (Netherlands) 

Parramatta River in Parramatta Park, 10-19 January 

FREE 

sydneyfestival.org.au/duck 

 

Sacrilege | Jeremy Deller (UK)  

Festival Village, Preview: 8 January 5-9pm, Season: 9-26 January, 9am-9pm 

Except Baby Bounce and Accessibility Sessions: 14 & 21 January, 9-10am 

Closed Mondays 

FREE, suitable for all ages 

sydneyfestival.org.au/sacrilege  

 

Sky Terrace 

The Star Event Centre, 9-26 January 6pm-late daily 

FREE 

sydneyfestival.org.au/skyterrace 

 

Summer Sounds in the Domain | Chaka Khan (US) 

The Domain, Saturday 11 January at 8pm  

http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/donny
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/donny
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/donny
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/donny
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/donny
file://sfsvrdc01/Users/MARKETING/2014/Publicity/Media%20Releases/TO%20BE%20SENT%20TO%20COMPANIES/sydneyfestival.org.au/box
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/donny
http://www.sydneyfestival.org.au/donny
file://sfsvrdc01/Users/MARKETING/2014/Publicity/Media%20Releases/TO%20BE%20SENT%20TO%20COMPANIES/sydneyfestival.org.au/sacrilege
file://sfsvrdc01/Users/MARKETING/2014/Publicity/Media%20Releases/TO%20BE%20SENT%20TO%20COMPANIES/sydneyfestival.org.au/box
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FREE 

sydneyfestival.org.au/summer 

 

Symphony in the Domain  

The Domain, Sunday 26 January at 8pm  

FREE 

sydneyfestival.org.au/symphony 

 

The Very Near Future 

ARTSPACE, 16 January-16 February 11am-5pm (Closed Mondays & 26 January) 

FREE 

sydneyfestival.org.au/verynear 

 

 

All media releases are available for download at sydneyfestival.org.au/media  
 
 
For interviews and further information contact: 
 
Mary Stielow, Publicity Manager, 02 8248 6523 / 0416 452 773 mary.stielow@sydneyfestival.org.au  
 

 

 

file://sfsvrdc01/Users/MARKETING/2014/Publicity/Media%20Releases/TO%20BE%20SENT%20TO%20COMPANIES/sydneyfestival.org.au/box
file://sfsvrdc01/Users/MARKETING/2014/Publicity/Media%20Releases/TO%20BE%20SENT%20TO%20COMPANIES/sydneyfestival.org.au/box
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