White Rhino FAQs 

1. The White Rhino is the largest of the five rhinoceros species and is one of the world’s biggest land animals, second only to African and Asian elephants. White rhinos are the most abundant of the species with an estimated population of 17,000, but all five are highly endangered.  

1. While the species name suggests otherwise, this enormous, virtually hairless mammal is not in fact white, but slate-grey to yellowish-brown in color. The “white’’ designation likely comes from a mistranslation of the Afrikaner word for ‘wide’, referring to the animal’s expansive mouth.

1. Considered the most sociable of the species, white rhinos roam the savannas of southern and central Africa. Females form small herds with each other and their offspring while males are usually solitary and occupy smaller home ranges. 

1. Many southern white rhino are now concentrated within protected areas such as fenced sanctuaries, conservancies, rhino conservation areas and intensive protection zones. Effective management strategies have resulted in surplus animals being relocated to set up new populations within and outside the species’ former range. In a number of countries, populations are now managed by both the state and the private sector, increasing their long-term security.
