
 
Cast & Filmmaker Bios 
DYANNA 
 
Dyanna is an ex-competitive ballroom dancer, former nurse, and self-described “fighter” who was once passionately independent. She lives in an active 
senior’s community in the desert landscape of Banning, California near her daughter and grandchildren. With the exception of the average cold, she claims she 
has never been sick a day in her life, but after suffering a stroke several years ago, the mobility on her right side diminished, leaving her unable to do the things 
she cherished. 
 
Dyanna noticed a strange side effect of her stroke one day—unprovoked and uncontrollable 
bouts of crying. It embarrasses her when she starts crying and can’t stop. She feels like people 
don’t want to be around her because she’s a little slower than she used to be due to her stroke 
and because of PBA she is not always in control of her tears. But, these things won’t stop her 
from going out to lunch with her friend at least once a week and reminiscing about her love of 
dancing.  
 
Subscribe to our blog to follow Dyanna on her journey as she reveals the challenges and her 
feelings about living with the symptoms of PBA and seeks an official diagnosis.  PBA is a 
condition characterized by frequent, uncontrollable outbursts of laughing and/or crying in 
people with brain injuries or certain neurologic conditions like stroke.  
 
“If you can get the word out to people that PBA can be caused by a stroke, then people can put a 
name to it…help people understand and accept the problems that stroke patients go through.  
Because the acceptance of this, of what's going on, helps them heal and get over being 
embarrassed by it so much.” – Dyanna 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dyanna talks about how her life has changed after her stroke and 
onset of symptoms of uncontrollable crying. 
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Cast & Filmmaker Bios 
BOBBY 
 
Adventure is in Bobby’s blood. He’s been knocked around, bruised and scarred from a bunch of 
things: skateboarding without a helmet, hard hits while playing football in high school, injuries 
from his work as a stuntman, and some other not-so-minor accidents here and there.  
 
In 2006, a 60-pound marble-topped bathroom vanity fell directly on top of his head and left him 
with a traumatic brain injury. The impact broke his neck, temporarily gave him triple vision, and 
the inability to continue his profession as a commercial truck driver. Shortly thereafter, 
pronounced symptoms of PseudoBulbar Affect (PBA) started to add even more complexity to all 
the other physical, mental and emotional challenges in his life.  PBA is a condition characterized 
by frequent, uncontrollable outbursts of laughing and/or crying in people with brain injuries or 
certain neurologic conditions.  
 
Subscribe to our blog to follow along as we uncover more about Bobby, a tough motorcycle 
man with a heart of gold. 
 
“The PBA and everything else, it has taught me to not be so quick to judge other people. I’m more empathic. Also I have learned too when someone breaks 
down crying… I don’t always have to do something or say something or talk them through it. Sometimes it is just sitting silent with a friend; that means 
everything.” - Bobby   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bobby explains how not being able to control crying because of his 
PBA makes him feel embarrassed, weak, and upset. 
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Cast & Filmmaker Bios 
SCOTT 
 
Scott is a single father of two; his face lights up when he talks about his kids, Judah and Helen. He seems to be a bit of a free spirit with a relaxed, easy-going 
personality.    
 
After being diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in 2001, Scott noticed two long-lasting negative 
effects: kaleidoscope vision in one eye and PseudoBulbar Affect (PBA).  PBA is a condition 
characterized by frequent, uncontrollable outbursts of laughing and/or crying in people with 
brain injuries or certain neurologic conditions like MS. 
 
He admits the fits of laughter often coincide with really tragic situations in his life—for example, 
during the funeral for his mother and his fiancé, who died together in a car accident—but he 
sees the laughter as a positive element in his life.  
 
“It’s something I welcome, for me it was almost therapeutic to be able to laugh through those 
events in life.” – Scott  
 
Scott is very open about his PBA. When he has laughing episodes in public, he’s more than 
happy to explain what’s happening. By now, his definition of PBA is well rehearsed.  
 
Subscribe to our blog to hear more of Scott’s perspective on fatherhood, dating and life with 
PBA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Scott talks about how he explained his uncontrollable laughing fits 
on a first date. 
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Cast & Filmmaker Bios 
KIRK 
 
Kirk is a young man who was on his way to getting his pilot’s license. But in 2011, his plans were temporarily put on hold after he suffered a stroke, landing him 
in a coma for four months. During that time, doctors had to remove the right side of his skull to relieve the swelling and pressure building in his head.  
 
As Kirk began to recover and regain his speech, he started to notice that he was laughing much 
more often than he used to. When he speaks, short chuckles are integrated with his sentences, 
at first making it hard to tell if a laugh is intentional or involuntary. 
 
It wasn’t until a family friend, who is also a neurologist, diagnosed Kirk with PseudoBulbar 
Affect (PBA), that he learned uncontrollable laughing is one manifestation of PBA. PBA is a 
condition characterized by frequent, uncontrollable outbursts of laughing and/or crying in 
people with brain injuries or certain neurologic conditions like stroke. 
 
Kirk credits his father for helping him stay on track in terms of recovery and he is optimistic 
about the future. 
 
Subscribe to our blog to follow Kirk on his journey as he learns to live with PBA and continues to 
pursue his passion for aviation.  
 
“I do believe this has made me a better person. Made me much stronger to get over all the 
hassles and struggles in life. This is just one of the little mountains that I go through.” – Kirk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Kirk talks about PBA and his goal to earn a private pilot’s license. 
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Cast & Filmmaker Bios 
CHRISTINE 
 
Christine is a mother and self-described “hard-core” soldier who was in a car accident on her way home from deploying troops. While driving on an unfamiliar 
road during a heavy thunderstorm, her vehicle hydroplaned and flipped eight times. The accident left her with a traumatic brain injury (TBI), ending her 
military career. 
 
Since her TBI, she feels a lot of differences in her personality and has different priorities. 
Christine has also noticed symptoms of PseudoBulbar Affect, or PBA, a condition characterized 
by frequent, uncontrollable outbursts of laughing and/or crying in people with brain injuries or 
certain neurologic conditions.  Christine finds that she will involuntarily laugh or cry at 
inappropriate times. She often has to excuse herself from situations or offer an explanation to 
those that are unaware of her condition and can’t understand why she starts laughing or crying.   
 
She has had to make some big adjustments due to the many complications of her brain injury. 
Still, Christine keeps a positive attitude and outlook. She and her husband, Donald, are currently 
in the process of creating a startup microbrewery near their home in Pennsylvania.  
 
Subscribe to our blog to hear more of Christine’s story and how she continually works through 
the challenges that come her way.  
 
“It’s the hidden scar because people don’t realize what’s going on mentally within the brain from 
an injury. It’s just a different world.” – Christine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Christine revealed that prior to her accident she didn’t have a 
fondness for dogs. But now, she loves animals and has two dogs of 
her own. 
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Cast & Filmmaker Bios 
THE PARSONS FAMILY 
 
The arts have been a huge part of the Parsons family’s lives. Matriarch, Linda Anne Parsons, is a former music 
teacher who is now deeply involved in music ministry. Her daughter, Laura, is an artist and Christian worship 
leader. Linda’s son, Steve, is a professional musician and composer. And the patriarch, Douglas Parsons, once a 
well-respected computer technician, also played instruments in his youth and sang in vocal groups throughout 
his life. Creating and enjoying music was something they all shared. 

 
That all changed in 1996 when Douglas began exhibiting 
behavioral and cognitive issues. It took a while, but he was 
eventually diagnosed with Frontotemporal Dementia (FTD), a 
group of disorders caused by progressive cell degeneration in the 
brain. Soon after, Douglas started to show signs of also having 
PseudoBulbar Affect, or PBA, a condition characterized by 
frequent, uncontrollable outbursts of laughing and/or crying in 
people with brain injuries or certain neurologic conditions.  PBA caused Douglas to cry uncontrollably in 
situations where he previously wouldn’t. It was only a matter of time before FTD caused Douglas to lose his 
ability to walk and speak as well as create music and participate in 

the pastime he and his family dearly loved.  
 
The ordeal took a dramatic toll on the family. Frustrated and 

angered by the lack of information available about FTD, Linda wrote a book in 2007 titled, “I Can’t Hear the 
Music Anymore: One Family’s Journey with Frontotemporal Dementia,” to help others that may be going 
through the same struggles toward a diagnosis.  
 
Subscribe to our blog to follow this family’s story as they share their experiences and organize an amazing event 
to generate awareness of FTD and PBA while honoring Douglas. 
 
“PBA definitely, it's something that at first kind of takes you to a place of… embarrassment. It takes you to a 
place of confusion when it's somebody who normally has not reacted that way, that strongly. I guess the hardest 
thing about it is it's something completely out of my dad’s control.” – Steve Parsons  

 
 

Steve Parsons recalls fun times with this father prior 
to Douglas’ diagnosis of FTD and PBA. 

Linda plays a tune and talks about the symphony 
she’s composing for her husband. 

Laura shares how her relationship with her father 
has changed since his diagnoses of FTD and PBA. 
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Cast & Filmmaker Bios 
JULIAN CAUTHERLEY, PRODUCER 
 
Julian Cautherley is an award-winning director and producer whose projects have appeared at world-renowned film festivals, including Sundance, Deauville, 
Berlin, SXSW and Tribeca.  
 
Julian’s most recent film as producer is the award-winning, Emmy-nominated documentary THE CRASH REEL (2013), 
which follows the dramatic fall and rise of snowboarder Kevin Pearce, a traumatic brain injury survivor. Directed by 
two-time, Oscar-nominated filmmaker, Lucy Walker, THE CRASH REEL, a DGA and Gotham Awards-nominated film, 
premiered at the Sundance film festival and received audience awards at SXSW, among others.  
 
Julian also recently produced THE BEAUTIFUL GAME (2012), a documentary currently in release, which portrays the 
life-changing power of soccer in modern Africa.  
 
In addition to the PBA FILM PROJECT (working title), Julian will be in production in 2014 on the narrative film YOU 
WERE NEVER HERE (2015), which stars Mireille Enos from the AMC series The Killing and the 2013 blockbuster World 
War Z.  
 
Other previous projects have included the award-winning narrative feature GREENCARD WARRIORS (2013), in which 
the promise of a better life is shattered when two families are confronted with the brutal reality of raising their 
children in Los Angeles. Tackling immigration issues, the film stars Vivica Fox and Manny Perez and premiered at the 
Santa Barbara Film Festival.  
 
Julian is also partner & founder at Good 'n Proper, a production and management company based in Los Angeles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Cast & Filmmaker Bios 
DOUG BLUSH AND LISA KLEIN, CO-DIRECTORS 
 
Doug Blush and Lisa Klein are award-winning filmmakers whose work has played at world-renowned film festivals including Sundance, Toronto 
and Tribeca. They are the creative team behind the critically acclaimed feature documentary OF TWO MINDS (2012), which takes a compelling 
look at the extraordinary lives of a few of the more than five million Americans living with bipolar disorder. OF TWO MINDS is the 2013 winner of 
many honors, including the prestigious Prism and Voice Awards, both of which honor filmmakers for their authentic storytelling of mental illness 
and substance abuse issues. 
 
Doug Blush is a longtime documentary director, producer, editor, writer and cinematographer 
whose recent credits include supervising editor of the Sundance and theatrical hit 20 FEET FROM 
STARDOM (2013), winner of the 2013 Academy Award® for Best Documentary. He also served as 
editor and associate producer of the 2012 Oscar-nominated THE INVISIBLE WAR (2012).  Other 
recent work includes: editing the crossword-culture hit WORDPLAY (2006) and the Academy 
Award-shortlisted national debt primer I.O.U.S.A. (2008); co-writer and editor on THESE 
AMAZING SHADOWS (2011), a wide-ranging appreciation of the National Film Registry; 
executive producer and editor of HBO's SUPERHEROES (2011), an on-the street documentary 
tracking the adventures of real life crime-fighters; editor of the Emmy-nominated OUTRAGE 
(2009) with director Kirby Dick. He has also edited, supervised and/or produced more than 30 
other feature documentaries and television shows, and has been nominated five times for Best 
Editing at the Sundance Film Festival. He was recently inducted into American Cinema Editors 
(A.C.E.), the most prestigious feature editing association in the U.S. 
 
Lisa Klein is a writer and filmmaker from Detroit, Michigan. She studied film at the University of Michigan, and then moved to Los Angeles to earn 
a graduate film degree at the University of Southern California. Her impetus to make OF TWO MINDS stemmed from her sister’s long battle with 
bipolar disorder, and she has toured with the film nationwide to help raise awareness and fight stigma. Lisa also co-directed the festival 
documentary short WHAT A BALL (2006) and the Fox Movie Channel special interest documentary CULT CULTURE: THE POSEIDON ADVENTURE 
(2003) with husband and film partner Doug Blush.  


