
 

 
 
 

About the institutions  
 
 
CSEM and CSEM’s PV-center 
Founded in 1984, it is a private research and development center specializing in microtechnology, 
nanotechnology, microelectronics, system engineering, photovoltaics and communications technologies. It 
is a non-profit Swiss company for applied research, including technology, strategy and innovation 
consulting, focused on generating value for a sustainable world.  
 
The PV-center is an industry driven, application oriented program within CSEM created to bring new high-
tech solutions for solar components and systems to technological maturity, and serve the Swiss and global 
renewable energy industry. Established in 2013, the center builds on more than 25 years of leading-edge 
technology developments at EPFL's IMT PV-Lab in Neuchatel and at CSEM Muttenz, capitalizing on the 
international experience of a team of world class researchers and professionals with an industrial and 
academic background. Its focus is the development of new generations of photovoltaic cells, modules, and 
balance of system (BOS) components, and of innovative renewable energy system solutions, and 
supporting the transition to an energy system in which solar will play an essential role. 
 
 
SolarSwissConnect 
SolarSwissConnect is a Swiss initiative with the purpose to promote in the world know-how in solar 
technologies through promotion, development, diffusion and exchange of solar science and technology, as 
well as networking and exchange between actors in the field of solar energy. SolarSwissConnect supports 
the event as the PV-center of CSEM is a founding member of this promoting agency. 
 
 
The town of Neuchâtel 
Listed as a “Cité de l’energie” (City of Energy) since 1995, the Town of Neuchâtel has for the third time been 
granted the label of European Energy Award® GOLD in 2014. 
 
The capital of the Republic and Canton of Neuchâtel is wholly committed to the programme of the 2000 
Watts Society in 2050.  For example, by signing the European Covenant of Mayors, Neuchâtel has 
committed to putting all its effort into reducing CO2 emissions by 20% across the district by 2020.  The 
results are, on average, a reduction of 25% of energy consumption within 20 years. 
 
Installations powered by renewable energy have equally been put into operation throughout the district.  
Thanks to the establishment of a solar land registry and the creation of a fund to subsidise solar panels 
worth a million francs, the number of solar installations has multiplied 12 fold in two years.  Today, more 
than 12’000m² of solar panel units have been installed. 
 
The Town of Neuchâtel is also a testing ground for ecological mobility, with public service electric vehicles 
driven by solar energy and the development of a free bicycle-lending programme. 
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Swissnex Singapore 
swissnex Singapore is an innovative door-opener and matchmaker allowing its users to prospect 
opportunities, discover synergies and nurture partnerships in a conducive interdisciplinary environment. It 
is synergistically integrating governmental, academic and economic stakeholders under one roof, building a 
knowledge network shared with its users. It is highly visible and easily accessible as the first foreign 
governmental structure established in 2004 in the heart of Biopolis, the landmark research hub in 
Singapore and South-East Asia.  

Singapore, through its commitment in the fields of education, research and entrepreneurship as well as its 
impressive public research funding, succeeded in building up a particularly favourable environment: state-
of-the-art infrastructure, well-trained manpower, high standard legislation policies, numerous start-up 
creation incentives and excellent Asian networks. 

The mission of swissnex Singapore is to promote Swiss excellence in science, education, art and innovation 
and support the international activities of Swiss institutions of higher learning, research institutes, as well 
as high tech start-ups and SMEs in Singapore and the region. 

 
SERIS 
The Solar Energy Research Institute of Singapore (SERIS) is Singapore's national institute for applied solar 
energy research. The institute is sponsored by the National University of Singapore (NUS) and Singapore's 
National Research Foundation (NRF) through the Singapore Economic Development Board (EDB). SERIS is 
structured as a National Laboratory at NUS and has the stature of an NUS University-level Research 
Institute. It is endowed with considerable autonomy and flexibility, including an industry friendly IP policy. 
 
From 2010 to 2013, the CSEM and the Solar Energy Research Institute of Singapore (SERIS) with its CEO, 
Prof Armin ABERLE of the National University of Singapore (NUS) were collaborating on a Singapore 
Government funded research project on advanced thin-film silicon solar cells. Prof Ballif is a frequent visitor 
to Singapore and SERIS and there are optimistic views on future opportunities for collaborations and joint 
projects with SERIS in the area of solar photovoltaic devices. 
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http://www.nus.edu.sg/
http://www.nrf.gov.sg/
http://www.nrf.gov.sg/
http://www.edb.gov.sg/content/edb/en.html?cmpid=edb_en38

