
 

 
 

Nik Wallenda masters Chicago skyline with new 
JEANRICHARD 

 
“King of the Highwire” Nik Wallenda sets two World Records and 

accomplishes yet another spectacular walk at an astonishing height 
with new JEANRICHARD for Wallenda Terrascope 

 
On 2 November 2014, Nik Wallenda, the “King of the Highwire”, now 9-
time World Record holder and JEANRICHARD ambassador, crossed the 
skyline of the windy city of Chicago for Discovery’s Skyscraper Live 
with Nik Wallenda. The Chicago riverfront was filled with over 65 000 
excited spectators and press from all over the world, who followed 
Wallenda’s every step on the tightrope. During the  8 minutes and 09 
seconds adventure, Wallenda was accompanied by his newly revealed 
JEANRICHARD Terrascope special edition timepiece featuring a bezel 
that was inspired by the cross-section of his wire. 
 
The walk took Nik Wallenda across the Chicago River on an inch (approx. 
2.5cm/size of a US quarter coin) wide steel cable, starting at a height of 588 
feet (about 180 meters) from the Marina City West tower, when he went 
upward at a 19-degree angle, rising 83 feet (about 25 meters) to the Leo 
Burnett Building and setting the first World Record for the steepest tightrope 
walk in 6 minutes and 52 seconds in winds that were gusting at up to 25mph 
(about 40 km/h). 
 
Wallenda's second part of the walk was from the Marina City west tower to 
the east one at a height of 543 feet (about 165 meters), while he was 
blindfolded. That set the second World Record for the highest blindfolded 
walk. It took Wallenda 1 minute and 17 seconds to cross these 94 feet (about 
29 meters). 
 
“The King of the Highwire” accomplished the entire walk in an impressive 8 
minutes and 09 seconds, without being secured by a safety net or a harness.. 
There is no doubt that this crossing will mark history, equally to Wallenda’s 
walk over the Grand Canyon last year, being his second one wearing a 
JEANRICHARD Terrascope timepiece on his wrist. 
 
“It’s a pleasure to once again be partnered with JEANRICHARD now also on 
my Chicago highwire walk. We share the same ‘Philosophy of Life’ where 
excellence in your craft and a sense of adventure are necessary to 
accomplishing great feats. JEANRICHARD shares and understands the great 
commitment needed for success, whether it be on the highwire or on the 
watchmaking bench.” 
 
The Swiss luxury watch manufacturer has a “Philosophy of Life” that stands 
for living the life to the fullest and having a passion for what you do. Partners 
and brand ambassadors – such as Nik Wallenda – accompany this journey by 
representing this unique vision. The renowned Wallenda family has been in  



 

 
 
 
 
 
the highwire art for seven generations and passed on their pioneering spirit 
throughout. Just like Daniel Jeanrichard revolutionized the Swiss Watch 
making industry and has influenced it tremendously through his 
apprenticeship system since the 17th century. 
 
This journey is visible in the assembly of the special edition watch for Nik 
Wallenda, too. The design of the timepiece is integrally inspired by his walks. 
The vertically satin-finished steel case features a bezel, whose main pattern 
reflects the cross section of the wire, while Nik Wallenda’s logo is illustrating 
the artist walking on the grey brushed dial. 
Inspired by Nik Wallenda’s true strength and will power, this Terrascope also 
features an engraved “Special Nik Wallenda Edition” case back, and offers a 
black rubber strap that goes hand in hand with the steel case and provides 
maximum comfort on the wrist.  
 
 “To us, Nik represents the strong values of JEANRICHARD and the true spirit 
of an adventurer just perfectly. We are excited to support him in his passion 
for the extraordinary and to contribute to his success”, said Bruno Grande, 
Managing Director of JEANRICHARD. “And especially excited after this World 
Record setting walk as we just presented him before his grand success and 
also the watch aficionados with a special edition time-piece created for and 
with the King of the Highwire.” 
 
ABOUT THE WATCH  
  
60500-11-101-FK6A 
Polished and vertically satin-finished  
stainless steel case 
Engraved bezel, pattern inspired by  
the cross section of the wire  
44.00 mm 
Height: 12.60 mm 
Antireflective sapphire crystal 
Case-back, screwed-down,  
engraved with “Special Nik Wallenda Edition” 
Water-resistant to 100 m 
Movement JR60, 
self-winding 
Calibre: 11 ½’’’ 
Frequency: 28,800 vibrations/ hour (4 Hz) 
Jewels: 26 
Power reserve: minimum 38 hours 
Functions: hour, minute, second, date 
Grey vertically satin-finished dial, 
Nik Wallenda logo transferred 
Applied rhodium-coated indexes 
with additional luminescent dot 
Rhodium-coated hands with 
luminescent material 
Black rubber strap 
Stainless steel folding buckle 
 
 
 



 

 

 

ABOUT JEANRICHARD 

JEANRICHARD watches have been conceived for all those who enjoy 
challenges, revel in the unknown, and would like to live their lives to the 
fullest, savouring the best of each moment. These are the everyday 
adventurers, who enjoy authenticity and will make no compromises, be that 
on quality or on design. These are independent spirits who scorn conventions 
and play by their own rules, travelling off the beaten paths. 
 
The art of life JEANRICHARD timepieces come in four different collections 
that each pay tribute to the elements of our universe: Terrascope, Aquascope, 
Aeroscope and 1681. Earth, water, air, plus the fire of passion that has 
inspired our brand for over three centuries and has excited sophisticated 
globetrotters every day anew. 
 
JEANRICHARD is part of the Kering Group, a world leader in apparel and 
accessories, which develops an ensemble of powerful Luxury and Sport & 
Lifestyle brands.  
 
 
ABOUT NIK WALLENDA 
 
Nik Wallenda (born January 24, 1979) is an American high wire artist. Known 
as "The King of the Highwire", through out the world for his highwire 
performances without a safety net. He holds nine Guinness World Records for 
various acrobatic feats, but is best known as the first person to walk a 
tightrope stretched directly over Niagara Falls and the Grand Canyon; both 
were broadcast live and internationally to millions of people around the world. 
Nik has been walking on the wire since age two. At age 13, he made his 
professional tightrope-walking debut. He decided on highwire walking as a 
career path in 1998, after joining family members in a seven-person pyramid 
on the wire. A seventh-generation member of the Wallenda family, Nik 
Wallenda if extremely proud to carry on the unequaled performance standard 
that his family has been known for, for over two hundred years. Nik Wallenda 
has been a brand ambassador for JEANRICHARD since 2012. 
 


