
 

 

Farmers  News Release 

  
 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

  

RED LODGE TEACHER NAMED FINALIST AS PART OF 
THANK AMERICA’S TEACHERS DREAM BIG TEACHER CHALLENGE 

 
Kate Belinda Among 15 Finalists Vying for Six $100,000 Educational Grants from  

Farmers Insurance 

 
Red Lodge, Mont. (October 5, 2016) – Farmers Insurance® announced today that Kate Belinda of Red 

Lodge High School in Red Lodge has been named a finalist as part of the company’s Thank America’s 

Teachers® Dream Big Teacher Challenge®, awarding teachers for their ideas to help create a lasting and 

positive impact on their classrooms, schools, and communities.  
 
Local Farmers agent Irene Belvin shared the news with Belinda about being one of only 15 finalists in the 
running for one of six $100,000 Dream Big Teacher Challenge grants from Farmers. 

 
Along with hundreds of other applicants, Belinda’s proposal went through a competitive review process. Her 
proposal to power the future through integrative STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) 
education and renewable energy, was selected to move on to the public voting phase of the Dream Big 
Teacher Challenge. 
 
With her funds, Belinda plans to integrate wind energy into the curriculum at Red Lodge High School and 
reduce the school’s carbon footprint by installing a wind turbine on campus. This project will combine 
renewable energy production with STEM education for the students, and serve as an instructional tool that 
reduces energy costs. 
 
“I am so excited to recognize the amazing work of Kate Belinda and share in her excitement of being one 
step closer to winning a $100,000 grant through Thank America's Teachers," said local Farmers agent Irene 
Belvin. “Belinda embodies everything we should celebrate in teachers on World Teacher’s Day and I urge 
the Red Lodge community, the state of Montana, and the entire nation to vote to help make Belinda’s big 
dream a reality.” 

 
Finalists’ proposals are currently available for public voting at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can 
vote for any of the 15 teacher proposals, but a person can only vote once for the same teacher proposal per 
day. Up to six $100,000 educational grants will then be announced in December to those proposals with the 
highest vote count across the country.  

 
Through Thank America’s Teachers, Farmers will give away more than $1 million to educators each year 
and the public will determine who receives the grants. Teachers are invited to submit proposals to win 

® 

 

Contacts: Farmers Insurance  
Media Relations 
818-965-0007 
mediarelations@farmersinsurance.com 

 
 

   

 
   
 
   

 

http://www.thankamericasteachers.com/
mailto:mediarelations@farmersinsurance.com


$2,500 and $100,000 grants at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can show appreciation for 
educators by sending a heartfelt thank you note and voting for teachers’ proposals at 
ThankAmericasTeachers.com. 
 
About Farmers Insurance 

“Farmers Insurance®” and “Farmers®” are tradenames for a group of affiliated insurers providing insurance 

for automobiles, homes and small businesses and a wide range of other insurance and financial services 
and products. Farmers Insurance is proud to serve more than 10 million households with over 19 million 
individual policies, across all 50 states, through the efforts of more than 48,000 exclusive and independent 

agents and approximately 21,000 employees. Farmers Insurance Exchange®, the largest of the three 

primary insurance insurers that make up Farmers Insurance, is recognized as one of the largest U.S. 
companies on the 2016 Fortune 500 list. 
 
For more information about Farmers Insurance, visit Farmers.com, Twitter and Instagram, 
@WeAreFarmers, or Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance. 
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WAUSAU TEACHER NAMED FINALIST AS PART OF 
THANK AMERICA’S TEACHERS DREAM BIG TEACHER CHALLENGE 

 
Paula Hase Among 15 Finalists Vying for Six $100,000 Educational Grants from  

Farmers Insurance 

 
Wausau, Wis. (October 5, 2016) – Farmers Insurance® announced today that Paula Hase of Wausau East 

High School in Wausau has been named a finalist as part of the company’s Thank America’s Teachers® 

Dream Big Teacher Challenge®, awarding teachers for their ideas to help create a lasting and positive 

impact on their classrooms, schools, and communities.  
 
Local Farmers agent Mark Larson shared the news with Hase about being one of only 15 finalists in the 
running for one of six $100,000 Dream Big Teacher Challenge grants from Farmers. 

 
Along with hundreds of other applicants, Hase’s proposal went through a competitive review process. Her 
proposal about learning through video production and journalism was selected to move on to the public 
voting phase of the Dream Big Teacher Challenge. 
 
If selected, Hase would use the $100,000 grant to upgrade Wausau East High School’s abandoned analog 
broadcasting studio with a new 21st Century digital broadcasting space. This new production studio would 
allow students to acquire news writing and reporting skills, learn basic editing and technology proficiencies, 
and create live and prerecorded multimedia shows through extracurricular courses. 
 
“I am so excited to recognize the amazing work of Paula Hase and share in her excitement of being one 
step closer to winning a $100,000 grant through Thank America's Teachers," said local Farmers agent Mark 
Larson. “Hase embodies everything we should celebrate in teachers on World Teacher’s Day and I urge the 
Wausau community, the state of Wisconsin, and the entire nation to vote to help make Hase’s big dream a 
reality.” 

 
Finalists’ proposals are currently available for public voting at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can 
vote for any of the 15 teacher proposals, but a person can only vote once for the same teacher proposal per 
day. Up to six $100,000 educational grants will then be announced in December to those proposals with the 
highest vote count across the country.  

 
Through Thank America’s Teachers, Farmers will give away more than $1 million to educators each year 
and the public will determine who receives the grants. Teachers are invited to submit proposals to win 
$2,500 and $100,000 grants at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can show appreciation for 
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educators by sending a heartfelt thank you note and voting for teachers’ proposals at 
ThankAmericasTeachers.com. 
 
About Farmers Insurance 

“Farmers Insurance®” and “Farmers®” are tradenames for a group of affiliated insurers providing insurance 

for automobiles, homes and small businesses and a wide range of other insurance and financial services 
and products. Farmers Insurance is proud to serve more than 10 million households with over 19 million 
individual policies, across all 50 states, through the efforts of more than 48,000 exclusive and independent 

agents and approximately 21,000 employees. Farmers Insurance Exchange®, the largest of the three 

primary insurance insurers that make up Farmers Insurance, is recognized as one of the largest U.S. 
companies on the 2016 Fortune 500 list. 
 
For more information about Farmers Insurance, visit Farmers.com, Twitter and Instagram, 
@WeAreFarmers, or Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance. 

 
###
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       IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

 

  

FARMERVILLE TEACHER NAMED FINALIST AS PART OF 
THANK AMERICA’S TEACHERS DREAM BIG TEACHER CHALLENGE 

 
Jennifer Kelly Among 15 Finalists Vying for Six $100,000 Educational Grants from  

Farmers Insurance 

 
Farmerville, La. (October 5, 2016) – Farmers Insurance® announced today that Jennifer Kelly of Union 

Parish Elementary in Farmerville has been named a finalist as part of the company’s Thank America’s 

Teachers® Dream Big Teacher Challenge®, awarding teachers for their ideas to help create a lasting and 

positive impact on their classrooms, schools, and communities.  
 
Farmers Insurance Director of Government and Industry Affairs, Frank Galitski shared the news with Kelly 
about being one of only 15 finalists in the running for one of six $100,000 Dream Big Teacher Challenge 
grants from Farmers. 

 
Along with hundreds of other applicants, Kelly’s proposal went through a competitive review process. Her 
proposal to help young students prepare to thrive in school before they are behind, was selected to move 
on to the public voting phase of the Dream Big Teacher Challenge. 
 
Kelly would use the $100,000 grant to implement a mixed-model school preparedness approach.  This 
approach includesan online school preparedness program where students can take learning outside the 
classroom and bring it into their homes.  
 
“I am so excited to recognize the amazing work of Jennifer Kelly and share in her excitement of being one 
step closer to winning a $100,000 grant through Thank America's Teachers," said Director of Government 
and Industry Affairs, Frank Galitski. “Kelly embodies everything we should celebrate in teachers on World 
Teacher’s Day and I urge the Farmerville community, the state of Louisiana, and the entire nation to vote to 
help make Kelly’s big dream a reality.” 

 
Finalists’ proposals are currently available for public voting at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can 
vote for any of the 15 teacher proposals, but a person can only vote once for the same teacher proposal per 
day. Up to six $100,000 educational grants will then be announced in December to those proposals with the 
highest vote count across the country.  

 
Through Thank America’s Teachers, Farmers will give away more than $1 million to educators each year 
and the public will determine who receives the grants. Teachers are invited to submit proposals to win 
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$2,500 and $100,000 grants at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can show appreciation for 
educators by sending a heartfelt thank you note and voting for teachers’ proposals at 
ThankAmericasTeachers.com. 
 
About Farmers Insurance 

“Farmers Insurance®” and “Farmers®” are tradenames for a group of affiliated insurers providing insurance 

for automobiles, homes and small businesses and a wide range of other insurance and financial services 
and products. Farmers Insurance is proud to serve more than 10 million households with over 19 million 
individual policies, across all 50 states, through the efforts of more than 48,000 exclusive and independent 

agents and approximately 21,000 employees. Farmers Insurance Exchange®, the largest of the three 

primary insurance insurers that make up Farmers Insurance, is recognized as one of the largest U.S. 
companies on the 2016 Fortune 500 list. 
 
For more information about Farmers Insurance, visit Farmers.com, Twitter and Instagram, 
@WeAreFarmers, or Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance. 
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       IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

 

  

EASTERN IDAHO TEACHER NAMED FINALIST AS PART OF 
THANK AMERICA’S TEACHERS DREAM BIG TEACHER CHALLENGE 

 
Kevin Ramsey Among 15 Finalists Vying for Six $100,000 Educational Grants from  

Farmers Insurance 

 
Eastern Idaho, Idaho (October 5, 2016) – Farmers Insurance® announced today that Kevin Ramsey of 

Leadore School in Eastern Idaho has been named a finalist as part of the company’s Thank America’s 

Teachers® Dream Big Teacher Challenge®, awarding teachers for their ideas to help create a lasting and 

positive impact on their classrooms, schools, and communities.  
 
Local Farmers agent Ross Cole shared the news with Ramsey about being one of only 15 finalists in the 
running for one of six $100,000 Dream Big Teacher Challenge grants from Farmers. 

 
Along with hundreds of other applicants, Ramsey’s proposal went through a competitive review process. His 
proposal about experiential and observational learning through vocational work with local professionals, was 
selected to move on to the public voting phase of the Dream Big Teacher Challenge. 
 
Ramsey plans to establish Project STRIVE: Students Training, Researching, and Innovating through 
Vocational Education. With Ramsey’s new supplies purchased with the funds, he will teach a shop class 
where the students will fix up the school’s existing shop, build a greenhouse and create a fitness track. 
Students will use robotics, electronics, 3D printing, video productions, woodworking, construction, 
horticulture and metalwork, over the course of this new program.  
 
“I am so excited to recognize the amazing work of Kevin Ramsey and share in his excitement of being one 
step closer to winning a $100,000 grant through Thank America's Teachers," said local Farmers agent Ross 
Cole. “Ramsey embodies everything we should celebrate in teachers on World Teacher’s Day and I urge 
the Leadore community, the state of Idaho, and the entire nation to vote to help make Ramsey’s big dream 
a reality.” 

 
Finalists’ proposals are currently available for public voting at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can 
vote for any of the 15 teacher proposals, but a person can only vote once for the same teacher proposal per 
day. Up to six $100,000 educational grants will then be announced in December to those proposals with the 
highest vote count across the country.  
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Through Thank America’s Teachers, Farmers will give away more than $1 million to educators each year 
and the public will determine who receives the grants. Teachers are invited to submit proposals to win 
$2,500 and $100,000 grants at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can show appreciation for 
educators by sending a heartfelt thank you note and voting for teachers’ proposals at 
ThankAmericasTeachers.com. 
 
About Farmers Insurance 

“Farmers Insurance®” and “Farmers®” are tradenames for a group of affiliated insurers providing insurance 

for automobiles, homes and small businesses and a wide range of other insurance and financial services 
and products. Farmers Insurance is proud to serve more than 10 million households with over 19 million 
individual policies, across all 50 states, through the efforts of more than 48,000 exclusive and independent 

agents and approximately 21,000 employees. Farmers Insurance Exchange®, the largest of the three 

primary insurance insurers that make up Farmers Insurance, is recognized as one of the largest U.S. 
companies on the 2016 Fortune 500 list. 
 
For more information about Farmers Insurance, visit Farmers.com, Twitter and Instagram, 
@WeAreFarmers, or Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance. 
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       IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

  

  

PENDLETON TEACHER NAMED FINALIST AS PART OF 
THANK AMERICA’S TEACHERS DREAM BIG TEACHER CHALLENGE 

 
Kristin Swaggart Among 15 Finalists Vying for Six $100,000 Educational Grants from  

Farmers Insurance 

 
Pendleton, Ore. (October 5, 2016) – Farmers Insurance® announced today that Kristin Swaggart of 

Pendleton High School in Pendleton has been named a finalist as part of the company’s Thank America’s 

Teachers® Dream Big Teacher Challenge®, awarding teachers for their ideas to help create a lasting and 

positive impact on their classrooms, schools, and communities.  
 
Local Farmers agent Craig Christensen shared the news with Swaggart about being one of only 15 finalists 
in the running for one of six $100,000 Dream Big Teacher Challenge grants from Farmers. 

 
Along with hundreds of other applicants, Swaggart’s proposal went through a competitive review process. 
Her proposal to purchase a food truck to further develop the culinary program and serve the community, 
was selected to move on to the public voting phase of the Dream Big Teacher Challenge. 
 
Swaggart plans to use her funds to purchase a food truck that would serve as an extension of the existing 
culinary program. This food truck will act as a unique “vehicle” for learning, as Swaggart’s students will not 
only learn how to properly prepare food in a sanitary kitchen, but also gain experience with marketing and 
running a business. In addition, Swaggart’s students will have the opportunity to deliver their food creations 
to all members of the community, including those facing homelessness.. 
 
“I am so excited to recognize the amazing work of Kristin Swaggart and share in her excitement of being 
one step closer to winning a $100,000 grant through Thank America's Teachers," said local Farmers agent 
Craig Christensen. “Swaggart embodies everything we should celebrate in teachers on World Teacher’s 
Day and I urge the Pendleton community, the state of Oregon, and the entire nation to vote to help make 
Swaggart’s big dream a reality.” 

 
Finalists’ proposals are currently available for public voting at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can 
vote for any of the 15 teacher proposals, but a person can only vote once for the same teacher proposal per 
day. Up to six $100,000 educational grants will then be announced in December to those proposals with the 
highest vote count across the country.  
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Through Thank America’s Teachers, Farmers will give away more than $1 million to educators each year 
and the public will determine who receives the grants. Teachers are invited to submit proposals to win 
$2,500 and $100,000 grants at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can show appreciation for 
educators by sending a heartfelt thank you note and voting for teachers’ proposals at 
ThankAmericasTeachers.com. 
 
About Farmers Insurance 

“Farmers Insurance®” and “Farmers®” are tradenames for a group of affiliated insurers providing insurance 

for automobiles, homes and small businesses and a wide range of other insurance and financial services 
and products. Farmers Insurance is proud to serve more than 10 million households with over 19 million 
individual policies, across all 50 states, through the efforts of more than 48,000 exclusive and independent 

agents and approximately 21,000 employees. Farmers Insurance Exchange®, the largest of the three 

primary insurance insurers that make up Farmers Insurance, is recognized as one of the largest U.S. 
companies on the 2016 Fortune 500 list. 
 
For more information about Farmers Insurance, visit Farmers.com, Twitter and Instagram, 
@WeAreFarmers, or Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance. 
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       IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

 

  

NAPERVILLE TEACHER NAMED FINALIST AS PART OF 
THANK AMERICA’S TEACHERS DREAM BIG TEACHER CHALLENGE 

 
Seth Brady Among 15 Finalists Vying for Six $100,000 Educational Grants from  

Farmers Insurance 

 
Naperville, Ill. (October 5, 2016) – Farmers Insurance® announced today that Seth Brady of Naperville 

Central High School in Naperville has been named a finalist as part of the company’s Thank America’s 

Teachers® Dream Big Teacher Challenge®, awarding teachers for their ideas to help create a lasting and 

positive impact on their classrooms, schools, and communities.  
 
Local Farmers agent Mary Wlodarski shared the news with Brady about being one of only 15 finalists in the 
running for one of six $100,000 Dream Big Teacher Challenge grants from Farmers. 

 
Along with hundreds of other applicants, Brady’s proposal went through a competitive review process. His 
proposal to implement a comprehensive global education program was selected to move on to the public 
voting phase of the Dream Big Teacher Challenge. 
 
With these funds, Brady plans to fulfill Illinois Global Scholar’s goal of implementing a comprehensive global 
education program across the state of Illinois that prepares all students for success in the global economy. 
This investment will allow stakeholders to develop sustainable and equitable programs that provide students 
with the skills necessary to be thoughtful, responsible and productive global citizens. 
 
“I am so excited to recognize the amazing work of Seth Brady and share in his excitement of being one step 
closer to winning a $100,000 grant through Thank America's Teachers," said local Farmers agent Mary 
Wlodarski. “Brady embodies everything we should celebrate in teachers on World Teacher’s Day and I urge 
the Naperville community, the state of Illinois, and the entire nation to vote to help make Brady’s big dream 
a reality.” 

 
Finalists’ proposals are currently available for public voting at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can 
vote for any of the 15 teacher proposals, but a person can only vote once for the same teacher proposal per 
day. Up to six $100,000 educational grants will then be announced in December to those proposals with the 
highest vote count across the country.  

 
Through Thank America’s Teachers, Farmers will give away more than $1 million to educators each year 
and the public will determine who receives the grants. Teachers are invited to submit proposals to win 
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$2,500 and $100,000 grants at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can show appreciation for 
educators by sending a heartfelt thank you note and voting for teachers’ proposals at 
ThankAmericasTeachers.com. 
 
About Farmers Insurance 

“Farmers Insurance®” and “Farmers®” are tradenames for a group of affiliated insurers providing insurance 

for automobiles, homes and small businesses and a wide range of other insurance and financial services 
and products. Farmers Insurance is proud to serve more than 10 million households with over 19 million 
individual policies, across all 50 states, through the efforts of more than 48,000 exclusive and independent 

agents and approximately 21,000 employees. Farmers Insurance Exchange®, the largest of the three 

primary insurance insurers that make up Farmers Insurance, is recognized as one of the largest U.S. 
companies on the 2016 Fortune 500 list. 
 
For more information about Farmers Insurance, visit Farmers.com, Twitter and Instagram, 
@WeAreFarmers, or Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance. 
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       IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

  

  

KNOXVILLE TEACHER NAMED FINALIST AS PART OF 
THANK AMERICA’S TEACHERS DREAM BIG TEACHER CHALLENGE 

 
Cheryl Burchett Among 15 Finalists Vying for Six $100,000 Educational Grants from  

Farmers Insurance 

 
Knoxville, Tenn. (October 5, 2016) – Farmers Insurance® announced today that Cheryl Burchett of 

Beaumont Magnet Academy in Knoxville has been named a finalist as part of the company’s Thank 

America’s Teachers® Dream Big Teacher Challenge®, awarding teachers for their ideas to help create a 

lasting and positive impact on their classrooms, schools, and communities.  
 
Local Farmers agent Shannon McCullock shared the news with Burchett about being one of only 15 finalists 
in the running for one of six $100,000 Dream Big Teacher Challenge grants from Farmers. 

 
Along with hundreds of other applicants, Burchett’s proposal went through a competitive review process. 
Her proposal to build a space for outdoor education and performance arts, was selected to move on to the 
public voting phase of the Dream Big Teacher Challenge. 
 
Burchett’s funding will help expand her students’ learning environment beyond the classroom walls to foster 
creative exploration. By building upon and repurposing the school’s underutilized infrastructure, these funds 
allow the students of Beaumont Magnet Academy to participate in student performances outside and 
connect the arts with outdoor education. 
 
“I am so excited to recognize the amazing work of Cheryl Burchett and share in her excitement of being one 
step closer to winning a $100,000 grant through Thank America's Teachers," said local Farmers agent 
Shannon McCullock. “Burchett embodies everything we should celebrate in teachers on World Teacher’s 
Day and I urge the Knoxville community, the state of Tennessee, and the entire nation to vote to help make 
Burchett’s big dream a reality.” 

 
Finalists’ proposals are currently available for public voting at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can 
vote for any of the 15 teacher proposals, but a person can only vote once for the same teacher proposal per 
day. Up to six $100,000 educational grants will then be announced in December to those proposals with the 
highest vote count across the country.  

 
Through Thank America’s Teachers, Farmers will give away more than $1 million to educators each year 
and the public will determine who receives the grants. Teachers are invited to submit proposals to win 
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$2,500 and $100,000 grants at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can show appreciation for 
educators by sending a heartfelt thank you note and voting for teachers’ proposals at 
ThankAmericasTeachers.com. 
 
About Farmers Insurance 

“Farmers Insurance®” and “Farmers®” are tradenames for a group of affiliated insurers providing insurance 

for automobiles, homes and small businesses and a wide range of other insurance and financial services 
and products. Farmers Insurance is proud to serve more than 10 million households with over 19 million 
individual policies, across all 50 states, through the efforts of more than 48,000 exclusive and independent 

agents and approximately 21,000 employees. Farmers Insurance Exchange®, the largest of the three 

primary insurance insurers that make up Farmers Insurance, is recognized as one of the largest U.S. 
companies on the 2016 Fortune 500 list. 
 
For more information about Farmers Insurance, visit Farmers.com, Twitter and Instagram, 
@WeAreFarmers, or Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance. 
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INDIANAPOLIS TEACHER NAMED FINALIST AS PART OF 
THANK AMERICA’S TEACHERS DREAM BIG TEACHER CHALLENGE 

 
Carrie Czarnecki Among 15 Finalists Vying for Six $100,000 Educational Grants from  

Farmers Insurance 

 
Indianapolis, Ind. (October 5, 2016) – Farmers Insurance® announced today that Carrie Czarnecki of 

Garden City Elementary in Indianapolis has been named a finalist as part of the company’s Thank 

America’s Teachers® Dream Big Teacher Challenge®, awarding teachers for their ideas to help create a 

lasting and positive impact on their classrooms, schools, and communities.  
 
Local Farmers agent Robert Iott shared the news with Czarnecki about being one of only 15 finalists in the 
running for one of six $100,000 Dream Big Teacher Challenge grants from Farmers. 

 
Along with hundreds of other applicants, Czarnecki’s proposal went through a competitive review process. 
Her proposal to provide free school supplies to teachers and students through a program called Teachers’ 
Treasures, was selected to move on to the public voting phase of the Dream Big Teacher Challenge. 
 
Czarnecki’s proposal will help purchase school supplies through discounted channels developed by 
Teachers’ Treasures. Teachers’ Treasures is a nonprofit organization that provides both students and 
teachers with materials they need to succeed. Garden City Elementary is partnering with Teachers’ 
Treasures to scale up its Mobile Outreach Program in schools throughout the area, where teachers can pick 
up supplies for their classrooms as well as provide materials to students who do not have the means to 
purchase them in stores. 
 
“I am so excited to recognize the amazing work of Carrie Czarnecki and share in her excitement of being 
one step closer to winning a $100,000 grant through Thank America's Teachers," said local Farmers agent 
Robert Iott. “Czarnecki embodies everything we should celebrate in teachers on World Teacher’s Day and I 
urge the Indianapolis community, the state of Indiana, and the entire nation to vote to help make 
Czarnecki’s big dream a reality.” 

 
Finalists’ proposals are currently available for public voting at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can 
vote for any of the 15 teacher proposals, but a person can only vote once for the same teacher proposal per 
day. Up to six $100,000 educational grants will then be announced in December to those proposals with the 
highest vote count across the country.  
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Through Thank America’s Teachers, Farmers will give away more than $1 million to educators each year 
and the public will determine who receives the grants. Teachers are invited to submit proposals to win 
$2,500 and $100,000 grants at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can show appreciation for 
educators by sending a heartfelt thank you note and voting for teachers’ proposals at 
ThankAmericasTeachers.com. 
 
About Farmers Insurance 

“Farmers Insurance®” and “Farmers®” are tradenames for a group of affiliated insurers providing insurance 

for automobiles, homes and small businesses and a wide range of other insurance and financial services 
and products. Farmers Insurance is proud to serve more than 10 million households with over 19 million 
individual policies, across all 50 states, through the efforts of more than 48,000 exclusive and independent 

agents and approximately 21,000 employees. Farmers Insurance Exchange®, the largest of the three 

primary insurance insurers that make up Farmers Insurance, is recognized as one of the largest U.S. 
companies on the 2016 Fortune 500 list. 
 
For more information about Farmers Insurance, visit Farmers.com, Twitter and Instagram, 
@WeAreFarmers, or Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance. 
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       IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

 

  

BROOKLYN TEACHER NAMED FINALIST AS PART OF 
THANK AMERICA’S TEACHERS DREAM BIG TEACHER CHALLENGE 

 
Maura Flanagan Among 15 Finalists Vying for Six $100,000 Educational Grants from  

Farmers Insurance 

 
Brooklyn, N.Y. (October 5, 2016) – Farmers Insurance® announced today that Maura Flanagan of P373K 

Brooklyn Transition Center in Brooklyn has been named a finalist as part of the company’s Thank America’s 

Teachers® Dream Big Teacher Challenge®, awarding teachers for their ideas to help create a lasting and 

positive impact on their classrooms, schools, and communities.  
 
Local Farmers agent Rob Bowen shared the news with Flanagan about being one of only 15 finalists in the 
running for one of six $100,000 Dream Big Teacher Challenge grants from Farmers. 

 
Along with hundreds of other applicants, Flanagan’s proposal went through a competitive review process. 
Her proposal to bridge the gap between school and work for disabled students, was selected to move on to 
the public voting phase of the Dream Big Teacher Challenge. 
 
Flanagan’s funding will go towards creating inquiry-based learning labs that operate as safe spaces for 
disabled students living in a high crime rate area to practice living and working in the community. The nine 
labs include a retail/grocery store lab that is set up like a typical grocery store. This lab offers students with 
disabilities a chance to learn how to budget for a meal and deal with money as an employee or a customer, 
preparing them for community engagement and real world jobs.  
 
“I am so excited to recognize the amazing work of Maura Flanagan and share in her excitement of being 
one step closer to winning a $100,000 grant through Thank America's Teachers," said local Farmers agent 
Rob Bowen. “Flanagan embodies everything we should celebrate in teachers on World Teacher’s Day and I 
urge the Brooklyn community, the state of New York, and the entire nation to vote to help make Flanagan’s 
big dream a reality.” 

 
Finalists’ proposals are currently available for public voting at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can 
vote for any of the 15 teacher proposals, but a person can only vote once for the same teacher proposal per 
day. Up to six $100,000 educational grants will then be announced in December to those proposals with the 
highest vote count across the country.  
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Through Thank America’s Teachers, Farmers will give away more than $1 million to educators each year 
and the public will determine who receives the grants. Teachers are invited to submit proposals to win 
$2,500 and $100,000 grants at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can show appreciation for 
educators by sending a heartfelt thank you note and voting for teachers’ proposals at 
ThankAmericasTeachers.com. 
 
About Farmers Insurance 

“Farmers Insurance®” and “Farmers®” are tradenames for a group of affiliated insurers providing insurance 

for automobiles, homes and small businesses and a wide range of other insurance and financial services 
and products. Farmers Insurance is proud to serve more than 10 million households with over 19 million 
individual policies, across all 50 states, through the efforts of more than 48,000 exclusive and independent 

agents and approximately 21,000 employees. Farmers Insurance Exchange®, the largest of the three 

primary insurance insurers that make up Farmers Insurance, is recognized as one of the largest U.S. 
companies on the 2016 Fortune 500 list. 
 
For more information about Farmers Insurance, visit Farmers.com, Twitter and Instagram, 
@WeAreFarmers, or Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance. 
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Farmers  News Release 

  
 

  IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

 

ANTIOCH TEACHER NAMED FINALIST AS PART OF 
THANK AMERICA’S TEACHERS DREAM BIG TEACHER CHALLENGE 

 
Jordan Rice Among 15 Finalists Vying for Six $100,000 Educational Grants from  

Farmers Insurance 

 
Antioch, Calif. (October 5, 2016) – Farmers Insurance® announced today that Jordan Rice of Turner 

Elementary in Antioch has been named a finalist as part of the company’s Thank America’s Teachers® 

Dream Big Teacher Challenge®, awarding teachers for their ideas to help create a lasting and positive 

impact on their classrooms, schools, and communities.  
 
Local Farmers agent Ruben Herrera shared the news with Rice about being one of only 15 finalists in the 
running for one of six $100,000 Dream Big Teacher Challenge grants from Farmers. 

 
Along with hundreds of other applicants, Rice’s proposal went through a competitive review process. Her 
proposal to create a safe mini town for students with special needs to practice life and career skills was 
selected to move on to the public voting phase of the Dream Big Teacher Challenge. 
 
With her funds, Rice plans to build a Safety Town where students of different ages and abilities can come 
together to plan and learn. This mini town will play a large role in the Contra Costa County Office of 
Education Special Day Program for students with special needs. The Safety Town Project will facilitate 
experiential learning opportunities for students with special needs to practice and acquire daily living and 
social skills in a structured environment. 
 
“I am so excited to recognize the amazing work of Jordan Rice and share in Her excitement of being one 
step closer to winning a $100,000 grant through Thank America's Teachers," said local Farmers agent 
Ruben Herrera. “Rice embodies everything we should celebrate in teachers on World Teacher’s Day and I 
urge the Antioch community, the state of California, and the entire nation to vote to help make Rice’s big 
dream a reality.” 

 
Finalists’ proposals are currently available for public voting at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can 
vote for any of the 15 teacher proposals, but a person can only vote once for the same teacher proposal per 
day. Up to six $100,000 educational grants will then be announced in December to those proposals with the 
highest vote count across the country.  

 
Through Thank America’s Teachers, Farmers will give away more than $1 million to educators each year 
and the public will determine who receives the grants. Teachers are invited to submit proposals to win 
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$2,500 and $100,000 grants at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can show appreciation for 
educators by sending a heartfelt thank you note and voting for teachers’ proposals at 
ThankAmericasTeachers.com. 
 
About Farmers Insurance 

“Farmers Insurance®” and “Farmers®” are tradenames for a group of affiliated insurers providing insurance 

for automobiles, homes and small businesses and a wide range of other insurance and financial services 
and products. Farmers Insurance is proud to serve more than 10 million households with over 19 million 
individual policies, across all 50 states, through the efforts of more than 48,000 exclusive and independent 

agents and approximately 21,000 employees. Farmers Insurance Exchange®, the largest of the three 

primary insurance insurers that make up Farmers Insurance, is recognized as one of the largest U.S. 
companies on the 2016 Fortune 500 list. 
 
For more information about Farmers Insurance, visit Farmers.com, Twitter and Instagram, 
@WeAreFarmers, or Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance. 
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Farmers  News Release 

  
 

     IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

 

  

LEBANON TEACHER NAMED FINALIST AS PART OF 
THANK AMERICA’S TEACHERS DREAM BIG TEACHER CHALLENGE 

 
Dale Ludwig Among 15 Finalists Vying for Six $100,000 Educational Grants from  

Farmers Insurance 

 
Lebanon, Pa. (October 5, 2016) – Farmers Insurance® announced today that Dale Ludwig of Lebanon 

High School in Lebanon has been named a finalist as part of the company’s Thank America’s Teachers® 

Dream Big Teacher Challenge®, awarding teachers for their ideas to help create a lasting and positive 

impact on their classrooms, schools, and communities.  
 
Local Farmers agent Paul Richards shared the news with Ludwig about being one of only 15 finalists in the 
running for one of six $100,000 Dream Big Teacher Challenge grants from Farmers. 

 
Along with hundreds of other applicants, Ludwig’s proposal went through a competitive review process. His 
proposal to provide experiential learning through a community water project, was selected to move on to the 
public voting phase of the Dream Big Teacher Challenge. 
 
Ludwig proposes using the $100,000 grant to establish “The Great Lebanon Community Project.” The 
school will partner with local agencies so K-12 students will have the opportunity to test water quality, assist 
with storm water drains, create public service announcements, and raise awareness of watershed 
preservation and care. Through research, design, and technology-based media projects, this experiential 
learning opportunity would increase students’ involvement in their community and assist in the development 
of skills necessary to be knowledgable and helpful citizens. 
 
“I am so excited to recognize the amazing work of Dale Ludwig and share in his excitement of being one 
step closer to winning a $100,000 grant through Thank America's Teachers," said local Farmers agent Paul 
Richards. “Ludwig embodies everything we should celebrate in teachers on World Teacher’s Day and I urge 
the Lebanon community, the state of Pennsylvania, and the entire nation to vote to help make Ludwig’s big 
dream a reality.” 

 
Finalists’ proposals are currently available for public voting at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can 
vote for any of the 15 teacher proposals, but a person can only vote once for the same teacher proposal per 
day. Up to six $100,000 educational grants will then be announced in December to those proposals with the 
highest vote count across the country.  
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Through Thank America’s Teachers, Farmers will give away more than $1 million to educators each year 
and the public will determine who receives the grants. Teachers are invited to submit proposals to win 
$2,500 and $100,000 grants at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can show appreciation for 
educators by sending a heartfelt thank you note and voting for teachers’ proposals at 
ThankAmericasTeachers.com. 
 
About Farmers Insurance 

“Farmers Insurance®” and “Farmers®” are tradenames for a group of affiliated insurers providing insurance 

for automobiles, homes and small businesses and a wide range of other insurance and financial services 
and products. Farmers Insurance is proud to serve more than 10 million households with over 19 million 
individual policies, across all 50 states, through the efforts of more than 48,000 exclusive and independent 

agents and approximately 21,000 employees. Farmers Insurance Exchange®, the largest of the three 

primary insurance insurers that make up Farmers Insurance, is recognized as one of the largest U.S. 
companies on the 2016 Fortune 500 list. 
 
For more information about Farmers Insurance, visit Farmers.com, Twitter and Instagram, 
@WeAreFarmers, or Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance. 
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  IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

  

COLORADO SPRINGS TEACHER NAMED FINALIST AS PART OF 
THANK AMERICA’S TEACHERS DREAM BIG TEACHER CHALLENGE 

 
Christopher Marro Among 15 Finalists Vying for Six $100,000 Educational Grants from  

Farmers Insurance 

 
Colorado Springs, Colo. (October 5, 2016) – Farmers Insurance® announced today that Christopher 

Marro of Sierra High School in Colorado Springs has been named a finalist as part of the company’s Thank 

America’s Teachers® Dream Big Teacher Challenge®, awarding teachers for their ideas to help create a 

lasting and positive impact on their classrooms, schools, and communities.  
 
Local Farmers agent Kristyn Cline shared the news with Marro about being one of only 15 finalists in the 
running for one of six $100,000 Dream Big Teacher Challenge grants from Farmers. 

 
Along with hundreds of other applicants, Marro’s proposal went through a competitive review process. His 
proposal to build an aquaponics greenhouse was selected to move on to the public voting phase of the 
Dream Big Teacher Challenge. 
 
In partnership with local Colorado Springs non-profit, Abundant Harvest Aquaponics, Marrow plans to build 
a 4,000 square foot student-run aquaponics greenhouse. Aquaponics is a closed-looped system of 
aquaculture by which plants synergistically draw nutrients from fish waste while purifying water for the fish 
to grow. The aquaponics farm will engage students in chemistry, robotics, environmental science, 
agricultural economics, marketing, and entrepreneurship as well as provide interactive learning 
opportunities for special needs students. 
 
“I am so excited to recognize the amazing work of Christopher Marro and share in his excitement of being 
one step closer to winning a $100,000 grant through Thank America's Teachers," said local Farmers agent 
Kristyn Cline. “Marro embodies everything we should celebrate in teachers on World Teacher’s Day and I 
urge the Colorado Springs community, the state of Colorado, and the entire nation to vote to help make 
Marro’s big dream a reality.” 

 
Finalists’ proposals are currently available for public voting at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can 
vote for any of the 15 teacher proposals, but a person can only vote once for the same teacher proposal per 
day. Up to six $100,000 educational grants will then be announced in December to those proposals with the 
highest vote count across the country.  
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Through Thank America’s Teachers, Farmers will give away more than $1 million to educators each year 
and the public will determine who receives the grants. Teachers are invited to submit proposals to win 
$2,500 and $100,000 grants at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can show appreciation for 
educators by sending a heartfelt thank you note and voting for teachers’ proposals at 
ThankAmericasTeachers.com. 
 
About Farmers Insurance 

“Farmers Insurance®” and “Farmers®” are tradenames for a group of affiliated insurers providing insurance 

for automobiles, homes and small businesses and a wide range of other insurance and financial services 
and products. Farmers Insurance is proud to serve more than 10 million households with over 19 million 
individual policies, across all 50 states, through the efforts of more than 48,000 exclusive and independent 

agents and approximately 21,000 employees. Farmers Insurance Exchange®, the largest of the three 

primary insurance insurers that make up Farmers Insurance, is recognized as one of the largest U.S. 
companies on the 2016 Fortune 500 list. 
 
For more information about Farmers Insurance, visit Farmers.com, Twitter and Instagram, 
@WeAreFarmers, or Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance. 
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Farmers  News Release 

  
 

  IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

  

SNELLVILLE TEACHER NAMED FINALIST AS PART OF 
THANK AMERICA’S TEACHERS DREAM BIG TEACHER CHALLENGE 

 
Sharon Smith Among 15 Finalists Vying for Six $100,000 Educational Grants from  

Farmers Insurance 

 
Snellville, Ga. (October 5, 2016) – Farmers Insurance® announced today that Sharon Smith of Brookwood 

Elementary in Snellville has been named a finalist as part of the company’s Thank America’s Teachers® 

Dream Big Teacher Challenge®, awarding teachers for their ideas to help create a lasting and positive 

impact on their classrooms, schools, and communities.  
 
Local Farmers agent Tracey Wells shared the news with Smith about being one of only 15 finalists in the 
running for one of six $100,000 Dream Big Teacher Challenge grants from Farmers. 

 
Along with hundreds of other applicants, Smith’s proposal went through a competitive review process. Her 
proposal to improve math and language arts standards through experiential learning with an entrepreneurial 
focus, was selected to move on to the public voting phase of the Dream Big Teacher Challenge. 
 
With the $100,000 grant, Smith would implement a tuition-free after-school program for the lowest achieving 
10% of third, fourth and fifth-grade students at two elementary schools in the Gwinnett County Public 
School system. This program would provide remediation on the students weakest Math and Language Arts 
standards by providing a real life application of their skills to construct a community garden and maintain an 
aquaponics system (a self-sustaining aquaculture by which plants and fish benefit from each other). 
Through this interactive learning experience, students would learn about entrepreneurship, apply and 
interview for garden jobs, and sell produce at a local farmer’s market. 
 
“I am so excited to recognize the amazing work of Sharon Smith and share in her excitement of being one 
step closer to winning a $100,000 grant through Thank America's Teachers," said local Farmers agent 
Tracey Wells. “Smith embodies everything we should celebrate in teachers on World Teacher’s Day and I 
urge the Snellville community, the state of Georgia, and the entire nation to vote to help make Smith’s big 
dream a reality.” 

 
Finalists’ proposals are currently available for public voting at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can 
vote for any of the 15 teacher proposals, but a person can only vote once for the same teacher proposal per 
day. Up to six $100,000 educational grants will then be announced in December to those proposals with the 
highest vote count across the country.  
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Through Thank America’s Teachers, Farmers will give away more than $1 million to educators each year 
and the public will determine who receives the grants. Teachers are invited to submit proposals to win 
$2,500 and $100,000 grants at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can show appreciation for 
educators by sending a heartfelt thank you note and voting for teachers’ proposals at 
ThankAmericasTeachers.com. 
 
About Farmers Insurance 

“Farmers Insurance®” and “Farmers®” are tradenames for a group of affiliated insurers providing insurance 

for automobiles, homes and small businesses and a wide range of other insurance and financial services 
and products. Farmers Insurance is proud to serve more than 10 million households with over 19 million 
individual policies, across all 50 states, through the efforts of more than 48,000 exclusive and independent 

agents and approximately 21,000 employees. Farmers Insurance Exchange®, the largest of the three 

primary insurance insurers that make up Farmers Insurance, is recognized as one of the largest U.S. 
companies on the 2016 Fortune 500 list. 
 
For more information about Farmers Insurance, visit Farmers.com, Twitter and Instagram, 
@WeAreFarmers, or Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance. 
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Farmers  News Release 

  
 

  IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

  

LOS ANGELES TEACHER NAMED FINALIST AS PART OF 
THANK AMERICA’S TEACHERS DREAM BIG TEACHER CHALLENGE 

 
Melissa Toohey Among 15 Finalists Vying for Six $100,000 Educational Grants from  

Farmers Insurance 

 
Los Angeles, Calif. (October 5, 2016) – Farmers Insurance® announced today that Melissa Toohey of 

KIPP Ignite Academy in Los Angeles has been named a finalist as part of the company’s Thank America’s 

Teachers® Dream Big Teacher Challenge®, awarding teachers for their ideas to help create a lasting and 

positive impact on their classrooms, schools, and communities.  
 
Local Farmers agent Michael Ruiz shared the news with Toohey about being one of only 15 finalists in the 
running for one of six $100,000 Dream Big Teacher Challenge grants from Farmers. 

 
Along with hundreds of other applicants, Toohey’s proposal went through a competitive review process. Her 
proposal to provide tablets for each student to foster STEAM-based (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art 
and Math) education was selected to move on to the public voting phase of the Dream Big Teacher 
Challenge. 
 
Toohey’s funding will be used to purchase a tablet for each student in the school’s iLab program that 
focuses on coding, engineeering and design thinking at an early age. The tablets will provide Toohey’s 
students the opportunity to explore all aspects of the curriculum at this unique STEAM-based elementary 
school, and bridge the gap between concrete and abstract coding early on in the learning process. 
 
“I am so excited to recognize the amazing work of Melissa Toohey and share in her excitement of being one 
step closer to winning a $100,000 grant through Thank America's Teachers," said local Farmers agent 
Michael Ruiz. “Toohey embodies everything we should celebrate in teachers on World Teacher’s Day and I 
urge the Los Angeles community, the state of California, and the entire nation to vote to help make 
Toohey’s big dream a reality.” 

 
Finalists’ proposals are currently available for public voting at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can 
vote for any of the 15 teacher proposals, but a person can only vote once for the same teacher proposal per 
day. Up to six $100,000 educational grants will then be announced in December to those proposals with the 
highest vote count across the country.  

 
Through Thank America’s Teachers, Farmers will give away more than $1 million to educators each year 
and the public will determine who receives the grants. Teachers are invited to submit proposals to win 
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$2,500 and $100,000 grants at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can show appreciation for 
educators by sending a heartfelt thank you note and voting for teachers’ proposals at 
ThankAmericasTeachers.com. 
 
About Farmers Insurance 

“Farmers Insurance®” and “Farmers®” are tradenames for a group of affiliated insurers providing insurance 

for automobiles, homes and small businesses and a wide range of other insurance and financial services 
and products. Farmers Insurance is proud to serve more than 10 million households with over 19 million 
individual policies, across all 50 states, through the efforts of more than 48,000 exclusive and independent 

agents and approximately 21,000 employees. Farmers Insurance Exchange®, the largest of the three 

primary insurance insurers that make up Farmers Insurance, is recognized as one of the largest U.S. 
companies on the 2016 Fortune 500 list. 
 
For more information about Farmers Insurance, visit Farmers.com, Twitter and Instagram, 
@WeAreFarmers, or Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance. 
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  IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

  

KINZERS TEACHER NAMED FINALIST AS PART OF 
THANK AMERICA’S TEACHERS DREAM BIG TEACHER CHALLENGE 

 
Rob Webb Among 15 Finalists Vying for Six $100,000 Educational Grants from  

Farmers Insurance 

 
Kinzers, Pa. (October 5, 2016) – Farmers Insurance® announced today that Rob Webb of Pequea Valley 

High School in Kinzers has been named a finalist as part of the company’s Thank America’s Teachers® 

Dream Big Teacher Challenge®, awarding teachers for their ideas to help create a lasting and positive 

impact on their classrooms, schools, and communities.  
 
Local Farmers agent Trudy Grove shared the news with Webb about being one of only 15 finalists in the 
running for one of six $100,000 Dream Big Teacher Challenge grants from Farmers. 

 
Along with hundreds of other applicants, Webb’s proposal went through a competitive review process. His 
proposal about reigniting STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) education by refurbishing 
Pequea Valley High School’s planetarium, was selected to move on to the public voting phase of the Dream 
Big Teacher Challenge. 
 
With his funds, Webb plans to revamp and refurbish Pequea Valley’s existing planetarium that was 
originally built in the 1960s, to engage students around STEM and Astronomy education. The new and 
improved facility will foster a scientifically literate community with full-day STEM field trips as well as a free 
week-long summer Astronomy Camp for students in the community. 
 
“I am so excited to recognize the amazing work of Rob Webb and share in his excitement of being one step 
closer to winning a $100,000 grant through Thank America's Teachers," said local Farmers agent Trudy 
Grove. “Webb embodies everything we should celebrate in teachers on World Teacher’s Day and I urge the 
Kinzers community, the state of Pennsylvania, and the entire nation to vote to help make Webb’s big dream 
a reality.” 

 
Finalists’ proposals are currently available for public voting at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can 
vote for any of the 15 teacher proposals, but a person can only vote once for the same teacher proposal per 
day. Up to six $100,000 educational grants will then be announced in December to those proposals with the 
highest vote count across the country.  

 
Through Thank America’s Teachers, Farmers will give away more than $1 million to educators each year 
and the public will determine who receives the grants. Teachers are invited to submit proposals to win 
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$2,500 and $100,000 grants at ThankAmericasTeachers.com. The public can show appreciation for 
educators by sending a heartfelt thank you note and voting for teachers’ proposals at 
ThankAmericasTeachers.com. 
 
About Farmers Insurance 

“Farmers Insurance®” and “Farmers®” are tradenames for a group of affiliated insurers providing insurance 

for automobiles, homes and small businesses and a wide range of other insurance and financial services 
and products. Farmers Insurance is proud to serve more than 10 million households with over 19 million 
individual policies, across all 50 states, through the efforts of more than 48,000 exclusive and independent 

agents and approximately 21,000 employees. Farmers Insurance Exchange®, the largest of the three 

primary insurance insurers that make up Farmers Insurance, is recognized as one of the largest U.S. 
companies on the 2016 Fortune 500 list. 
 
For more information about Farmers Insurance, visit Farmers.com, Twitter and Instagram, 
@WeAreFarmers, or Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance. 

 
###

 


