
 

 
 

 
Backgrounder 
 
As a gift to the people of Ontario to mark the coming Canadian Centennial, the provincial 
government commissioned architect Raymond Moriyama in 1964 to design the Ontario Science 
Centre. Five years later, on September 26, 1969, a radio signal over 1.5 billion light years away 
struck a circuit that raised the curtain at the Science Centre’s official opening. It was one of the 
world’s first interactive science museums. 
 

The Science Centre has since welcomed more than 50 million visitors for a range of fascinating 
experiences in science and technology. It is one of Ontario’s most significant cultural attractions, 
and a global leader in free-choice science learning experiences. The Science Centre is unique in that 
it conceives designs and builds its own exhibitions. On the international scene, the Ontario Science 
Centre rents its exhibitions across the globe, is contracted by other science centres to develop 
exhibitions and finally brings the world to its visitors by hosting important travelling exhibitions.    

 

The biggest transformation in Science Centre history came via Agents of Change, a $47.5-million 
transformation completed in 2007. The first project, a unique hands-on space for children under eight 
called KidSpark, proved so popular it doubled in size by 2005. The Science Centre revolutionized its 
indoor and outdoor spaces, including the creation of the entirely experimental Weston Family 
Innovation Centre, an exploration plaza called TELUSCAPE and two permanent art pieces: the FUNtain 
and Lotic Meander. In 2012 the Weston Family Innovation Centre grew with the addition of 12 new 
experiences.  The new AstraZeneca Human Edge is the latest addition to the always-evolving Science 
Centre.  The 10,000-square-foot (900-square-metre) hall comprises more than 80 innovative and 
interactive exhibits, including “bodies on” activities and new perspectives on unique artifacts. 

 

A home for technology and innovation, the Science Centre is dedicated to community outreach. 
Through the Centre’s donor-supported community access programs, free or discounted admission is 
provided to more than 100,000 visitors a year. Its Adopt-a-Class and Adopt-a-School programs 
provide access to approximately 30,000 young pupils in schools in Toronto’s priority 
neighborhoods. Individual and corporate donors, as well as the annual Innovators’ Ball, contribute 
funds to support these programs. As well, the Science Centre opens its doors free of charge to 
thousands of people for its annual Community Day celebration. 

 

The Science Centre is not only a museum but an extended classroom and a vital link in Ontario’s 
innovation ecosystem. Each year it offers the largest museum-based education program in Canada with 
curriculum-based programs for students in Kindergarten to Grade 12. The unique Science School draws 
Grade 12 students from across Ontario to spend a full semester learning hands-on science, technology 
and science communication.  



 

 
 

Quick Facts 
 Officially opened in 1969 

 Principal architect: Raymond Moriyama 

 Visitors to date: Over 50 million  

 Open 364 days a year, closed December 25  

 Visitors in 2014: Approximately one million 

 Approximately 80% come from the GTA, 10% from elsewhere in Ontario, 3% from the rest of 
Canada and 7% from outside of Canada 

 185,000 Ontario students and teachers visit each year  

 72,000 active members on March 31, 2015 

 More than 100,000 people visited the Centre through community access programs in 2014/15 

 Shoppers Drug Mart® OMNIMAX® Theatre opened in 1996, seats 324 people and is Ontario’s 
only IMAX® Dome screen. Viewership in fiscal 2014/15 reached 233,212 

 $47.5 million “Agents of Change” transformation complete in 2007, creating the Weston Family 
Innovation Centre, the outdoor TELUSCAPE plaza in 2006, and two permanent art installations.  

 Current OMNIMAX Films: Under the Sea, IMAX® Hubble, The Human Body, Humpback Whales 

 Exhibit Halls: The AstraZeneca Human Edge, KidSpark, Space, Weston Family Innovation 
Centre, The Living Earth, A Question of Truth, Forest Lane, Science Arcade, Cohon Family 
Nature Escape, Rock Paper Science Hall 

 Travelling Exhibitions:  Circus! The Exhibition, Mammoths and Mastodons: Titans of the Ice Age 

 Web site: www.OntarioScienceCentre.ca 

 Facebook: www.Facebook.com/OntarioScienceCentre 

 Twitter: @OntScienceCtr  |  #ScienceNOW 

 Instagram: @OntarioScienceCentre 

 YouTube: YouTube.com/user/OntarioScienceCentre 
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For images and video, please visit: www.ontariosciencecentre.ca/Media/ImagesVideo/  
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