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George joined Regeneron as the company's Founding
Scientist and now serves as the Chief Scientific
Officer and President of Regeneron Laboratories. His
interest in science started with the stars —
specifically with the Russian American Space Race
that was headlining the news during his childhood.
The son of Greek immigrants in New York City, George
attended the Bronx High School of Science, where he
wanted to be like the heroes at school and compete in
the Westinghouse Science Talent Search. With the
help of his teacher-mentor, Mrs. Strom, George would
arrive to school at 5:30 each morning to work on his project, a top winner in the 1976 Science Talent
Search. This was a life-changing experience that confirmed he would commit to a career in the sciences.
After graduating as valedictorian at Bronx High and at Columbia University, George received MD and
PhD degrees from Columbia University's College of Physicians & Surgeons. At Columbia, he served as
legendary geneticist Dr. Fred Alt's first postdoctorate student, working in molecular immunology. In 1989,
Len Schleifer, MD, PhD, recruited George to Regeneron. Before taking the job, George’s dad insisted on
interviewing Len to ensure that his brilliant son was making the right decision in joining the then-fledgling
biotech company. At the time, many of his academic peers counseled him against going to "the business
side" of science — fearing his promising start in academia would be all for naught. George says he never
forgets those well-intentioned words, and they are part of what's motivated him to work so hard to keep
that from happening.
As it turned out, George has received more than 100 patents, including several relating to Regeneron's
four FDA-approved drugs and its foundational technologies, including VelociGene ® and VelocImmune ®. In
2004, he was elected to the National Academy of Sciences, which is virtually unheard of for an industry
scientist, and was the 11th most highly cited scientist in the world in the 1990s.
George wants to bring his success in the sciences full circle and is deeply committed to inspiring
excitement about scientific careers through STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)
education programs. George plays an active role in Regeneron's STEM commitments and lends his name
to the George D. Yancopoulos Young Scientist Award given at the Westchester Science & Engineering
Fair for student researchers whose passion for science may lead to the development of novel
technologies or biological insights. He hopes that the Regeneron Science Talent Search will positively
influence young scientists, just as it did for him when it was called the Westinghouse.
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