
Out of the marsh!
DUCKS UNLIMITED CANADA SAFEGUARDS SPAWNING HABITAT FOR NATIVE FISH SPECIES

For many years, the expression “you’ll eat us out of house and home” had literal meaning at Manitoba’s Delta Marsh, where 
it appeared the feeding behaviour of the invasive common carp would compromise the biodiversity of the wetland, and 
indeed eat many native fish species out of their seasonal residence.

Or in this case, important spawning and feeding habitat. 

Since the 1950s, common carp have had a devastating impact on this freshwater wetland. The fish grub the bottom 
sediments of the marsh as they search for food. In their wake, they uproot submersed aquatic plants and leave a cloudy trail of 
suspended matter that makes it nearly impossible for the sun to penetrate the water. 

For years, people noted the declining biodiversity of the marsh.

In 2013, Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) in partnership with the Province of Manitoba and other organizations, launched 
the Common Carp Exclusion Project to help restore the wetland.

By monitoring the fish migration, project partners are 
able to install exclusion screens at the onset of the carp 
spring migration.  This prevents large numbers of this 
fish species from entering the wetland from nearby Lake 
Manitoba, and damaging the marsh environment. 

This is good news for both the northern pike and yellow 
perch, two popular recreational fish species native to 
Manitoba that summer in the wetland, according to DUC 
research scientist Dale Wrubleski. “The northern pike is a 
visual predator and when the water is clear, they’re better 
at feeding, which means they’ll have better survival rates,” 
explains Wrubleski.

In the case of yellow perch, a species of fish that northern 
pike like to dine on (and a favorite of local ice fishers, as 
well), an increase in vegetation means more places to hide 
from predators, as well as more insects to feed on. 

“It’s all headed the right way. We’re seeing clearer water, 
more submersed plants, and lots of native fish species,” says 
Wrubleski. 

Delta Marsh is home to 31 species of Manitoba fish during 
spring and summer months.

Heather Zanzerl, a DUC research technician holds a common carp at Delta Marsh.



The bars on the exclusion screens are spaced seven centimeters apart. This is just 
wide enough to allow most native fish species to enter and leave the marsh, and just 
narrow enough to prevent most common carp from gaining entry.


