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FOOD NETWORK SWEETENS UP THE HOLIDAYS WITH HOLIDAY BAKING 
CHAMPIONSHIP AND CHRISTMAS COOKIE CHALLENGE  

 

A New Batch of Bakers Compete on Holiday Baking Championship, Premiering on Monday, November 6th 
at 9pm ET/PT 

 
Christmas Cookie Challenge Premieres Monday, November 6th at 10pm ET/PT, as Cookie Makers Tackle 

Seasonal Sweets 
 
New York – October 10, 2017 – It’s the most wonderful time of the year and Food Network is spreading sweet holiday cheer 
with Holiday Baking Championship on Monday, November 6th at 9pm ET/PT and Christmas Cookie Challenge at 10pm ET/PT. 
There is no better way to ring in the holiday season, than with decadent baked goods galore and the most irresistible holiday 
treats! 
 
“Food Network’s holiday programming captures the sugar and spice and everything nice about the season, with fun and 
exciting challenges that bring to life the spirit of holiday classic treats and traditions,” said Courtney White, Senior Vice 
President Programming, Scripps Networks Interactive.  
 
The festivities begin as nine new bakers enter the Holiday Baking Championship kitchen to show off their talents in this seven-
week competition stuffed with difficult challenges and delicious desserts to celebrate Thanksgiving, Christmas and Chanukah. 
Host Jesse Palmer will put the contestants to the test as they whisk, fold and frost their way through challenges and surprising 
curveballs. From crazy candy cane desserts to holiday hand pies, the contestants’ baking abilities must rise to the top. Only 
one will “sleigh” the competition to be crowned the winner by judges Duff Goldman, Nancy Fuller and Lorraine Pascale to 
take home the biggest gift of the season – a $50,000 grand prize and the title of Holiday Baking Champion!  
 
For even more heavenly holiday treats on Monday, December 25th at 9pm ET/PT, Duff Goldman, Nancy Fuller and Lorraine 
Pascale welcome back past runners-up for a one-shot holiday showdown, and a second chance at victory on a special episode 
of Holiday Baking Championship: Runners-Up Redemption. The familiar faces must tackle two rounds of tough new challenges 
including desserts inspired by real letters to Santa Claus, and then they must assemble cupcakes into one big edible Christmas 
tree. On the line is their reputation and a grand prize of $10,000.  
 
Holiday cookies are a seasonal staple and they are more than mere sweets -- they are gifts, mementos of childhood, and most 
certainly made with pride. In Christmas Cookie Challenge, premiering Monday, November 6th at 10pm ET/PT, host Eddie 
Jackson challenges festive and talented cookie makers in this seasonal seven-episode competition. In each episode, five 
daring cookie makers must prove their holiday skills through two rounds, as lead judge Ree Drummond, joined by a rotating 
panel of guest judges, including Kimberly Bailey, James Briscione, Damiano Carrara, Dan Langan, Jamika 
Pessoa, Jordan Pilarski, Aarti Sequeira and Joy Wilson, determine which baker will have the best Christmas ever, walking 
away with a $10,000 prize. 
 

Fans can get new ideas for mouthwatering holiday desserts, meet the Holiday Baking Championship contestants and learn 
more about the judges at FoodNetwork.com/HolidayBakingChampionship. Plus, they can see the most creative Christmas 
cookies ever, meet the judges of the challenge and watch video extras at FoodNetwork.com/ChristmasCookieChallenge. Tell 
us about your favorite holiday traditions using #HolidayBakingChampionship and which cookies are your favorite using 
#ChristmasCookieChallenge.  
 

#  #  # 

 
FOOD NETWORK (www.foodnetwork.com) is a unique lifestyle network, website and magazine that connects viewers to the power and 
joy of food. The network strives to be viewers' best friend in food and is committed to leading by teaching, inspiring, empowering and 
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entertaining through its talent and expertise. Food Network is distributed to nearly 100 million U.S. households and draws over 46 million 
unique web users monthly. Since launching in 2009, Food Network Magazine's rate base has grown 13 times and is the #2 best-selling 
monthly magazine on the newsstand, with 13.9 million readers.  Headquartered in New York, Food Network has a growing international 
presence with programming in more than 150 countries, including 24-hour networks in the United Kingdom, Asia, and the Europe, Middle 
East and Africa (EMEA) region. Scripps Networks Interactive (NASDAQ: SNI), which also owns and operates Cooking Channel 
(www.cookingchanneltv.com), HGTV (www.hgtv.com), DIY Network (www.diynetwork.com), Travel Channel (www.travelchannel.com) and 
Great American Country (www.gactv.com), is the manager and general partner. 
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