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TO: NEWS PRODUCERS, ASSIGNMENT EDITORS AND AUTO REPORTERS

[bookmark: _Hlk531009319]** EMBARGOED UNTIL 12:01AM ET ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2018 **

[bookmark: _Hlk531009461]MULTIVU VIDEO FEED: IIHS REPORTS HEADLIGHTS IMPROVE, BUT BASE MODELS LEAVE DRIVERS IN THE DARK 

	SATELLITE FEEDS:

	Thursday, November 29th, 2018

	10:30 AM – 11:00 AM ET

	SD COORDINATES
	HD COORDINATES

	Galaxy 17
	Galaxy 17

	Transponder 12 – Slot 1
	Transponder 12 – Upper

	KU-Band
	KU-Band

	Downlink Freq: 11925 Vertical
	Downlink Freq: 11949 Vertical

	Bandwidth 6 MHz
	Bandwidth 18 MHz

	Symbol Rate: 3.9787
	Symbol Rate: 13.235

	Data Rate: 5.5
	Data Rate: 18.2954

	FEC: 3/4 
	FEC: 3/4 

	 

	Thursday, November 29th, 2018

	1:30 PM – 2:00 PM ET

	SD COORDINATES
	HD COORDINATES

	Galaxy 17
	Galaxy 17

	Transponder 12 – Slot 1
	Transponder 12 – Upper

	KU-Band
	KU-Band

	Downlink Freq: 11925 Vertical
	Downlink Freq: 11949 Vertical

	Bandwidth 6 MHz
	Bandwidth 18 MHz

	Symbol Rate: 3.9787
	Symbol Rate: 13.235

	Data Rate: 5.5
	Data Rate: 18.2954

	FEC: 3/4 
	FEC: 3/4 



NEWS: Headlights improve, but base models leave drivers in the dark

FORMAT:  B-roll and Soundbites 

[bookmark: _GoBack]ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  Video, hard copy requests, downloadable MPEG4, contact information and more available at https://www.multivu.com/players/English/84513161-iihs-headlights/

STORY SUMMARY:
Just over half of 2018 model vehicles evaluated by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety are available with headlights that do an adequate job of lighting the road at night and limiting glare for oncoming drivers, but most good-rated headlights are optional or bundled with other features that can raise the price of the vehicle. Since IIHS released its first headlight ratings for passenger vehicles in 2016, most manufacturers have focused on improving this key safety component. That year, only 2 of 95 headlight systems on 2016-model vehicles evaluated earned a good rating. 

For the 2018 model year, the best-available headlights on 32 of 165 models evaluated earn the highest rating of good, and the best-available headlights on 58 models earn the second-highest rating of acceptable. Thirty-two models have only marginal-rated headlights, while poor-rated headlights are the only ones available for 43 models. Good-rated headlights are needed to qualify for a 2018 TOP SAFETY PICK+ award, and good- or acceptable-rated headlights are a requirement for TOP SAFETY PICK. The Institute is evaluating headlights on contenders for the 2019 awards, which will be announced in December. 

A single model may have several different headlight options, and the Institute tries to test all of them as the vehicles arrive on dealer lots. In all, IIHS evaluated 424 headlight variants on 2018 models. Of these, 67 percent earn a marginal or poor rating because of inadequate visibility, excessive glare from low beams for oncoming drivers, or both. The Genesis G90, a large luxury sedan, and the Lexus NX, a midsize luxury SUV, are the only 2018 models evaluated that come with good-rated headlights, no matter the trim line or options package. The best-available headlights on the Chevrolet Volt, Genesis G80, Mercedes-Benz E-Class and Toyota Camry are rated good, while the lowest are rated acceptable.

SOUNDBITES: David Aylor, manager of active safety testing, Insurance Institute for Highway Safety.

B-ROLL INCLUDES: Demonstrations of good vs. poor headlights, headlight testing and other related footage. 

SOURCE:  Insurance Institute for Highway Safety

FOR STORY INFO, CONTACT:  Russ Rader, (703) 247-1500
FOR TECHNICAL INFORMATION OR HARD COPY, PLEASE EMAIL: STREAMS@MULTIVU.COM OR CALL: 800-653-5313 EXT. 3
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