
INSURANCE INSTITUTE FOR HIGHWAY SAFETY
Headlights on many base model vehicles leave drivers in the dark
November 29, 2018


VIDEO											              		 SEGMENT    
										                     	  LENGTH    
	
	
	
	

	Soundbites

	
	
	
	

	Title:
	Isolated soundbites featuring David Aylor, manager of active safety testing, 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
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	Footage

	David Aylor at work
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	Soundbite

	When we first started evaluating headlights in 2016, there weren't very many vehicles that performed well. In fact, only two of the vehicles out of a possible 95 got our highest rating of good, and almost half of the vehicles only earned a poor rating.
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	Soundbite
	We have seen some improvement. For 2018, about half of the vehicles earn a good or acceptable rating, but there's still a significant number of vehicles that only earn a marginal or poor rating on their best-available headlight.
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	Soundbite
	Good-rated headlights are required on vehicles to qualify for our 2018 TOP SAFETY PICK+ award. For our 2018 TOP SAFETY PICK, vehicles need to have either good- or acceptable-rated headlights available on the vehicle.

	:17

	

	Soundbite

	Often vehicles are available with multiple headlight systems. And often those headlight systems can perform differently in our headlight evaluations. It's important that consumers use our ratings to determine which trims or packages offer the good-rated headlights, or, in some cases, it may be worth it for the consumer to test-drive the vehicle at night.
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	Soundbite
	[bookmark: _Hlk530994996]Only two vehicles are available with only good headlights across all trim lines. Those are the 2018 Genesis G90 and the 2018 Lexus NX. There's an additional four models that offer only good or acceptable headlights. Those are the Chevrolet Volt, the Genesis G80, the Mercedes E-Class and the Toyota Camry. There are also another 15 vehicles that only offer acceptable ratings across all trim lines.
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	[bookmark: _Hlk528573400]Soundbite
	In 2018, Toyota and its luxury brand, Lexus, offer the most vehicles with either good or acceptable headlight ratings. 
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	Soundbite
	The 2018 Hyundai Kona offers both good-rated LED headlights and poor-rated halogen headlights. In our testing, on the straightaway, the good-rated LEDs are able to illuminate the right edge of the road at 450 feet, compared to only 220 feet for the poor-rated halogen headlights.
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	Soundbite
	The good-rated LED headlights allow an attentive driver driving at 65 mph to see an obstacle on the side of the road and come to a stop. For the poor-rated halogen headlights, they would need to be traveling 25 mph slower to see the same obstacle and come to a stop.
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	Soundbite
	The 2018 Hyundai Sonata and its twin, the 2018 Kia Optima, are available with both good- and poor-rated headlights. Unfortunately, in order to get the good-rated headlights on these vehicles, you need to buy the top trim. 
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	Soundbite
	The domestic manufacturers have the most room for improvement. Popular vehicles like the 2018 Ford F-150 and the 2018 Chevrolet Silverado only offer poor-rated headlights.
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	Soundbite
	Often good-rated headlights are only available on expensive trim lines or in expensive packages. An example is the 2018 Honda Ridgeline, which will cost you almost $12,000 more to get good-rated headlights. The 2018 Kia Soul is only available with good-rated headlights when you pay $26,000. In comparison, a base model with poor-rated headlights is only $16,000.
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	Soundbite
	Headlights are an obvious crash-avoidance feature that help prevent nighttime crashes. Over half of fatalities occur at night, and almost 25 percent occur on unlit roads. 
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	Soundbite
	High-beam assist is a technology that automatically helps drivers switch their headlights from high beams to low beams, depending on the presence of other vehicles. Research has shown that drivers don’t use their high beams enough, so we give credit in our testing for vehicles equipped with high-beam assist.
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	Soundbite
	We've seen some improvement since our initial testing in 2016, but consumers shouldn’t have to buy a fully loaded vehicle to get good-rated headlights. All new vehicles should come with good-rated headlights.
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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Low beam comparisons


	Title:
	Segment 1: Low-beam headlight comparison of GOOD- versus POOR-rated 2018 models

	:04
	

	Title:
	Vehicles driving on the road: Honda Ridgeline (GOOD) versus Chevrolet Colorado (POOR)
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	Footage
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	Hyundai Kona LED (GOOD) and Halogen (POOR) low-beam illumination differences:
Pedestrian target at 140’ from vehicle
Deer targets at 220’ from vehicle
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	Hyundai Kona with LED low beams
GOOD
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	Hyundai Kona with halogen low beams
POOR
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High-beam assist
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	Segment 2: High-beam assist
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Preparing for a test
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	Segment 3: Preparing for and conducting headlight testing
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	Segment 4: Selected vehicles on the road and dealer lots
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	Chevrolet Volt
LED low beams and halogen high beams
GOOD
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	Ford F-150
Halogen
POOR
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	Genesis G90
LED
GOOD
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	Honda Ridgeline
LED
GOOD
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	Hyundai Kona
LED
GOOD
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	Hyundai Kona
Halogen
POOR
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	Title:
	Hyundai Sonata
LED
GOOD
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	Title:
	Hyundai Sonata
Halogen
POOR
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	Title:
	Kia Soul
HID
GOOD
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	Kia Soul
Halogen
POOR
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	Lexus NX
LED
GOOD
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	Mercedes-Benz E-Class
LED
GOOD
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	Segment 5: Traffic
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