
 

The Challenge of Condo Windows  

According to the most recent census in 2016, a greater proportion of households are now living in condo 

apartments compared to 10 years ago. In fact, 13.3 percent of Canadian households are choosing condo 

living, with those numbers continuing to increase at a rapid pace.  

Condos offer affordable luxury living to homeowners seeking an urban lifestyle. The one potential 

drawback is that units in a condo community are constructed from similar layouts. Creativity is required to 

transform a condo shell into a home. In addition to outdoor appearance parameters set by the 

homeowners' association, there are several indoor window décor challenges condo owners have to 

consider, according to Hunter Douglas design expert Melissa Raine. 

Diffusing Light 

Sunlight can beam directly into condo rooms, particularly during the summer, raising temperatures and 

glare. When glares become too intense, in your television screen for example, they render the room non-

functional. Modern window shades and blinds can diffuse light and soften it to create a beautiful and 

comfortable interior. “Products like our Luminette® Privacy Sheers can be used to diffuse sunlight and 

spread it evenly in your space,” explained Nicole Patterson from Hunter Douglas. 

Saving Energy 

Instead of manually adjusting shades to deal with sun variables, the latest designer roller shades combine 

both energy savings and elegance. PowerView® Motorization from Hunter Douglas allows condo owners 

to enjoy window treatments that adjust themselves automatically according to your own unique schedule. 

They can also be programmed to operate with local sunrise and sunset times to maximize natural lighting. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/census-housing-1.4370757
https://business.financialpost.com/real-estate/condos-fuel-strongest-year-in-a-decade-for-canadian-builders
https://lickst.at/Ol9omGD
https://lickst.at/rzAMvGk


Effects on Temperature 

Depending on the geographic location, window treatments can be used to keep cold out in the winter and 

heat out in the summer, added Raine. “Our Duette® Honeycomb Shades are specifically engineered to 

provide beauty and energy efficiency at the window in both climates.” The cellular honeycomb 

construction traps air in distinct pockets, which creates insulation that can help lower energy consumption 

and energy bills. For even more versatility, Duette® Honeycomb Shades have the ability to operate in a 

top-down, bottom-up functionality increasing privacy and customizability for your condo space. 

Floor-To-Ceiling Windows 

Many condominiums feature large windows that take advantage of scenic views, so the window 

treatments often have a major effect on the look and feel of a room. “Silhouette® window shadings, 

thanks to their sheer panels, are an ideal option to ensure privacy, while still allowing those inside to 

enjoy the dramatic vistas,” she added.   

From blinds to shutters, and sheers to shades, window fashions provide interior inspiration and bring style 

and function to meet the challenge of condo windows. More tips on the latest light control options in 

window treatments for condos can be found at www.hunterdouglas.ca. 
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